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Sports outside of school enhance EC athletics

years with much help from last year’s graduating class, a transformation has occurred. Now 
instead of having a few fans spread apart attend the games, there is a large group of students all 
sitting together unified cheering on the athletes. “ Without a club, everyone is just spread out 

EC girls kickin’ grass on the football field

JV/Varsity Football
Vs. Antelope @ Ec
10/11/13
(5:15/7:30pm) 
Vs. Cordova @Cordova
10/18/13
(5:15/7:30pm)
Vs. Whitney @ EC
10/24/13
(5:15/7:30pm

Men’s Varsity/JV Soccer
Vs. Mira Loma @ Loma
10/14/13
(4/5:30pm)
Vs. Rio @ Rio
10/16/13
(4/5:30pm)
Vs. Antelope @ Antelope
10/21/13
(4/5:30pm) 

I want you to look around wherever you 
are. Look at all the faces that are your 
classmates, peers, or acquaintances 

and just count the number of people you 
dislike. Now I’ll let you in on a little 
secret: We are all fundamentally annoying 
to each other. And I’m pretty sure we 
all dislike one another quite a bit, too.

Sure, you may have this large group 
of friends that call each other late at night 
with “he said, she said” gossip and go out 
on Friday nights to a dining establishment 
all dressed up. Or you may have a group 
of friends that go to the football game and 
talk about how you should have made 
the team or how hot that girl is. I fully 
acknowledge that those intimidating and 
huge posses exist. However, you cannot 
honestly tell me that you like every single 
person in that group for who he or she 
is and that you would never need any 
friends except those. Why? Because we 
all think we’re the model human being, 
the example everyone should follow. We 
all place ourselves on a sort of pedestal 
and believe that someone really shouldn’t 
behave like that because you don’t or 
that someone should learn how to do 
this because it was practically ingrained 
into your existence at a young age. 

H e r e ’ s  w h a t  w e  n e e d  t o 
real ize ,  though:  We are  not  the 
template, nor are we always right.
I know that every single adult figure 
in your life has probably mentioned 
something along the lines of “You are not 
always right, you need to learn how to be 
wrong,” but I am legitimately telling you, 
as someone in the same age group, that 
this is probably impossible for a majority 
of us to realize. I won’t even say that I 
can follow this rule, because I’m clearly 
trying to convince you that my argument 
is right. We will never be able to admit 
that we are wrong and someone else was 
right, because it is admitting that they may 
be the better template for the human race. 

The main point of where I was going 
with that was that we are all annoying 
to each other because we don’t want 
anyone to be a better human being than 
us. There’s a catch, though. We don’t 
want anyone to be a more perfect human 
than us, but we want everyone to be like 
us and model themselves after us. That 
seems like a bit of a conflict. Doesn’t it 
seem a tad impossible for someone to be 
exactly the same as us but just slightly 
different? It does? Congratulations, you 
have found the meaning of this column. 

We are fundamentally annoying to 
each other because we can’t satisfy the 
double expectation of the other person. 
We dislike each other because it is 
impossible for someone to be the exact 
person that we can fully like or respect. 

“Oh, hey,” said the Devil’s Advocate, 
“what about significant others? Don’t we 
fully like or respect them since we’re 
basically joining ourselves into one?” Ah, 
little one, boyfriends and girlfriends or 
wives and husbands are no different. We 
find them annoying, too! Not only do they 
have to try to satisfy a double expectation, 
but they have to do it in a way where it 
doesn’t seem like you’re dating yourself. 
We’re kind of annoying to ourselves, 
anyways. I wouldn’t want to date me; 
I’m cynical and pessimistic. Gross. 

In terms of life as a whole, it’s 
definitely possible to find those friends 
that you have forever or marry someone 
and be utterly happy with them. Just 
know that at many points in time, you 
will probably want to rip out their vocal 
cords and lock them in a room far away 
from you. And that’s perfectly okay, 
because chances are they want to do the 
same to you.

