
EDITORIAL
Stress takes its toll on the average eagle 

 

An overload of sex causes heads to spin

Class selection plagues studentsCalifornia to freely issue 
drivers licenses to illegals Parker Randall

Staff  Writer

Parker Randall
Staff  Writer

Tressa Furry
Spotlight Editor

The Eagle Eye

Editor in Chief
Madison Morita

Sports Editor
James Harrell

Feature Editor
Annie West

The Eagle Eye is published 
approximately every month by the 
students in the journalism class at El 
Camino Fundamental High School.  
    The goals of The Eagle Eye are to 
serve as a model of expression for 
student viewpoints and to educate, 
accurately inform, and to entertain 
readers. Content is determined by 
the staff and does not necessarily 
reflect the opinions or policies of El 
Camino Fundamental High School’s 
faculty, administration, advisor or 
student body.

Students are protected in their 
exercises of press freedom by the 
First Ammendment to the Con-
stitution of the United States and 
California Education Code 48907.  
 Unsigned editorials reflect the 
majority opinion of the editorial 
board. Signed editorials and col-
umns reflect the views of the writer. 
 Letters to the editor and guest 
comments are encouraged and must 
be signed, although anonymity can 
be granted on a case by case basis. 
 The editorial board reviews the 
letters to the editor, advertising and 
guest commentaries and reserves 
the right to edit and refuse material. 
Reasons can include length, clarity, 
libel, obscenity, and material disrup-
tion of the educational process at El 
Camino Fundamental High School 
or violation of copyright laws.  
 Advertisements and letters to 
the editor shall not be construed as 
an endorsement by the staff.    

El Camino Fundamental High School
4300 El Camino Avenue
Sacramento, CA 95821

News Editors
Annie Lin

Yuliy Tsymbal

Opinion Editor
Matthew Bollinger

Entertainment Editor
Antonia Rose

Photographer
Jonathan Morford

Advisor
Ms. Ari Santillanes

Editorial Policy

Staff Writers
Theo De Rosa, David Enabnit, Mia 

Evans, Melissa Harrell, Hannah Kim, 
Alyssa Martin, Trevor Morris-Seekins, 

Cora Piper, Kyle Rairdon, Rachel 
Ralph, Parker Randall, Caitlyn Towne

Website Editor
Wyatt Taylor

Graphics Editor
Kyra Johnson

Spotlight Editor
Tressa Furry

Chances are one who is reading 
this right now is stressed out or over-
whelmed by the academia of El Cami-
no in one way or another. Projects, 
homework from six classes, expected 
to exert all their best efforts into every-
thing – stress is inevitable. But is the 
pressure too much?

At El Camino, various Honors 
and AP classes are offered, which stu-
dents sign up for willingly to either 
challenge or reach their potential. It’s 
expected of students, Honors or oth-
erwise, at this school to be committed 
to high expectations, ethics, and aca-
demic standards. (www.sanjuan.edu/
ElCamino). 

El Camino dons the name “Fun-
damental” because it gives the impres-
sion that students, as well as parents 
and faculty, are strongly dedicated to 
the rigor of the academics that prepare 
for the future. No doubt does El Cami-
no do that, but it tends to lead to the 
sacrificing of sanity, sleep, and most 
important, it induces unwanted and 
unnecessary stress.

Senior Taylor Haskin believes it’s 
legitimate to say that El Camino should 

ease on the high demand of homework to accommodate the stress level of 
students because, “[she feels] like assigning work like [teachers] do is really 
setting us up for failure more than success and that is incredibly stressful for 
all students.” She backs her statement up by demonstrating that students have 
to pick and choose which of their classes are “most important” than others 
when it comes to assignments given, and choose whether to give in to the late 
night hours or weave their homework into the morning or even during school 
hours, just before their class begins. Many students are guilty of this action, 
but when high standards are set, one must be able to survive in them.

However, others believe the contrary. “As much as I would like to have 
less stress, I don’t think El Camino needs to adjust their standards,” said 
sophomore and Honors student Maggie Miller. “Everything we are doing 
now is definitely manageable – students need to learn how to organize their 

time properly and apply themselves, 
and there’s no doubt that they’ll suc-
ceed!”

