
 Of all the mistakes an El Camino student can make, one of the worst is procrastinating on their SAT or ACT. 
Why? These tests are the nation’s most widely used college admission tests. This means that colleges look at 
a student’s SAT or ACT score and determine whether or not the student is qualified. Of course there are other 
factors in receiving admission as well, but these test scores are among the most important. Slacking off on one’s 
SAT can result in some regrettable consequences, the worst, of course, being denied by their most desired col-
lege. There really is no good excuse for procrastinating on these tests, as they are available to everybody all year 
round.
 What if a student takes the SAT and gets a terrible score? Have you ever had that awesome teacher that allows 
retakes? Thankfully, the College Board and ACT organization is much like that teacher.  The SAT and ACT can 
be taken as many times as one wishes to take it. As to every good thing, there is a downside. Colleges may still 
request to see all the previous SAT/ACT scores of any student. Therefore, one should study in a serious manner 
for every test they purchase.
 A common question among students is what is the difference between the ACT and SAT? The ACT is a test of 
what a student has learned/ achieved in school. The SAT is a test of verbal and reasoning abilities. Another key 
difference between the tests lies in the method in which the scores are counted. The SAT takes off a portion of a 
student’s points for wrong guesses, whereas the ACT does not. That is not to say that the ACT is easier, because 
it contains a science section and tests on more advanced math concepts.  
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Purchase the “Official SAT Study Guide” ($21.99) which provides real, previous SAT • 
tests along with answers and extremely useful tips, methods, and strategies for study-
ing.
Purchase the “Real ACT Prep Guide” ($21.95) for a study book made by the ACT Or-• 
ganization itself.
Take the PSAT at El Camino or at Carmichael Library where Kaplan holds PSATs for • 
without any costs.
Take online practice tests or practice questions for either or both ACT/ SAT.• 
Review previous Algebra II, Geometry, and English notes.• 
Take classes or hire a professional tutor. Recommended for SAT: Schulman’s SAT • 
PREP (www.shulmansat.com).
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Yuliy Tsymbal 
News Editor

Welcome back, El Camino! 
As autumn sinks in, students fall into another 

interesting school year

Fun Facts 
That Will 
Fall Into 
Your Lap 

How to Have a Witchin’ Halloween 
Stories of All Hallows Eve’s Past

 As the leaves begin to change, students are now starting to settle into yet another year 
at El Camino. No longer does the excitement of the new year and stories of summer ad-
ventures echo through the halls.  Instead all that is heard are moans and complaints about 
sleep deprivation and assignments or rehashments of the previous weekend or football 
games. It is now official, summer is gone and the long journey to June 4th is now suf-
ficiently under way.  
 The sense of panic and confusion that was commonly seen in underclassmen in the first 
few weeks has all but disappeared as everyone begins to settle into their classes and find 
their own routines. People now have somewhat set schedule for the mornings: wake up, 
get Starbucks, study in the halls before the bell, and hangout with friends on the way to 
class, they know what routes they take to get through the packed main hall quickly or 
where to walk so that they bump into that crush.  
 Those once trembling freshman that were coaxed through their first day of high school 
Link Leaders are now standing on their own two feet with a sense of belonging. The 
sophomores strut to classes thinking highly of themselves as they see the inexperienced 
freshman clog the halls. Juniors kick back just happy to finally be upperclassmen and 
one year closer to graduation, while the seniors walk with a sense of entitlement around 
campus recalling moments from the previous three years and counting down the days till 
grad. They think, “this is our school and this is our year to leave our mark.” This sense 
of comfort is something that can only be found with time; each year is a stepping stone 
to that last step up onto the graduation stage where yet another class will leave and yet 
another group of 8th graders will invade. So remember this time of the year not as the 
start of football games, homecoming, or real homework, but as the time of year when 
everyone begins to feel like a true El Camino Eagle. 

