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 Soccer is the most popular sport in 
the world, and it’s popularity is definitely at 
an all time high at El Camino. Many student 
athletes are involved in the soccer program, 
as can be seen by the numbers of white jer-
seys that can be seen on game day. But, with 
a tough preseason schedule and league com-
ing up, Eagle’s soccer hopes to start playing 
a bit better for upcoming games against 
Mira Loma and Rio this coming week, as 
league play is just underway. With a current 
record well under a .500 winning percent-
age, Varsity hopes to show some improve-
ment in the heat of league play, and JV bears 
an almost identically undesirable record. 
Although things look bleak, the two teams 
are arguably better than their current records 
suggest, every team has a losing streak.
 Hopes are still high on the Varsity 
team because when looking deeper at the 
high-energy, younger Varsity squad it is 
safe to say that these Eagles have a chance 
to soar in the upcoming tightly packed 
league schedule. League games determine 

the rankings of the team and their possibili-
ties at making playoffs, so in a sense most of 
the games the team have played have been 
preseason games. Although it is taking a little 
longer than usual for this team to shake off the 
early season rust, one team member, Junior 
Jacob White, had a positive outlook on the 
season, “We’re actually playing really well 
right now... We don’t have much that needs 
to be fixed.” While maybe the team could use 
improvement in some areas, over half of the 
team’s losses were only by one goal, mean-
ing that the Eagles have kept it close and held 
their own despite the lack of huge numbers in 
the win column. Whenever they take the field 
there is an edge to them, an energized aura, an 
extra determination to win. This crucial aspect 
might just set them apart enough to salvage a 
winning league record and a successful season 
this year.
 Where the upperclassmen have had 
their problems, the JV squad has had their 
fair share of heartbreaking losses. And with 
ten new freshmen filling up nearly half of the 
roster, the team has an added spark this year 
as well. Led by Sophomore forward Alan 
Torres with five goals on the season and 
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 Last year was yet another well-played 
and exciting one for both the boys’ and girls’ 
water polo teams  here at El Camino. With an 
appearance in the Division Two section finals 
for the boys - resulting in a loss to rival Rio 
Americano - and a narrow second round play-
off defeat for the girls there are high hopes and 
expectations for the 2013 season.
 After the boys varsity experienced a 
hard fought loss on the second match of the 
season against Davis, one of the top-seeded 
teams in Northern California, star Senior 
center Josh Jordan shared his thoughts on the 
outcome, “We played hard, I’m optimistic… 
Davis is really good,” said Jordan. The senior 
also talked about his expectations for the team 
this year, “Definitely playoffs and hopefully 
sections.” Confident as ever, it is safe to say 
Josh speaks for the whole team.
 Following the loss of some crucial 
seniors from last year, the team is fresh with 
seven juniors making up half of the team’s 
roster, and despite this loss of great talent and 
experience, Jordan went on to say, “Every 
team had seniors leave... There is a lot of work 
to do but I’m excited for the year.” A lot of 
work to do indeed, with the section champion-
ship rematch against Rio in six days, let’s hope 
that our Eagles can pull off a win against our 
arch rival and set course once again for the 

section championship match this year.
 Similar to the boys water polo squad, the 
girls varsity season also looks bright. Although 
they’ve had nine seniors leave this year, the team 
is looking good thus far, with only three seniors on 
the roster this year, and five sophomores (four in the 
regular starting lineup), this is one of the youngest 
varsity squads in our section. Coming off of a suc-
cessful season cut short in 2012, falling to Vintage 
in a close game in the second round of the playoffs, 
the Eagles are looking for another playoff berth and 
a chance at the section title.
 Madalyn Lavezzo, a Sophomore varsity 
starter, mentioned this about the departing seniors, 
“We were affected but we came together as a 
team... We work hard to become as good as them.” 
Being an underclassman on varsity herself, Lavezzo 
had some advice for up and coming El Camino polo 
players, “Practice a lot... Practice reflects your play-
ing in games.” Alongside the sixteen game season, 
the squad will be participating in five scheduled 
tournaments, one of them taking place in Reno, 
Nevada. Lavezzo stated her favorite tournament 
was the Sierra Shootout “We have   friends who 
play for club teams... we see our    friends because 
it’s local.”
 All in all, El Camino water polo fans 
should be excited for the season to begin. With 
new and experienced players, both varsity squads 
are looking forward to promising seasons. Playoff 
berths are in reach and section titles aren’t far off 
in the distance for these young and capable 2013 El 
Camino Water Polo teams.  
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The MLB playoffs are here, and baseball fans 
throughout the country are headed for an exciting Octo-
ber. On October 3, the Division Series, the first round of 
the playoffs, began. 

