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Every rose has 
its thorn

 
         Being involved with the entertainment indus-
try can open countless doors for a person and exposes 
them to a whole new world, so the ear-
lier this introduction to this industry 
the better, right? Well, it can easily be 
argued that this has the opposite effect 
on child actors, especially with those 
who become instant celebrities.
 Countless child stars have “gone 
wild” in adulthood often getting in-
volved with drugs and other inappro-
priate and illegal activities. This can 
probably be explained by the very 
harsh off-screen lifestyle that is not 
portrayed by the media. 
 The epitome of a child actor gone 
awry is Macaulay Culkin, best known 
for his starring role in the insanely 
popular movie Home Alone and co-
starring in Uncle Buck along with over 
20 other shows and movies. He was an 
actor throughout the 1980s from the 
time he was four to the time he was 
fourteen. Culkin’s career seemed bright 
but after feeling overwhelmed with the pressure and 
fast lifestyle that comes with being on the big screen, 
the baby faced star grew up with enough money to 
coast through life, and with nothing to do he turned to 
drugs. Battling a crippling heroin addiction through-
out his twenties, he stopped using the drug and turned 
to smoking an estimated 60 cigarettes a day, now he is 
alarmingly thin with yellowed teeth and a high risk of 
lung cancer. 
 Hopefully Culkin enjoyed those ten years of fame 
because life has obviously been rough for him since 
then. Is this because of his early and unabridged intro-

duction to the entertainment industry? 
  Other examples of child stars grown up might 

add some credibility to this theory.
When asked, Sophomore David Tsymbal first recog-
nized some names when thinking of crazy child stars, 
he went on to say, “Definitely Miley Cyrus and Brit-
ney Spears.” When looking at what Cyrus and Spears 
have done since their childhood acting careers, it is no 
wonder Tsymbal thinks of these two. 
 Britney Spears relapses even more often than 
Miley Cyrus licks tools, which is saying something. 
Performing in off-Broadway plays at the age of 10, 
Spears turned into a pop icon later in her childhood. 
She turned to drugs at around age 21 and was in and 

out of rehab for the next four years and even tried the 
classic Howie Mandel look and shaved her head bald, 

and who could forget about the time she talked 
with a British accent, causing doctors to ques-
tion her psychiatric status. 
 Miley is certainly not innocent either, with 
her performance at the VMAs this year and ex-
amples of some other extremely questionable 
activities that are sure to have made Billy Ray 
shed a tear.
 These three are definitely not the only child 
stars gone wild out there. Justin Bieber isn’t 
necessarily a saint with his “crew” wrecking 
hotel rooms, Lindsay Lohan practically lives in 
the courtroom and is an expert at apologizing 
for her actions, and Amanda Bynes has spent 
her share of time in the courtroom (this one 
not including dancing lobsters) - being charged 
with several DUIs and alleged drug abuse. 
 With all of these examples and plenty more, 
it can be assumed that maybe performing isn’t 
the best route for these young aspiring actors. 
Tsymbal shared his opinion on the matter, 

“They grow up rich, their whole life is set up for 
them… power corrupts people.” 
 Freshman Karley Seto talked about her views on 
child acting as well , “Most of them [child stars] are 
just plain crazy… They [parents] shouldn’t put their 
children into entertainment too early, maybe when 
they’re like 15 and if they do put them in smaller roles 
like commercials or or small parts in movies and TV 
shows.”   
 This may well be the answer to this dilemma, af-
ter all isn’t it the parents who decide if their kid acts 
or not? Power does corrupt, and especially at a young 
age, corruption is a common occurrence. 

The once beautiful Lindsay Lohan sheds her stardom for scary new skin
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Wild child; crazy kid stars create chaos

Sparks fly as Catching Fire nears the release date, 
November 22. The sequel to the Hunger Games movie, 
whose opening weekend was the third biggest in the 
history of Hollywood, is estimated to bring in similar, 
if not better results. 

According to mockinjay.net, Catching Fire is es-
timated to bring in up to 150 million dollars on the 
opening weekend. Additional evidence of the movie’s 
possible success lies in Catching Fire’s advertisement 
– it has sold out most of Screenvision’s ad spots. El 
Camino students show anticipation and faith in the 
success of Catching Fire.To be a satisfactory sequel 
of the Hunger Games, Catching Fire is expected to 
effectively continue Katniss’s story and reiterate her 
cause in the Hunger Games. Fur-
thermore, as an adaptation of 
Suzanne Collins’ novel, read-
ers hope to see dialogue based 
primarily off the book. 

