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Madison Morita
Editor in Chief

The world and the United States are constantly plagued with seem-
ingly unsolvable conflicts that continue to mount. As the citizens that 
are affected by these decisions, now and far into the future, they offer 
up some of their advice on the predicaments national leaders face. 
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Philippines typhoon 
devastates islands 

How to fix 
the world:

As told by 
students

James Harrell
Sports Editor

On the day of November 8th, 2013, Super Typhoon Haiyan 
struck the Philippine Islands in a massive storm, with winds reach-
ing up to 230 mph and creating a 13 foot storm surge. This typhoon, 
known as a hurricane in the western hemisphere, was the largest 
storm ever recorded in human history. The typhoon first made con-
tact with land on Leyte Gulf, and swept over the islands with a de-
structive force that lead to, according to CNN, over 5,000 dead and 
millions of Filipinos homeless and without the basic necessities of 
food, water, electricity, and shelter. The cost to rebuild from Super 
Typhoon Haiyan is boundless. 

According to senior officials of the United Nations (CNN.
com) say that rebuilding could reach 5.8 billion dollars, and in an 
interview with the economic planning secretary Arsenio Balisacan, 
he says, “I would not be surprised if it [cost] can go as high as 250 
billion pesos [6 billion dollars].” 

The government in the Philippines has around 25,000 person-
nel, and around 100 boats and 163 aircraft from countries foreign 
and local (theguardian.com).  After an interview with a FOX News 
correspondent, Aristone Balute, an 81-year-old woman survivor, 
unable to find an evacuation out of the hard hit city of Tacloban, 
exclaims her desperation for relief. “We need help. Nothing is hap-
pening. We haven’t eaten anything for two days.” 

Relief efforts are there, but because of debris, it is difficult for 

The Supreme Court has determined that married same-sex couples are guaranteed the same federal benefits as traditional married couples. 
What is your opinion on this?

Benjamin Healey
Senior

“I 
myself 

believe that 
marriage is to 

take place between 
a man and a woman. 
Not only for religious 
reasons, but it’s just 
the natural order of 
things: opposites 
attract to create 

balance.”

Delaney Ridenour
Junior

“In 
the United 

States, we pride ourselves 
in our freedom. I believe that 

part of being free is the right to 
be happy as long as that happiness 
doesn’t interfere with the rights of 
others. If it makes someone happy 

to be with someone of the same 
gender as a life partner, then 

they should have to right 
to do just that.”

North Korea’s militaristic and communist government has caused problems for 
South Korea, surrounding countries, and the U.S. for years. Now, they are threat-
ening missile attacks as well as detaining U.S. citizens and keeping them pris-

oner. How do you think the U.S. should handle this? 

River Nicholas
Junior

“Peo-
ple aren’t scared 

of North Korea now. What 
they’re doing right now comes 

off more as an attempt to say that 
they’re strong, even though they aren’t 

too intimidating anymore. Obviously, we 
should still try and get the detained citizens 

back, but unless they perform military 
action on South Korea, we shouldn’t do 

more than we already are. There are 
a lot more threatening countries 

that we should pay atten-
tion to.”

David Spivack
Senior

“I 
think they should 

listen to the people or it 
could end up being another Viet-

nam. If possible, I think we should 
just declare war on them with strategic 

bombs and, given that North Korea is an 
isolated country, we could destroy power 
plants, food reserves, etc, rendering them 

helpless. They’re already undergoing 
shortages. But it’s probably way 

more complicated then I’m 
making it out to be.”

The U.S. is severely in debt. How do you propose we dig 
ourselves out of this hole? 

Karine Swinehart
Freshman “We 

should 
stop asking the 

government to fix 
things that we can fix 
ourselves with what 

we have and stop 
spending money 
on what we don’t 

need.”

Jacob Neenan
Senior

“We 
need to start 

exporting more 
goods that other 

countries need rather 
than importing every-
thing. That, or become 
self-sufficient so we 
don’t need to pay for 

the shipping of 
goods.”

Senior bass player Dexter Williams 
enriches the school with his excellent 

musical skills.
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Students look to their spirit animals to 
guide them in life decisions and behav-
iors, as well as offer them comic relief.
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As the weather cools down, ice skat-
ing heats up as El Camino students 

take to the rink.

Syria has been under control of a dictatorship for quite some time now, but it has 
recently been revealed that the country’s government has been using chemical 
warfare on its citizens. Do you think that the U.S. should intervene or leave them 

to their own solutions?

Cheng Chao-Yang
Junior

“I 
think the U.S 

should leave them to their 
own because we do not have 

the money to start another war. It’s 
best if they fight back themselves 
or have another country help them 

because we are in deep debt. We owe 
China money and we cannot con-

tinue to spend so much money 
because then we’d be even 

further in debt.”

Abbey Wyley
Senior

“If I 
knew for a fact 

that the intervention 
of the United States would 

not cause any more conflict be-
tween us, then I’d say definitely. 
But since that isn’t a guarantee, 

I’m not so sure that I would want 
to put the lives of our citizens at 

risk in order to help another 
country, as selfish as that 

sounds.”
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 El Camino pauses for a solemn moment 
as the 50th anniversary of the JFK assas-

sination passes.
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President Obama is proposing enforcement on national healthcare coverage, provided for by a system commonly called Obamacare. Many 
are unhappy with this system, though, as it seems to force health care on those who don’t want or need it. What is your stance on Obamac-

are? 

“Healthcare 
should be able to be 

chosen by each and every per-
son, though sometimes people can’t 

be trusted to make the better choice for 
themselves because it’s harder to choose 

what’s right. So I guess I oppose the force 
aspect of it, but agree with the way that 

people should be lead towards what 
is right for them when they 

don’t see it.”

Emily Ainley-Zoll
Sophomore

Alexiia Gardner
Sophomore “I 

think it’s 
pretty stupid 

because this is a 
free country; if people 
don’t want something 

and it costs a lot of 
tax money, then we 
shouldn’t be forced 

to have it.”


