
El Camino Football’s Close SeasoN

What is your worst fear? 
Is it clowns? Maybe it’s 
birds? Perhaps it’s spi-

ders? Mine is life. I am completely 
and utterly frightened of life. That 
may sound odd, as most people claim 
to be afraid of death, but death is 
not nearly as terrifying as life. With 
death, it is predictable. We know 
the signs: a gradual loss of energy 
and mobility, a wasting away of 
being. Sure, unpredicted death by 
disease or accident is scary, but it’s 
still expected. Everyone dies. What 
are the symptoms of life? What is 
considered living? 

How scary is it to think that 
we could be walking through life 
not living right now? That’s not the 
only thing that unsettles me though. 
I might not be living, but I’m not 
sure if I really want to. Right now, 
I have a schedule. An organized 
and predictable schedule that keeps 
me set on track. In order for me to 
truly live, I would have to throw 
that completely out the window. 
I’m not that kind of person. I thrive 
off of concrete details and facts and 
things we know to be true. To live is 
to take risks. I can’t do that. 

Maybe I’m only thinking of this 
because I’m applying to colleges 
right now, but my whole life is go-
ing to be different in less than a year. 
My schedule will have to change, 
my priorities will need to be reor-
ganized, and I won’t know what to 
expect out of each day. Frankly, that 
is scarier than anything in the world 
to me. It’s not even that I want to 
remain a high school student for the 
rest of my life, because believe me, 
I don’t. I just cannot stand change 
or risks. That will kill me. In es-
sence, life is going to kill me. My 
personality will not allow me to ac-
cept something I’m not used to. I 
can’t do it. 

I don’t want to face my fears 
and try to live, I’m a runner. I’m 
only just facing my fear of dogs this 
year. How am I supposed to just ac-
cept change and roll with it? Life is 
scary. I hate being in this rut and do-
ing the exact same things over and 
over, but I am incapable of adven-
turing beyond my limits. I am stuck 
between a rock and a hard place: 
life and death. I am living in a really 
awkward purgatory. I want so badly 
to live but then I don’t. How exactly 
do you reach out for something you 
want when you know you’re scared 
to death of it? Not only that, how do 
you accept yourself when you don’t 
even know what you’re doing? 

It’s frustrating to think that I 
don’t know what I want or I don’t 
know how to get something I don’t 
know if I want. It’s a lost feeling 
(thanks, purgatory). 

Life has made me feel lost. To 
you people that know how to live, 
and I won’t give you a specific list 
of what makes you living and what 
makes you stuck in the middle, but 
you know who you are. 

To those people that have vigor 
and excitement for each new day 
and are just going out with no set 
plan, how? How do I want that? My 
problem isn’t how to get to a state 
of living; I know it takes just a few 
steps out of my comfort zone. 

My question is how do I make 
myself desire that? I hate being in 
the middle, but I hate the thought of 
moving in either direction. 

How do you not fear life? And 
how can I be like you?

Wyatt Taylor
Website Editor

 For the El Camino wrestling team, last 
year was a spectacular season. This year, they 
hope to continue the trend, albeit with a new 
head coach and a mostly new team.Of last 
year’s team, over half were seniors, which 
has left this year without that backbone of ex-
perience.   
 Head Coach Allen Blomquist, who also 
coaches wrestling at the middle school lev-
el, had taught several of the members since 
seventh grade.“It’s a lot younger team [this 
year]. There are lots of fresh faces, and over-
all we are very green” said Coach Blomquist. 
“It isn’t just a physical sport though; there is 
a lot of thinking that goes on during a match. 
You cannot determine how good they are by 
their size.” 
 Blomquist has been assistant coach for 
nine years at El Camino, and this year is 
his first year as head coach. Before coach-
ing, Blomquist had been a wrestler on the El 
Camino team all four years before graduat-

