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Unsightly events have unfolded in Sacramento, 
most notably, the deaths that have occurred on local 
streets. Pedestrian versus vehicle accidents are not just 
tragic, but consistent. The Federal Highway Admin-
istration (FHWA) has voted Sacramento, California 
in the top twenty deadliest cities for pedestrians. This 
makes it into the top five, overlooking Los Angles and 
New York City. Just recently, there were three deaths 
and one major injury involving pedestrian to vehicle 
accidents, all within thirteen hours apart from each 
other. One of these accidents was on Eastern Avenue 
and Arden Way, around a mile from El Camino High 
School. The accident proved fatal to the pedestrian, 
who was an El Camino alumni. 

“These numbers are alarming, not only from a 
law enforcement perspective but also from the com-
munity,” said Adrian Quintero, spokesman for the 

Valley Division of the CHP. “We want driving to be 
safe for everyone.” 

These deaths are alarming to all community mem-

The United States of America has always 
been a nation deeply rooted in the principles 
of freedom and individual choices. As a 

nation borne in the hallowed flames of revolution, our 
founding fathers saw firsthand how government could 
easily slip over the brink into tyranny, a hard-learned 
lesson that brought about ten novel amendments to the 
US Constitution, otherwise known as the Bill of Rights. 
The current administration, however, seems to have 
forgotten the sacrifices of our forefathers in attaining 
such freedoms, as their latest “healthcare reform” 
contradicts the very document they swore to uphold. 

Although distinguishing between Washington’s 
growing pile of blunders has become an increasingly 
futile task, once cannot skirt around the multi-headed 
behemoth that is the Patient Protection and Affordable 
Care Act. This unconstitutional train wreck is already 
costing the American taxpayer an ungodly amount 
of money, as evidenced by the shoddy web site set 
up to streamline ObamaCare registration. Under 
the direct supervision of the Department of Health 
and Human Services and it’s executive, Secretary 
Kathleen Sebelius, the web site ALONE has flushed 
approximately $634 million taxpayer dollars straight 
down the toilet. According to the fervent multitude of 
consumers who tried to sign up for socialist healthcare, 
the site frequently crashed and ultimately barred 
them from registration. As a result, only six people 
successfully signed on with the public option on the 
first day. No, not six million, not six thousand, not even 
six hundred. A $634 million dollar web site managed 
to reel in a laughable six people within the first twenty-
four hours, clearly indicating the general public’s view 
on this overreaching and invasive healthcare reform. 
After all, if ObamaCare isn’t fit for federal executives 
and legislators (i.e. POTUS, the cabinet, etc.), it clearly 
isn’t good enough for the American people. 

Fortunately, as ObamaCare slowly sinks under the 
weight of socialism and heavy bureaucracy, many of its 
shadier facets have been revealed and scrutinized. With 
over 2,700 pages of legislative jargon to decipher, the 
patriotic efforts of many financial and medical experts 
have brought the worst of ObamaCare to light. Chief 
among these bureaucratic deceptions would be the 
radical alteration of the standard medical insurance 
policy. Under the new program, the consumer will be 
forced to pay for inflated premiums, largely in part to 
the fact that you must be insured for every possible 
calamity under the sun…and then some. For example, 
if you are a young, single man, your plan will still cover 
pediatric expenses and maternity costs. On the flip side, 
a seventy-eight year old woman’s policy will include 
clauses for substance abuse treatment, emergency 
contraception, mental disorders, and even treatment 
for STD’s. Put in simple terms, the consumer will 
be forced to buy into a plan that could cover anyone 
short of a leper, rather than choosing a cost-effective 
plan that could be tailored to their needs. Of course 
the logical person would be asking how they could opt 
out of such an absurd program. It’s quite simple: for 
a hefty annual tax, you too can earn the privilege of 
purchasing private health insurance, which is predicted 
to eventually fold under government competition. Think 
ObamaCare is going to drive down your medical costs? 
Think again. 