Annie West 
Feature Editor

Students at El Camino of all grades may feel this at some point in this forthcoming school year
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“Last Halloween my best friends and I did this 
group costume thing. We were the cast of Scooby 
Doo and we went trick-or-treating around the Fab 
40s, you know the super rich neighborhood? We 
got so much candy and half of it were king sized 
candy bars. On top of that we got a lot of compli-
ments on our costume theme so it was a really 
good night overall.” –Sophomore Ashley Arn

“My two best friends and I had a volleyball 
game at Mira Loma so we were kind of dis-
appointed thinking we wouldn’t be able to go 
out especially because it [Halloween] was on 
a Thursday! Instead, after our game, which 
we won by the way, we threw on some light 
makeup and fake blood and decided to go as 
an undead volleyball team. For the people 
that knew us, they said it was a little too real-
istic and our coach wasn’t all too excited by 
the fake blood so close to our new jerseys.”-
Senior Domonique Sacre

“When I was 10, I went to a haunted 
house in Lodi. I was thinking I 
couldn’t be scared by anything but 
when I went into the haunted house 
it was pitch black and I didn’t know 
what to expect. I was especially 
creeped out by the dolls that just 
seemed to stare at me no matter where 
I was.”-Freshman Collin Bones

“A few years ago my girlfriend and I went to 
a pumpkin patch. We decided not to each pick 
one out so instead we decided to find the big-
gest pumpkin we could find. The one we got 
was 13 lbs. When we got back to my house 
we each carved one side of it and then turned 
it around to surprise each other. It would have 
been a lot cuter if either of us were better 
artists. Our carvings looked a little bit like 
something a kindergartener would draw. It 
was not good but it was a lot of fun and we 
had to work together to find the pumpkin. Of 
course I had to carry it all the way back to the 
car. She treated me to some cinnamon baked 
pumpkin seeds so I guess it was worth it.”-
Junior Preston Scott

Antonia Rose 
Entertainment Editor

-Due to cooler temperatures, you sleep longer.
-Cooler temperatures naturally make it more likely that you will fall in love
-Apple’s can prevent Alzheimer’s and are a natural tooth whitener
-Pumpkins were once used to remove freckles and cure snakebites
Bobbing for apples was a tradition that originated in Roman times
-September 22 is the autumn equinox, meaning day and night are equal length
-Count Dracula was a real person, although he was not actually a vampire.
-Wearing masks on Halloween is actually an ancient Celtic tradition 
-Red and Purple leaves are caused by the presence of sugars from sap that is trapped 
inside the leaves.
-On the autumn equinox, it is the only day when it is possblie to stand an egg on its end. 
-Autumn makes squirrels go nuts! It is the peak time for collecting and burying any nuts 
they’ve found.

Thank You!

Carwash, 9/7/13

Pizza & Pasta for Print, 9/12/13

PTSA Flea Market, 9/21/13

We realize that our paper would not be possible without the 
generous support of our EC families and community. Here are a 
few of the people who have helped us create this first issue:

Shu Wu, we appreciated the lemonade your brought to our first 
fundraiser of the year. It was refreshing on a hot day, and we 
offered it to customers and drank some of  it ourselves to stay 
motivated. It brought a touch of class to our carwash!

Nancy Morford, thank you for helping us stay in business by 
feeding us and drying our towels. We were low on energy and
supplies when you showed up with pizza and reinforcements. 
We could not have done our best without you! 

Gary Taylor, you not only came out to support our second fund-
raising effort, but you treated us to First Supper, our class dinner
to start the year together. This was such a nice surprise!

Mrs. Turner, thanks for sitting and socializing with us while you
waited for your take-out pie. It was great to have the support of
another teacher at EC! 

Billie Seekins and Colleen Bennett, thank you for donating a por- 
tion of the proceeds to our cause. Every contriution helps, and we 
look forward to making an excellent paper for you this year!

Special Thanks 
from  

the Eagle Eye 
Staff 

Whatever one likes about fall, make it a great one with happiness and fun.
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Antonia Rose 
Entertainment Editor