Junior Courtney Barrett, although 
not in any Honors classes, holds a 
viewpoint both like Haskin and Miller. 
“Teachers give homework for busy 
work, but others give it because they 
feel students need it. A lot of students 
are drained from 6-7 hours of school; 
everybody also has a life outside of 
school. It doesn’t matter if you’re tak-
ing regular, AP, or Honors classes; ev-
erybody gets stressed at some point.”

The whole point of El Camino’s 
academic attitude is to prepare students 
for the future by setting the educational 
foundation. Understandably, students 
must do well in order to achieve any 
success. With success comes a lot of 
work, more than what our parents had 
to deal with. The need to go to college 
is growing exponentially, for it leads to 
victory in life and its pursuits. As col-
leges visit this school, announcements 
of academic scholarships flow through 
the classrooms, the pressuring of that 
golden 4.0 GPA is mounting, but by no 
means impossible. It’s only a matter of 
time if all this head-exploding from the 
work given now is worth it in the long 
run.

Governor Jerry Brown has recently 
passed a bill that allows illegal immigrants 
to drive legally in the state of California. 
Making it the 11th state to have a law like 
this to be passed. However this new bill 
has gotten mixed reactions from Califor-
nia residents. It is heavily favored by the 
Democratic party for its giving of rights 
to immigrants and it is disliked by Repub-
licans because the non American citizens 
have the right to drive freely, even though 
they have not entered the country legally.  
 What most people in California 
do not know is that there is another part of 
the bill that can really affect the economy 
of California. With this new bill being 
passed it is now illegal to discriminate in 
hiring someone in California because they 
are an illegal immigrant. This makes it a 
lot harder for businesses to run in the state 
of California. They are screwed no matter 
what they end up doing. If they refuse to 
allow illegal immigrants to work because 
of their illegal status they will be break-
ing state law; on the other hand if they hire 
them in order to prevent them from being 
punished by the federal government then 
they can get in trouble by the national gov-
ernment of the United states for hiring an 
illegal immigrant for a job. 

This makes less businesses want to 
have operations in California because they 

do not want to deal with this new law. 
According to a Christian author James 
Lambert on an article posted on www.
onenewnow.com the passing of this law is 
“confirming that the law means nothing” 
by granting drivers license to illegal im-
migrants.

The law also bans discrimination 
based on the license and says a driver’s 
license cannot be the reason an illegal im-
migrant is arrested, so even if a policeman 
knows that someone that they pull over is 
there illegally they are not allowed to arrest 
them even though they now know that they 
are here illegally because the driver lisence 
says they are not a registered immigrant. 
The reason why this bill got passed is be-
cause California is predominatly Demo-
crat, there were enough liberal people that 
they were able to get their way no matter 
how much the Republicans voiced their 
disapproval. Junior Desmarea  Martinez 
is one student at El Camino who disagrees 
with this law. Recently the Governor has 
also vetoed a bill that would have allowed 
illegal immigrants to serve on juries in 
California which made some people really 
mad because they did not understand why 
he would pass one bill allowing illegal im-
migrants rights and not another. Governor 
Jerry Brown of the democratic party in 
California agrees that the right to serve in 
a jury is a power that only a citizen of the 
United States should have in a article that 
was published in the Chicago tribune.

When one starts the school year there 
is a large variety of classes to choose from. 
For a large amount of these classes one can 
choose to either make them honors and 
Ap for academic classes and advanced for 
elective classes. There a large amount of 
differences between the two. 

Advanced classes mostly tend to have 
a lot more things to learn and/or in a quick-
er time than regular classes. Also in these 
higher level classes there is usually more 
projects,tests and homework. This does 
not mean that challenging yourself with 
these upper classes are not without reward. 
With any advanced academic class you re-
ceive an extra grade point if you get a C or 
higher in the class. This means that if you 
get a B in a class like Honors Biology it 
will show in your weighted GPA as viewed 
as a four instead of a 3. This looks good 
in many college classes if you have a high 
weighted GPA. Some of these advanced 
classes are AP classes  and if you do well 
enough in them you can take a college 
level test in May to attempt to get college 
credit which can save you a large amount 
of money. Since there is a larger amount of 
work in advanced classes regular classes 
tend to have more free time, to work on 
homework for school, or to goof out until 
the bell rings. This does not mean that peo-
ple that do not take advanced classes are 
doing it because there is a smaller work-
load  in regular ones. Some people are 

not smart enough to be able to handle the 
more rigourous classes or maybe they do 
not know that the class existed and of the 
benefits from taking these upper classes. 