Regardless of prices and increased premiums, the 
very nature of ObamaCare is contradictory to values that 
every bona fide American holds true. Under the guise 
of broadening opportunities for low-cost healthcare, 
this “reform” accomplishes nothing short of imposing 
socialism on the average American, forcing them to buy 
into outrageous government policies. Because “people 
have a right to healthcare,” (nobody can claim rights to 
another man’s services), the entire insurance industry 
will soon feel the backlash of liberal guilt. Nonetheless, 
the loss of yet another personal liberty will no doubt 
have the strongest impact on the American people.

bers in Sacramento. Many walk home on busy streets 
such as El Camino Avenue and Eastern Avenue. The 
question is, is it mainly the pedestrian’s fault, or that 
of the driver of the vehicle? 

“Many times, pedestrians are at fault,” said Se-
nior Mason McLain. “I see people walking carelessly 
through an intersection often. People [pedestrians] are 
ignorant to the world around them.” 

To Junior Kari Barkell, both pedestrians and 
drivers are at fault, and with teen drivers, it is ex-
tremely dangerous to be a pedestrian. “Teen drivers 
are just starting out. They have distractions like loud 
music and friends.” Barkell also said that, “drivers are 
to blame, as pedestrians are normally cautious.” 

Pedestrian versus vehicle accidents rarely come 
out pretty. More than 90% of these accidents happen 
outside of crosswalks, and 60% at night (FHWA). This 
means that pedestrians may expect the driver to see 
them or stop as they walk across the street. 

On the other hand, distractions and controlled 
substances also play a factor to impaired drivers who 
hit pedestrians. Cell phones and alcohol create a huge 
obstruction for driver ability to perform actions behind 
the wheel. 

A helpful tip for those behind the wheel and cross-
ing the street is: pay attention. Sounds like an obvi-
ous solution, but looking both ways before crossing 
the road and scanning for hazards while behind the 
wheel can increase one’s safety as well as the safety 
of others. Also, drinking and driving don’t mix. Again, 
something that is heard a thousand times a day, but 
that is because it is so important. More deaths occur 
because of a DUI than any other reason. 

Sacramento, California is one of the deadliest cit-
ies in the United States for pedestrians. Therefore, EC 
students, stay safe while walking and practice safety 
behind the wheel. 
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How does one quantify heroism, or 
more importantly, go about recognizing 
it? In the United States Armed Forces, 
there are many commendations for vary-
ing degrees of courage, the foremost 
being the Medal of Honor. First awarded 
during the Civil War, the Medal of 
Honor is awarded by the president 
himself for personal acts of valor above 
and beyond the call of duty. Since 1863, 
3,468 American heroes have received 
this hallowed medal, the most recent be-
ing Capt. William D. Swenson, who was 
inducted into a long line of patriots on 
October 15, 2013. Along with being the 
first commissioned officer to be awarded 
the medal during the War on Terror, he 
is also the sixth living recipient during 
the conflict so far. What really sets Sw-
enson apart from his comrades, however, is the fact 
that his medal was nearly lost.

Swenson’s long journey began in 2009 with the 
Battle of Ganjgal, during which his 106 man column 
was ambushed by Taliban insurgents. Despite being 
pinned down by heavy enemy fire, he ran over 50 
meters without cover to reach wounded comrades, 
administering vital first aid. He then loaded the 
wounded into an unarmored vehicle, driving them out 
of harm’s way before returning to the combat zone. 
By the time the 6-7 hour battle came to an end, Swen 
son’s selfless actions had saved well over a dozen 

American and Afghan lives. 
“That’s insane,” exclaimed Sophomore Madison 

James. “He sounds like a real hero, very deserving of 
the Medal of Honor.”

One must wonder then, if the captain acted with 
such bold intrepidity, why was he awarded the medal 
a solid four years after the battle? The easiest answer 
can be chalked up to the inefficient bureaucracy that 
often exists within the federal government. However, 
others feel that the medal was deliberately held up 
to punish Swenson for criticizing his superiors after 
the battle, including the man himself. After all, this 

wouldn’t be the first time an old 
soldier was hung out to dry by vin-
dictive commanding officers. 