Annie West
Feature Editor

Fans: to different people, it means dif-
ferent things. Some think of them as just 
admirers of the sport, while others picture 
the family of a player, but for most at El 
Camino when they hear the word fans, 
they think of the El Camino cheering club, 
the Screaming Eagles. The Screaming 
Eagles is a “ conglomeration or group-
ing of the most spirited and school/sport 
committed fans at El Camino” said Senior 
Chase Mauldin. Every member of the 
the Screaming Eagles is committed to the 
teams of El Camino and avidly show it.  

The Screamin Eagles attend almost 
every home game and some away games 
to cheer them on and to help them repre-
sent El Camino. “It’s a powerhouse built of 
the student body coming together to cheer 
them on,” said Senior Erika Bennett.In 
previous years watching an EC sport com-
petition were rather mundane since any 
and all fans were spread out far and wide 
throughout the bleachers. This spacing di-
lemma caused any cheering that did occur 
to sound weak and made any group cheers 
difficult but within the past two or three 

in a crowd, but having a specified cheering section increases the energy, power,and inspires people 
to yell louder” said Senior Emily Hermann “having a section for everyone gives us a place to be 
together like a family”.In addition having cheers to yell throughout th game makes it a bit more en-
tertaining to watch, since the crowd is no longer filled with just spectators, but with people invested in 

 
Alyssa Martin
Staff  Writer
    

What is a JV football team all about? Is it the 
jerseys, coaches, and different plays? There are 2 
girls on EC’s JV team. One of them is Sophomore 
Maria Trujillo. Just because she is a girl doesn’t 
mean she can’t play a male-dominated sport. Her po-
sition is center and wears the number 56 with pride. 
This may only be her first year playing football, but 
her teammates have already made her feel like fam-
ily. As Trujillo said, “I’m just like their little sister.”

When she was a little girl, she didn’t even think 
of playing football. She wanted to something even 
more challenging with her life. In 6th grade, she had 
the realization that she wanted to be in the Marines, 
but her mother wasn’t fond of that idea. She thought 
it was unsafe for Maria to be in the Marines and she 
didn’t want to risk losing her daughter. When Maria 
told her mom that she wanted to be on EC’s football 
team, she wasn’t all that ecstatic. 

“She is a very protective mother and she didn’t 
want to see me getting hurt,” Trujillo said about her 
mom.Has one ever watched a football game from the 

stand and wondered what the players were thinking 
about? Well Maria is 100% focused on what she has 
to do. 

“I’m always thinking about what the play is that 
we have to run. I never want to lose focus,” she said.
It’s hard being a female football player, being out 
there with all the guys, and yet Maria continues to 
play. She knows that she is trying her best by always 
trying to one up herself and improve each day, and 
her teammates are right there with her supporting her 
in every step. 

One of her teammates, Sophomore Tophlin 
Pratt, number 82, wasn’t very keen on the idea of 
playing football with girls. But as time went on, he 
got comfortable with playing with them, “especially 
if they are as driven and hardworking as Maria is,” 
Pratt acknowledged about his teammate.Maria has a 
lot on her plate, with juggling practice, games, school, 
and home life. But she manages to get it all done and 
not have a lot of stress or drama in her life. “I just get 
my work done and turn it all in when it’s due and try 
my hardest in all my classes.”

Maria Trujillo is one of the most driven, hard-
working, dedicated, and devoted athletes at EC. She 
never gives up and that’s why she is so good at what 

she does. She had the courage to try out for a guy’s foot-
ball team and has made it because she has the character 
and passion and commitment to do whatever she puts her 
mind to. That’s why she is one of the best athletes at EC 
and she deserves to be on the JV team and she has defi-
nitely earned her spot on it too. 

Tressa Furry
Staff  Writer 
        

There’s nothing like the power of the student-
athlete. They balance school work, many involved 
in rigorous Honors and AP courses, their respective 
sport(s), and not to mention everything else that 
life throws at them. Staying on top of studies is the 
number one priority for success. Commonly, the 
student-athlete will play a sport for their school, 
and El Camino is no exception, displaying some 
of the finest athletes the school has to offer. Many 
take their athletic abilities to club sports, with de-
manding schedules, challenging practices, and lots 
of hours put into their craft. They either prepare for 
the school season, or continue their sport that isn’t 
offered at El Camino.

