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As fall rounds the corner, the Drama department is expected to put 
on a fall play, accompanied by a preview show and ticket sales in the fi-
nance office. However, that isn’t happening this 
year, leaving some drama members confused 
and even disgruntled. What could be the cause 
of this out of character development? 

The answer to this question can be found in 
the auditions (or lack thereof) receiving little to 
no students willing to participate. With no cast 
or crew, the current drama teacher, Mr. Santil-
lanes, felt he had no choice but to cancel the entire show. He described 
his reasoning behind the cancellation, “I had received many warnings 
and murmurings in my classes that they did not want to participate in this 
play. I was not expecting that, shocked even, to hear students in a drama 
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El Camino High School has for the last 53 years 
provided a generally traditional high school experi-
ence to tens of thousands of students. Some of the 
idyllic portions of this voyage include Homecoming 
dances, Friday night football games and a fair share of 
zany but ultimately lovable teachers. However, it has 
also been home to another inescapable part of the high 
school experience: drug dealing. This current gen-
eration is no different. Despite school officials’ best 
efforts, drugs are consistently available to interested 
students. Though it should be made clear that only a 
small portion of El Camino’s population is active in 
this culture of drug use and sale on campus, it is cer-
tainly a problem that many staff and students alike are 
greatly concerned with. 

An eclectic group of the student body with dif-
fering familiarity in the drug culture agreed to anony-
mously offer their experiences and opinions on the 
situation. Regardless of their attitudes concerning 
drug use, some common trends among every student’s 
experiences and lines of thought appeared. They all 
held that marijuana is by far the most popular drug at 
El Camino. It is accepted by many different groups 
and can be used in many different social settings. Get-
ting high on marijuana is less intense and destructive 
than drinking heavily. Although marijuana is certainly 
the most popular drug, hallucinogens, lower grade 
amphetamines, and tobacco chew are also used. The 
sources also thought that the school works very hard to 
halt the flow but ultimately is unable to catch enough 
of the perpetrators to make a real difference. 

One source with a history of use on campus said, 
“Basically you are in a large area with a lot of back-
packs everywhere without constant supervision and 
oversight. Short of drastic measures, nothing can be 
done. If you are bringing stuff to school, you are kind 
of playing a numbers game.” 

On a similar note, a separate source who avoids 
drugs on campus said, “It is pretty hard to really do 
anything about it. It is a difficult thing to enforce. Kids 
are going to do what kids are going to do.” 

Very few can envy the school administration’s 
task of policing well over a thousand kids with a very 
limited amount of workers. A source commented, “I 
think they are as effective as they can be. But there 
is too few people trying to pick through such a large 

Fall play falls to its dramatic demise

Drug dealing at El Camino
Eagles soar “high” on more than just the wind

...I felt hurt and angry, 
but mostly I felt robbed 
of the experience of 
directing a play...” 

“
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Drug dealing at El Camino is not necessarily popular, but it is certainly not hard to find. Although a majority don’t take part, the problem is still prevalent.
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The anticipation for “Catching Fire,” 
the second movie in the Hunger Games 

series, is burning bright.

class unwilling to act or participate. I cancelled the fall play and pushed 
it back to the spring play, with auditions starting in February. If, like last 
time, no one shows up to auditions, I will have no problem pushing this 
one back until next year. This play is something that we as the drama 
department need to get through.” 

When asked about his personal opinion on 
the play, he said, “This is my first year teaching 
drama, taking the role of an experienced teacher 
who stepped down. I never thought it would be as 
hard as I found it to manage the drama students. 
After only two people showed up for auditions, 
I felt hurt and angry, but mostly I felt robbed of 
the experience of directing a play, whether it was 

a victory or a failure.” 
How did this make the current students taking drama feel? Senior 

Cody Eddenfield told The Eagle Eye his side of the story. “Personally,” 
he said, “I thought [Mr. Santillanes’ speech] was actually quite effective, 

group of people. Like six administration people 
searching through like a thousand people. It is a sort 
of needle in a haystack.” 

Administration seemed aware of their logistical 
disadvantages.  Vice Principal Colin Bross said on 
the matter, “We do a good job of catching it when we 
can,” while Principal Shelley Friery pragmatically 
said, “We do what we can. Obviously we would like 
to do more but with such limited resources it is diffi-
cult. More needs to be done on the part of students to 
make it unacceptable.” 

A phrase used repeatedly was “you can only do 
so much.” Though certainly disconcerting to those 

interested in reducing drug-related activity on school 
grounds, until proven false this statement remains an 
apt descriptor of the current state of affairs. Admin-
istration seemed aware of their logistical disadvan-
tages. 

Unlike movie and television depictions of high 
school, there are no “secret hideouts” where deals take 
place or well known dealers who supply everyone. 
Rather, a fluid and discrete marketplace has grown to 
meet demands. A source describing the situation said, 
“I would not say that there is a guy who everybody 
knows will sell them drugs. There is not some spot to 
buy them or anything. These days it is people who sell 

to their friends and then those friends tell people.” 
In a similar vein, another student added, “The 

school provides all the ingredients between the people 
who are interested and the people who have the means 
to provide what is wanted. It is a great marketplace.” 

For upperclassmen with cars, using the school to 

The lead ammo ban comes off as inef-
fective in its purpose to students and 

has upset many EC hunters.
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and it made me have more respect for him because he showed that he was 
serious about this and wanted to get things done.” 

On the topic of plays, he had said, “It takes too much time out of my 
already busy schedule. For all the time it takes, I feel as though it is not 
worth putting on the show for the lack of tickets we sell and the lack of 
support we get.” 

When the discussion of the play itself arose, he said, “I wasn’t plan-
ning on being in it anyways, but I know some people were very disap-
pointed. But, I believe that some kids put off auditioning because of the 
time era difference. The Greek characters are a lot more difficult to play 
because we have to do a lot of research on them and find out how they 
acted.” 

The power struggle occurring between a teacher new to the El Cami-
no stage and the veteran students currently in the class has made the entire 
school suffer the loss of a play. No one can say for certain if there will be 
a play for spring if this internal game of tug-of-war continues. One has to 
compromise, but who is willing to step down and end this stalemate?
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El Camino students weigh in on the 
controversy facing the Redskins’ 

name.

A behind the scenes look at the activi-
ties of ASB shows off all that they do 

for the school.
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