“That doesn’t seem fair to deny 
him such an important thing over 
such a bad reason,” commented 
Freshman Jonathan Marino. “I’m 
glad he got it though.”

Whether he was being deliber-
ately passed over or was simply the 
victim of bad paperwork remains 
to be seen, but thanks to the effort 
of many dedicated servicemen and 
citizens, the medal finally came 
through. Sgt. Dakota Meyer, a fel-
low Medal of Honor recipient and 
US Marine who was also present 
at the Battle of Ganjgal made an 
impassioned case for Swenson, 
stating that he would not be alive 
today had it not been for the for-
saken Army officer. Throughout the 

four years of waiting, Swenson remained as humble 
and unpretentious as always, testament to his inner 
strength and resolve. 

“Capt. Swenson did what he thought was correct 
and proper. Even if it meant disobeying orders, he put 
his men above himself,” observed Mr. Posner. “For 
a man of his caliber, I don’t think receiving the medal 
mattered very much, as those who are awarded it 
never feel they deserve it.”

Although it took some time, Capt. Swenson has 
now joined the ranks of America’s boldest warriors, a 
place of honor few would dispute he has earned.  

Gr
ap

hic
s b

y a
rtil

es
.la

tim
es

.co
m

Long Awaited Medal Awarded to War Hero

Pedestrians Walk the Line of Safety

“Drug Dealing” Continuation

Capt. William D. Swenson receives the Medal of Honor from President Obama

A driver is terrified from hitting a pedestrian.

El Camino’s 
History 

buy their drugs is far less needed as they can network 
to make such transactions outside of school fairly eas-
ily. However, underclassmen tend to be more depen-
dent on using the campus as their place of business. 
Because the vast majority are unable to drive them-
selves, school is the only place where they interact 
with others who have access to what they want to 
buy. It seems underclassmen also tend to not evade 
punishment as much as their upperclassmen peers. 
This is likely due to the added awareness and judge-
ment that upperclassmen possess due to years of ex-
perience avoiding such punishments. As one admit-
ted dealer explained, “Most of us are pretty good 
at hiding it. It is the stupid ones who get caught.” 

El Camino’s website links to San Juan Unified 
School District’s 2011-2012 Suspension and Expulsion 
guide, providing the school’s official policy regarding 
disciplinary punishment. Unlawful sale of controlled 
substances results in an automatic recommendation 
for expulsion while possession nets a five day home 
suspension. It seems that punishment for possession 
is under school officials’ discretion more so than sale. 
These consequences certainly give pause to many 
considering use or dealing on campus, but not all. 

A source with knowledge of the drug trade said that 
dealers tend to not fear the consequences because “Kids 
are sneaky and very good at hiding things.” Most deal-

ers have a simple motivation: making money. “Some-
times I do it to get some money and I just like to have a 
good time,” one dealer said. However, the motivation 
of those who use drugs on campus is harder to decipher. 

Many believe that being high on campus gives 
them an edgy image, which they find desirable. But 
the most common explanation for those getting high 
on campus is an intermingling of apathy, stress relief, 
and a desire to avoid their boredom at school. One 
non-user said, “I think people take school as a joke 
and feel like being high makes everything easier and 
less important. There are people who do it just to be 
high, and don’t give school the attention it requires 
to make it in life because they flat out don’t care.”

A separate student said, “More stress, heavier 
drug use. School is so stressful. Kids go to school for 
6 hours, come home and have another 4-5 hours of 
homework. It is also fun, something new every time, an 
escape from reality.” Finally, a reformed user admitted 
to getting high “to liven up the day. School is boring.” 

Though most students do not engage in this 
subculture, it is clear that a black market of sorts is 
alive and well. If one wishes to find drugs on cam-
pus, it can be done rather easily. It remains to be 
seen if the current equilibrium will be altered either 
by a change in student behavior or in school policy. 
For today, the market remains open for business. 
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