Senior Annabella Saler-
no said, “I read all three books 
of the series and enjoyed all 
of them but the third one. The 
third one just fell apart, espe-
cially towards the ending. I was 
upset with it, like way to finish the book in two pages! 
Regardless, I loved the  Catching Fire novel and am 
excited to see the flick! My only concern is that the 

director, Francis Lawrence, will revise the ending 
of the novel for his own purposes in the movie. The 
ending seems difficult to incorporate into a movie, so 
I’m afraid they might change it. Otherwise, the movie 
should be amazing if it sticks to the novel’s plot. I can-
not wait to see all of the action played out on the big 
screen, it will be so rad!”

Not everyone is eager for the release of the sec-
ond movie, as the first was a let-down for some view-
ers expecting to see all scenes in the novel appear 
in the movie. This includes the fact that the Hunger 
Games movie left out the most gruesome element of 
the mutant beasts in the finale. 

The Hunger Games movie also left out a minor 
character, the Avox, a mutilated servant who held a 
connection to Katniss. Therefore, in order to satisfy 
its by-the-book viewers, Catching Fire will have to be 

careful about making any chang-
es to the original plot line. J

Junior Adam Posner dis-
likes the Hunger Games series 
for an entirely different reason. 
Posner believes the books were 
mildly fascinating, but did not 
go to see the first movie and 
does not plan on seeing Catch-
ing Fire either. Posner’s argu-

ment is, “I think the series was sim-
ply okay, particularly because it was based off of other 
dystopian literature, and not entirely of itself. One of 
the more prominent ones it was taken from was Battle 

Royale. I also did not appreciate the Hollywood-like 
ending of the series; I felt like the author decided to 
rush the end rather than take time to develop it. I don’t 
want to see either of the movies because most of the 
adaptations of novels I have seen were dissatisfying in 
that they did not meet my own standards.” 

It is inevitable for Catching Fire to have some dis-
pleased readers, as every work of literature connects 
differently to all individuals. Nevertheless, Catching 
Fire has millions of fans eagerly awaiting its release. 

District 12 returning champions aim to survive 
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readers burning with desire to see catching fire

these comical reality advice shows sending to their 
watchers?Controversial in content, Guy Code includes 
raunchy humour, such as a fart reel, celebrity ideas of 
a “Good Ass Night,” and the Hangover Olympics; and 
often have derogatory views of women, particularly 
when it comes to topics such as one night stands and 
having a guy’s night out. But, of course, the show is 
mostly about sex. Sure, sex is everywhere: TV, mov-
ies, music, and pretty much any form of entertainment. 
But this leaves teenagers watching television shows 
that discuss sexting, cheating, and dealing with a 
woman having PMS.

The views expressed on Guy Code aren’t always 
in favor of or on the explicit side of such things – some 
of the cast have a tendency to discourage inappropriate 
behavior or give tips on how to avoid being placed in 
situations such as friends with benefits.

“Honestly, there were a few pointers I could use 
from the show,” says Senior Papi Carroll. “It’s inter-
esting to watch because it keeps on going. It’s con-
stantly in motion, one joke after another, with fun facts 
and has a lot of…well, attractions that guys dig.”

Girl Code is more of the same – only, as is im-
plied, from a girl’s point of view. With topics such as 
breasts, promiscuity, and pregnancy scares, the show 
can also be construed as inappropriate for young girls, 

but, again, it is a part of life. Whether they – or their 
parents – want to admit it or not, teenagers face these 
issues, and having people talk about them can help 
them understand and make their own choices on how 
to deal with them.

For Sophomore Anna Skelly, the hook is both ad-
vice and comedy. “It’s ridiculous and legit at the same 
time,” says Skelly. Though she admits she has never 
seen the show, she says she understands the draw, be-
cause “they make jokes a lot and provide a model if 
you’re ever stuck in those situations.” Considering one 
of Guy Code’s episodes includes a section on Prom 
– tips that can only be geared towards teenage boys 
– some might think they know exactly whom they’re 
targeting. It’s all about expanding the audience: Why 
focus on just adults or just teens when you can pro-
vide entertainment for both? If the content pertains to 
one person, they can choose to listen, and if it doesn’t 
they can either filter through it or just watch for the 
comedy.