This opening round pits the team with the best 
record in each league, the American League (AL) and 
the National League (NL), against the wild-card team, 
one of the two best teams in each league that did not 
win their division. It also pits the second-best division 
winner against the third-best. There are three divisions 
in each league: the Central, the East, and the West, each 
consisting of five teams.  

Currently, the American League Division Series 
(ALDS) would feature the East-leading Boston Red 
Sox (with a Win-Loss Record of 97-65) playing against 
the Tampa Bay Rays (92-71). The other ALDS would 
include the Detroit Tigers (93-69) and the Oakland Ath-
letics (96-66). Currently, one National League Division 
Series (NLDS) would feature the NL Central-leading 
St. Louis Cardinals (97-65) and the wild-card Pittsburgh 
Pirates (94-68). In the other NLDS, the Atlanta Braves 
(96-66) would battle the Los Angeles Dodgers (92-
70). The Division Series are a best-of-five series, and 
the winners of each advance to the National League/
American League Championship Series (ALCS/NLCS), 
beginning October 11. 

These series are best-of-seven, with the winners of 
each squaring off in one of the best moments in profes-
sional sports, the World Series. To win the best-of-seven 
World Series is a huge accomplishment, as a team must 
be consistently good over the course of a 162-game 

season, and able to beat better teams when 
needed. Unfortunately for many local fans, the 
San Francisco Giants, a favorite team among 
EC students, were eliminated from playoff 
contention after finishing (76-86) this season. 
The Giants failed to live up to expectations 
this year, coming off a season where they 
swept the Tigers in the 2012 World Series, 
after coming back from deficits in the NLDS 
against the Reds and the NLCS against the 
Cardinals. 

Junior Emily Holloway says that she 
hasn’t been following the MLB as much this 
season because her favorite team, the Gi-
ants, have been performing badly. However, 
she hopes that the Oakland A’s, another local 
team, go far in the playoffs. “I think the A’s, or 
maybe the Red Sox, can win the World Series 
this year,” says Holloway.  She also thinks that 
the Dodgers could perform well, though, as a 
Giants fan, hopes that they do not, as the two 
teams are bitter rivals. Holloway believes that 
the MLB playoffs are much better than that 
of other sports, as they are more intense and 
more important to her. 

Junior Jacob Lenhart agrees that the 
MLB playoffs are more intense, and adds that 
he loves to see some of the best players in the 
league battle. Don’t miss one of the biggest 
sporting events of the year, with the NLCS 
beginning tonight on TBS. Featuring two of 
the National League’s best teams, it promises 
to be a thrilling series.

averaging over a point a game 
and with other skilled scorers 
such as Antonio Ayala and 
Paul Sorenson, the JV squad 
has the vital pieces to go on a 
promising league run. Another 
area where the team is looking 
well is at goaltender, having 
the versatility of two keepers 
with combined over fifty saves 
in the year it is another reason 
this squad has a chance at an 
exciting 2013-2014 season.
 Although El Camino 
soccer is not having an ideal 
season thus far, we should sup-
port these athletes and unite to 
give them the confidence they 
need to put all of their talent 
to good use. With league play 
just underway, The Eagles 
have to give it their all to stay 
in contention - and as long as 
the two squads have their one 
of a kind swagger there’s really 
no limit to the things they can 
accomplish this season. 

EC boys soccer having a challenging yet very hopeful season

October Baseball: Where every pitch determines a victory or defeat

EC water polo making waves toward victory 

The EC Varsity boys soccer team shows off their moves in a game against Antelope.
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Postseason MLB teams that battle for that World Series ring Gr
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Elco’s water polo team practice hard and  strive for wins to go to playoffs

Ph
oto

 by
: J

ON
AT

HA
N 

MO
RF

OR
D 