ing. Joining him on the coaching roster this 
year are Assistant Coaches Victor Sanchez 
and Jim Loftus. Many of those on the team 
have been wrestling for longer than they have 
been at El Camino, and kept it up for many 
different reasons. 
 Junior Ian McGarry does it both to keep 
in shape and for the exhilaration of the com-
petition. “[It’s] one of the hardest sports. Not 
everyone can do it.” said the varsity wrestler, 
“You can’t slack, because if you do once you 
get in the ring you will have no clue what 
to do.” McGarry began wrestling in seventh 
grade, following in the footsteps of his father. 
He adds that part of the reason he enjoys the 
sport is because success is directly dependent 
upon how hard one trains. “You get out what 
you put in. How well you do is based on how 
hard you work in practice.”Meanwhile, 
 Sophomore Cody Aguilar started as 
a way to get help with school. “My English 
teacher in seventh grade was the wrestling 
coach, so I would always go over during prac-
tice to get help from him. It looked interesting, 
so I decided to join.” He enjoys the sport be-

cause of its individualistic aspect. “It’s 
only you out there during a match. No 
one is going to be able to help you if 
you get in trouble.”
 Despite being one of the lesser-
known sports at El Camino, wrestling 
still boasts a powerhouse team. They 

are confident about this year, for they 
still have several experienced varsity 
members on the team. To McGarry, 
the team still has the same “heart to 
win” as they have in previous years. 
It promises to be an exciting season.

Pro Soccer in Sacramento
Theo DeRosa
Staff  Writer

Soccer fans all over Sacramento, includ-
ing those at EC, take note. Professional soc-
cer is coming to Sacramento for the first time. 
The team, announced in late 2012, held a re-
cent naming contest, and will be known as the 
Sacramento Republic FC (Football Club). The 
Republic logo will feature a large red star, as 
well as a minute brown bear, red and brown 
being the team colors. The team motto is 
“Urbs Indomita,” or “Indomitable City.” 

Senior Julian Alcaraz said that “[it] will 
be really interesting to see how soccer devel-
ops here”. Alcaraz, a midfielder in the Rose-
mont recreational league, was not aware of 
the formation of the Republic. He stated that 
what drew him to the sport was “the feeling 
surrounding the game,”which he described as 
“just incredible.” 

If given the opportunity to see any inter-
national star play for the Republic, Alcaraz 
said he would prefer to watch Real Madrid 
and Portugal star Cristiano Ronaldo, widely 
renowned as one of the best footballers in the 
world. Unfortunately, European teams, and 
their higher budgets, rarely let stars sign with 
teams in the U.S. EC soccer players as well 
are excited by the dawning of soccer in Sac-

ramento. 
Senior Dakota Armour, a member of the var-

sity boys’ soccer team, wishes he were old enough 
to participate in the Republic’s open tryout.  Ar-
mour stated that he plays soccer for the exhilara-
tion, “scoring in the last couple minutes to win the 
game,” and playing the game he loves. He envies 
friends above the age of 18 who are free to try out. 
Armour believes an optimal location for the Re-
public to play would be Elk Grove. An MLS (Ma-
jor League Soccer) player he would see is Peter 
Lowry, currently a free agent. Armour states that 
his favorite international player is Spain’s Andres 
Iniesta. 

Junior Maddie McLemore, a defenseman for 
the Mission-El Camino Leopards, was not initial-
ly aware of the Republic’s founding. McLemore 
sees the team as a good idea, saying that having a 
professional soccer team would be fun. She thinks 
that the Republic would be best suited to play at 
American River College or another local commu-
nity college. 

McLemore stated that her favorite part of soc-
cer was that it is, in her view, “a contact sport, I 
guess.” Alcaraz, Armour, and McLemore all agree 
they would be interested in attending a Republic 
match at some point.  Professional soccer is here, 
for the first time in history. Fans at EC can’t wait. 
Come out and support the brand-new Republic for 
their 2014 campaign. 

PowderPuff
Melissa Harrell
Staff  Writer

As fall comes to a close, a feeling 
of excitement is starting to stir up in El 
Camino. What happens in December 
is unknown, but most of these girls 
know exactly what will go down.

“We know we are going to win,” 
explains Senior Ellen Sorensen, “and 
we’re ready!”With practice already 
underway for the Powder Puff game 
against Rio, players and coaches 
alike are getting prepared to face Rio 
Americano’s senior and junior girls. 

Coaches like Junior Bailey 
Church are adequately confident in 
El Camino’s girl’s abilities to beat the 
extremely rivaled school. “Everyone 
works extremely hard to make sure 
that we win,” he says boldly, “so there 
is no doubt that we will help the girls 
to play their best.”