 Junior Annie Del Zotto has been a part of Capi-
tal Crew, a junior rowing team in Sacramento, since 
her freshman year. Her sports background includes 
seven years of tennis, six years of swim, and one 
year of track. “I would play a sport for El Camino, 
but crew takes up all my time so I don’t have the 

time to do another,” she said. The way she balances 
academics and crew relies solely on time manage-
ment. “It’s important because if you don’t have it, 
you’ll get behind in both sports and school.”

Gymnast and Junior Lauren Farley encounters 
demanding practices as well, involving lots of con-
ditioning and training as well as routines and indi-
vidual skills to better her team. “A couple of years 
ago, I was doing acting, soccer, and gymnastics. 
Gym takes so much time out of my schedule because 
it’s a pretty demanding sport, so I eventually just 
stuck with it. It’s a pretty unique sport,” she said. 
She goes on to say that she balances the two with 
the motivation to get as much homework done as 
she could before practice. “I used to be a lot more 
involved than I am now, but I still have lots of late 
nights and early mornings.”

For Junior Carolina Chernyetsky, tennis gives 
her something to look forward to and strive to be 
better at. She spends 2-3 hours per day after school 
practicing her tennis game at Rio Del Oro Racquet 
Club, followed with rigorous fitness and tournaments 
on the weekends. “I always have to have a planned 
schedule, but sometimes it’s difficult to focus on 

both [school and tennis],” she said. “Every week is a 
struggle, but it keeps me motivated to keep working 
hard. Every once in a while I get really stressed, but 
I will eventually get through it.”

Both Del Zotto and Farley believe that student-
athletes should stay on top of everything if they’re 
going to balance excellence in academics and sports. 
“Stay focused and stay true to yourself,” said Farley. 
“Be on top of your studies and don’t mess around 
with procrastination.”  Del Zotto adds that “time 
management is the key to allow yourself to do the 
things you want to do. If you’re missing practice be-
cause of school, it puts you behind in your sport. 
Likewise, if you’re missing school because of your 
sport then you’re going to be behind in school.”  

Chernyetsky’s advice is to simply “not focus too 
much on winning or losing, just as long as you’re 
doing the best you can, have fun with it.” With hard 
work and dedication to both aspects, one will find 
themselves reveling in the rewards both bring when 
they head off to college or where ever life takes them 
after high school, ready to take on the world. 

the game.     
 “The screamin Eagles makes sporting events 
a more lively event,” said Bennett. But the effects 
of the cheers don’t end in the bleachers; they have 
an effect on the players as well. “When I play soc-
cer and I hear people cheering, it lifts their spirits 
and makes me forget that I’m tired and makes us  
just want to show the fans and our families how 
well we can play,” said Hermann. Having that con-
stant roar of cheers echoing out of the stands has 
an enormous effect on the athletes. Knowing that 
people are here to watch and encourage each player 
to succeed is motivation. That motivation can cre-
ate that “fire in the belly” feeling that pushes them 
to the next level, or makes them play with every-
thing they have, and its that encouragement that has 
increased the intensity of EC sports.As of now, the 
Screaming Eagles is the largest club on campus, 
with 120 members, due to its ability to diversity the 
members through the unifying cause of cheering on 
El Camino. Anyone can join the Screaming Eagles, 
at anytime, which is helping to bring more under-
classmen into the club and attract different social 
groups. Due to the sudden gain in popularity of the 
Screaming Eagles in the past 2-3 years, El Camino 
has now changed, “El Camino is FIERCE now” 
the screaming eagles has “increased the pride and 
spirit here,and now more kids are willing to stand 
up for EC and are proud of EC,” said Mauldin. 

Screaming Eagles score serious school spirit

Screaming Eagles show off school spirit at the Homecoming game vs Bella Vista.
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Madison Morita 

Trujillo takes pride to be on the JV football team
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