According to a dean of admissions 
Jeff Rickey at Saint Lawrence university 
in an article posted on New York Times.
com taking an advanced classes if you 
school offers them is an important factor 
in deciding who they admit. 

A college admissions officer Audrey 
Kahane  who has her own website at http://
www.audreykahane.com believes that stu-
dents that complete multiple AP classes 
are more prepared for a college work load. 
Both of these admissions officers however 
believe that you should only take as many 
advanced classes as you can handle. 

Some teachers at El camino teach 
both regular and advanced classes. One of 
these is Mr.Dingman who teaches both 
Honors English 2 and English 4 at the 
school. “I do not prefer teaching one type 
of class over the other in a way they are 
both a challenge to teach. With my honors 
class I have to grade their assignments and 
quizzes more harshly and come up with 
high difficulty things to do”. “On the other 
hand with my regular classes I have to be 
creative and make the particular topic in-
teresting in some way so they will be able 
to pay more attention to the lesson. It is 
one’s decision in the hand what type of the 
class they should take.

What’s with all the sex in the world at 
the moment? It seems like everywhere 
we turn, there’s another instance of 
people (or animals) getting down and 
dirty. Has it always been like this, or 
are we just noticing now? A Foxtel bill-
board confronted Kings Cross locals 
this week with its image of a man about 
to have sex with a pig. The image was 
taken from controversy-causing UK TV 
show Black Mirror, which is set to air 
in June. The billboard “was intended to 
provoke, but is clearly in appalling taste 
and demonstrates a lapse of judgement 
by Studio and a failure in the approv-
als process at Foxtel,” said a spokes-
person after reactions to the billboard 
erupted online. Doesn’t it seem absurd 
that sexual activity is still somewhat of 
a taboo when everything in the media 
and out of it is overly sexualized? Sex 
has long been the staple tool for sell-
ing products; even when playing the 

sex card is obviously absurd. And now 
we wonder why there are kids running 
around singing about shaking their body 
parts. There exists this constant pressure 
to be perfect, beautiful, sexy; being sim-
ply oneself is not enough anymore. Due 
to social media’s portrayal of desire as 
having to be explicitly sexual, society is 
force to have that “wow!” factor in order 
to stand out or make heads turn. Picture 
one of those scenes where someone has 
a devil on one shoulder and an angel on 
the other. First one says, “Hey! Kim Kar-
dashian has a big butt and wears clothes 
to show off that butt. She’s sexy. Don’t 
you wanna be sexy?” and then the other 
one says,“People who have sex before 
marriage are like used toothbrushes and 
chewed-up candy – dirty and disgusting. 
Sex is a no-no.”  With the abundance 
of confusion surrounding the portrayal 
of the sexual aspects of  social media, 
how can schools possibly hope to man-

age the huge impact on education that 
sex holds? Perhaps by teaching the art of 
birth control school’s would better help 
the students to be equipped with the tools 
necessary for prevent, although, from a 
religious standpoint it’s very interesting 
that it’s such a struggle to provide teen-
agers with comprehensive sexual educa-
tion in schools. Maybe those responsible 
for all the abstinence-only education 
should tackle the oversexed media out 
there. All these and contradictions are 
the reasons why society is left to create 
its own role and definition for sex within 
the stream of education and everyday in-
teraction. Although social media is the 
easiest culprit to blame in introducing 
various sex paraphernalia to student’s 
everyday lives, is it possible that peer 
pressure could also be to blame? With 
such high expectancies and a need to be 
accepted by peers it isn’t uncommon that 
students would aim more directly at the 

creation of a sexual relationship in or-
der to gain social status. The next ques-
tion to ask is; would it be appropriate for 
schools to teach abstinence in a public 
school setting? Absolutely not. This sup-
posedly goes back to the debate of Absti-
nence versus Prevention and it would be 
accurate to say that the public education 
systems is stuck between a rock and a 
hard place (no pun intended). Teaching 
abstinence is almost certainly not worth 
the effort, whereas teaching preven-
tion plays against the morals of certain 
individuals. With teen pregnancy rates 
on the rise, the education system plays 
a vital role in the projection of sexual 
tendencies within the teenage popula-
tion. So whether the media is to blame 
or peer pressure is causing this societal 
hormone spike among adolescents, sex 
has become a hot topic in society today 
by which defines the role that men and 
women play on a daily basis. 

An accurate depiction of the average high school student under stress.
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