Administrators had to pull a few 
strings in order to make this legend-
ary game possible. Fearing possible 
outbreak of fights and an unruly 
amount of excessive chanting, secu-
rity precautions are necessary in order 
to make this game clean and safe for 

both players and onlookers enjoying 
the game. Both sides will have to be 
addressed before the game in order to 
preserve the well being of the student, 
staff, and players.

Powder Puff isn’t all about win-
ning though, to many girls; it gives 
them a chance to bond with players 
and coaches. “I love our coaches, they 
are so sweet!” Ellen says, “We know 
they’d do anything to help us be our 
best.” 

Some girls recruit their friends 
and do it together, like Junior Sarah 
Klagenberg, who is exceedingly 
pleased to be playing with a few close 
friends. “Being with friends is all a 
part of the fun! We are able to encour-
age one another and do something that 
we all love.”

For the first annual EC vs. Rio 
game, a large turnout is expected from 
both rival and home schools. “If their 
Powder Puff team is anything like 
their football team,” adds Bailey, “then 
there won’t be any problem.” 

Tensions are bound to rise, ex-
citement has already filled the air, and 
the outcome will surely be legendary. 
Coming to this game won’t disappoint 
any fan.

El Camino Wrestling with a Fresh Start

Students battle for a win on the matt as a new start to El Camino Wrestling is promising. 
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Kyra Johnson
Graphics Editor 
 
 Football is a sport most known for tackles, penalties, and touchdowns. 
But this sport must also be acknowledged for how successful it is in bring-
ing the community together at high schools around the country. Many 

students take part in the football experience. 
From the players and coaches, to the fans, 
cheerleaders, dance team, choir, and pep band 
all are affected by the games played by their 
high school football team. 
 Starting in August the community of El 
Camino has been arriving at Abbott Field to 
witness the achievements of the El Camino 
Eagles football team. Homecoming oc-
curred on September 27. This tradition has 
always brought about a sense of community. 
It brings the team even closer to play for the 
pride in winning their homecoming game. It 
also brings the chance for students to enjoy a 
thrilling game while spending time with their 
friends. 
 This year the Junior Varsity team went 
6-4 in the regular season, winning 2 games 
and losing 3 in the league. For the Varsity team 
they achieved a record of 6-4, with 3 wins in 
league and 2 losses. Even though they did not 
make it to the playoffs this year, the Eagles 
had much success to be proud of. The last 
game of the season was against Rio Ameri-
cano. High tensions between the teams led to 
an exciting game for everyone who attended. 
Both JV and Varsity beat the opposing team, 
El Camino’s rival, the Rio Americano Raiders 
in the last game of the season. JV scored 41 Ph
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El Camino’s number 3 blocks a Raider at the last game of the season.

points to Rio’s 0. The JV team ends the season 
on a high due to their overwhelming success 
against the Raiders.
 For Varsity the score was 51-34. The team 
got to celebrate beating their rivals after a 
heated game with many penalty calls. For the 
Seniors, they got to experience Senior Night, 
a once in a lifetime moment where they get 
accredited for their hard work and dedication 
to their team and high school.For all of the 
players, their hard work throughout the season 
pays off. At the end of the season they have 
the opportunity to look back on their victories 
and even their mistakes and learn something 
from them. For the Seniors who are leaving 
this year their impact on their younger team-
mates will show next year when they become 
the main players in next years team. For the 
students many are disappointed when the foot-
ball season is over. 
 Senior Taylor Haskins says “It seems like 
once football is over; there are really no other 
sports to look forward to. All of the students are 
a little down once the season ends.”The season 
of 2013 high school football may be over for 
El Camino. But the anticipation for next year 
is already building. The opportunity for next 
years team to achieve great accomplishments 
like this year is ready for the taking.

Boys Waterpolo
Overall: 11-14-1
League: 3-1
Section Finals: Nov. 16 

Girls Waterpolo
Overall: 20-11
League: 3-1
Section Finals: Nov.16

Football
Overall: 6-4
League: 3-2

Girls Tennis
Overall: 8-4
League: 7-3

Boys Soccer
Overall: 11-9-3
League7-1-2

Girls Volleyball
Overall: 26-10
League: 9-1


