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The start of December this year comes with a new 
milestone for the Chinese space pro- gram. Their 
December 1 launch marked the third 
lunar spacecraft they have launched, 
and if successful, will be the first time 
a country has landed on the moon since 
the USSR sent a probe in 1976, thirty-seven 
years ago.

In the last decade, China has announced an 
ambitious plan for space exploration, right as the 
United States, Russia, and other countries are cutting 
back on budgets for space exploration and focusing 
on near-Earth projects such the International Space 
Station and satellite launches. In 2011, they revealed 
plans to build a space station by 2016 (Spacefight-
now.com). Landing on the moon is the eventual goal, 
though it is not planned to occur for several decades. 

The spacecraft, named Chang’e 3 after the moon 
goddess of Chinese mythology, is an unmanned probe 
carrying with it a small rover. The mission purpose 
will be to explore a little-studied area of the moon 
called the Bay of Rainbows. Carrying various geo-
logical sensors, the rover, called “Yutu,” is tasked with 
analyzing the surface composition as well as scouting 
out possible natural resources such as water and Heli-

I was recently asked by my boy-
friend why I have so many pairs of 
shoes in my closet. At first I didn’t 

know what to tell him. All I could think of 
was, “doesn’t every girl have at least fifteen 
pairs of shoes? 

Doesn’t every girl have at least one pair 
of dress shoes, one pair of flip flops, one pair 
of athletic shoes, one pair of boots, and one 
pair of casual flats?” Any ways who thinks 
about why they have so many pairs of shoes? 
Maybe a guy does but I certainly do not. My 
shopping motto is that “if it is cute and on 
sale then buy it.”

 I have come to the conclusion that I am 
addicted to shopping. Yes, addicted to shop-
ping so don’t get this mixed up with drink-
ing or anything as absurd as that because 
that is definitely not who I am. In fact, if 
you do not know me, I am Cora Skye Piper 
and I have many good qualities including my 
gift to shop at any point of the day. If you 
ever have a question about an outfit, I am the 
person to ask.  

 Now that I have stated that I am Cora 
Skye Piper, a shopping addict, I feel almost 
inclined to tell you what I have in my closet, 
dresser, vanity, and my lovely shoe rack.  If 
at any given moment you feel like I am a 
spoiled brat you are one 101% wrong be-
cause everything that I have is something 
that I bought myself or things that I have 
accumulated throughout the years of being 
a teenage girl. 

In my closet I have about five dresses, 
one pair of slacks for choir, and a bunch of 
sweat shirts. In my large dresser I have three 
drawers filled with T-shirts, tank tops, and 
nice looking shirts, one drawer has my pants 
which includes sweats as well and then the 
last drawer has my undergarments. In the ga-
rage I have my shorts in a large suit case and 
a box filled with active ware. In my vanity I 
have all of my makeup and hair tools which 
are not abnormal for most people. I am not 
going to go into detail about my shoes but the 
total amount is twenty three pairs of shoes 
and once Christmas has passed, it will prob-
ably be around twenty six pairs of shoes…. 
approximately. 

Even though I love to shop and to put on 
my makeup in the mornings I am still highly 
intelligent. I do enjoy getting the positive 
outcome of being pretty but I also want to 
go to college and to become either a doc-
tor or a lawyer. My plan is to go to Chico 
State which is not the best college but it is 
a good one that will give me the education 
that I need for success.  Success to me is not 
letting my husband get all the glory in the 
working world. I don’t want to be the person 
that in high school just went shopping and 
did not even bother with the more important 
things in life. Yes I am a shopping addict but 
there is no way that I would ever reduce my-
self down to being dumb. 

Being smart and pretty is what will get 
you your “perfect boyfriend” or whatever 
you are looking for but being pretty and 
dumb will get you nowhere in life. So if you 
do not want to get an education than have 
fun with working at McDonalds with acne all 
over your face. Just in case you did not catch 
that it means if you want to be dumb than 
do not bother with even coming to school 
decent. Dumb girls are not cute. 

um-3, which is used in nuclear fusion (Space.com). 
The mission is the second step for the Chinese Lu-

nar Exploration Program (CLEP). The goal of the pro-
gram is to send astronauts back to the moon by 2025, 
with plans to mine and extract resources that are rare 
on Earth. The first stage of the program was accom-
plished in 2010, with the launches of Chang’e 1 and 2 

to survey the surface from orbit and look for 
suitable landing sites (Spaceflightnow.com). 
The just-launched Chang’e 3 and its pay-
load are the first part of stage 2, which is 
surface exploration and mapping.

After entering orbit on December 
6th, the probe has spent a week deceler-

ating before attempting to land, which will occur on 
the 14th. Once landed, both the rover and lander are to 
spend several months taking pictures and scans of the 
surrounding area.