According to Senior Adriana Castro, teenagers 
can expect to listen to “about thirty percent of what 
they say.” The rest of it, says Castro, “is kind of weird, 
but it has its funny moments.”So when it comes to 
MTV2 shows Guy Code and Girl Code, know what 
you’re watching, and remember, just have fun with it.Girl Code star Nicole Byer dishes the harsh truth on diets!
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Hit MTV2 shows Guy Code and Girl Code – 
a Guy Code spin-off – are geared towards college 
age adults, but are now becoming popular among 
a younger demographic. What kind of message are 

Caitlyn Towne
Staff  Writer

MTV hit show decodes the differences between guys and girls

“I cannot wait to see 
all the action played 
out on screen, it will 
be so rad!”

“The itsy bitsy spider went up the 
waterspout, down came the rain and washed the 
spider out. Out came the sun that dried up all the 
rain and the itsy bitsy spider went up the spout 
again!”   
 Okay, I know the imagery of arachnids 
occupying your home may seem less than 
comforting and normally I’m the first to dismiss 
anything having to do with spiders or creepy 
crawlers in general but in this case, even today 
as a seventeen year old in highschool, I will 
fully admit that i sing this song when I’m feel-
ing like I can't do something I set my mind to. 
 As a little kid we merely sing this song 
because it is fun and comes along with move-
ments to occupy our tiny, idle hands. Now, I use 
it as my source of inspiration. I find it relatable, 
a story of a little tiny spider with all the odds 
against him that pushes on even in the face of 
difficulty. 
 Okay, maybe I’m over analyzing the playful 
nursery rhyme but honestly, of all the things I’ve 
been through, I can say that this song has always 
been my driving force. Its hard, being that itsy 
bitsy spider, fighting to make your way through 
all the shit to reach what will ultimately make 
you happy and we’ve all been there, trust me. 
 Whether you’re Miss Popular or you’re the 
guy who’s never had someone that you could 
call a friend. Whether you’re the jock or the guy 
sitting in the corner of the library up to your 
eyes in books. You ARE that spider! In a good 
way of course. 
 Perseverance is defined as steadfastness in 
doing something despite difficulty or delay in 
achieving success. I’m pretty sure we can all 
somehow relate to that in the context of love, 
sports, family matters, or daily trials but what 
makes us want to keep going, to keep pushing 
through the thickest parts of the forest despite 
not seeing a clear way out? Go ahead and pon-
der that. 
 I like to think that nobody trips over 
mountains. It is the small pebble that causes 
you to stumble. So naturally once you pass all 
the pebbles in your path, you will find you have 
crossed the mountain. 
 That’s exactly what Spencer West did. 
There aren’t many people in the world like him. 
At age 5 he tragically lost both his legs, with 
doctors assuring him that he would never be 
able to walk or lead an active life again. But the 
Canadian-born 31 year old has defied all the 
odds, knocking down every barrier and obstacle 
in his way.With the support of his family & 
friends and through sheer willpower, Spencer 
has proved the doubters wrong by achieving the 
impossible. 
 He climbed freaking Mt. Kilimanjaro. He 
spent over 12 months in intensive training, mak-
ing sure his arms and hands were strong enough 
to support the extreme physical pressure they’d 
be put under. Eventually taking him a  grueling 
7 days to make it to the summit, he traveled only 
using his hands for a stunning 80% of the trek 
and with his two best friends by his side willing 
him on. 
 Through sheer drive, determination and 
perseverance Spencer West has shown the world 
that anything is possible and in doing so, he 
truly is an inspiration to us all. So what makes 
you believe that you can’t do something? As 
Disney as this is about to sound, you really can 
do anything you set your mind to. 
 I just want to take people that don’t believe 
in themselves, shake them, and scream “Wake 
up! You are who you are, and you know what 
you know, just think about all the places you’ll 
go!” Yes, you got me, but hey nothing like a 
Winnie the Pooh reference to lighten the mood 
right? 
  Before I get too angsty and rant ceaselessly 
about the power that each person has within 
them to achieve anything, I’ll simply put it this 
way and hear me out: Get back up that water-
spout!