Although sounding optimistic for a nation that 
only began sending satellites up reliably at the turn of 
the millennium, it is not out of reach. Senior NASA 
officials have determined the Chinese program to be 
“comprehensive and moderately paced, and assuredly 
achievable” (New York Times). Senior Ernesto Ro-
driguez agrees with this, and supports China’s plans.

”It’s good for them to have a goal like that.” Ro-
driguez says. “It would help establish them as a major 
power in space, and hopefully encourage future explo-

ration.” 
The last time an Earth-launched object was land-

ed intact on the moon was in 1976, in the closing days 
of the Cold War space race. After the United States’ 
manned landings, interest waned and space agencies 
redirected their attention back towards Earth, sending 
up hundreds of satellites and several space stations. 
Recently though, the Moon is back in focus, as it is 
a possible location of rare materials needed for ex-
perimental power sources like nuclear fusion. China’s 
launch of the Chang’e 3 is the first step towards more 
exploration and revitalization of interest in the Earth’s 
oldest satellite. 
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The winter shopping season 
brings many things: cheap goods, 
sales everywhere, and the cries of 
teenagers who cannot pay for the 
things they want. A common com-
plaint of teens from all eras, the phrase 
“I’m broke!” still is heard today.

High school students face many 
obstacles to gaining personal income. 
Until someone is sixteen or eigh-
teen for certain jobs, they can’t le-
gally work for most businesses. This 
leaves two options: work for them-
selves or get money off their par-
ents. Some, like Sophomore Kassan-
dra Compton, take the first option.

“I babysit for neighbors.” Comp-
ton says, “It’s usually only about 
once or twice a month, but it gives 
me enough money to last for a while.” 

Meanwhile, Senior Sara Mus-
grave runs a pet-sitting busi-
ness for her neighborhood.

“I dog-sit whenever I need some 
money. I don’t charge too much, but 
my neighbors all like me, so I al-
ways have people asking me to do it.”

For those that are old enough, fast 
food, retail, and other minimum wage 
jobs are usually attractive first jobs. 
However, in the modern job market, 
many teens are out of luck, as places are 
less willing to hire untrained workers.

“There’s not enough jobs,” says 
Junior Zachary Taylor. “I’m ap-
plying now and no one is hiring. 
There are not a lot of places that 
want to hire first time workers.” 

Only about five percent of teenag-
ers are employed, and are often out-
competed by adults looking for work. 
Even during summer months, when 
over sixty percent of students above 
age sixteen are looking for jobs, the 
hiring rate of teenagers remains about 
the same (Bureau of Labor Statistics). 

For those that are not moti-
vated enough to find a job, but still 
want something to spend, there is 
the second option of asking par-
ents for cash, which tends to be less 
stable and successful of an income. 

Musgrave says, “My mom will 
only give me money if it’s for food or 
other necessities. But, if she thinks I am 
going to do something social with it like 
going shopping or buying movie tick-
ets, I have to find money elsewhere.”

Regardless of how it is gained, 
money is very important for stu-
dents. Despite the common concep-
tion of teens being irresponsible and 
not able to spend wisely, the oppo-
site is true. The average student has 
about $1000 saved up. As the future 
approaches for students with its un-
predictable job market, many more 
are starting early now to establish 
a fund whether for impulse spend-
ing or for long-term financial goals.

 EC students strapped for cash
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Racism unfortunately has played 
a rather significant role in the long and 
illustrious history of this nation. Begin-
ning of course with slavery during the 
colonial days, this bigoted pattern would 
carry on through the American Civil War 
and the age of imperialism. Reaching 
its peak in the mid-20th century during 
the Civil Rights movement, it began to 
slowly fade away as it became clear that 
neither minorities nor the law would 
condone racism any longer. Sadly, these 
hateful sentiments still exist in small 
pockets in the United States, as evi-
denced by recent events in North Dakota.

While he might appear to be a rela-
tively normal fellow at first glance, Craig 
Cobb created quite a hoopla when he at-
tempted to transform the hamlet of Leith, 
North Dakota into an exclusively “Ang-
lo-Saxon community.” An active white 
supremacist and radical member of the 
American National Socialist movement, 
Cobb has been voicing his hateful, anti-
Semitic views for years, but has never 
attempted to overrun an entire town, nor 
has anyone else for that matter. First ar-
riving in the sleepy oil community in 
2012, he hastily bought up as much va-
cant land as he could manage, adorning 
his land with Neo-Nazi paraphernalia.

“I think it’s wrong that he would 
try to make an entire whites only 
place,” commented Sophomore James 

Thomas. “It’s a free country, so 
people should be able to live wher-
ever they want free of discrimination.”

Perhaps the most interesting part 
of Cobb’s quest is the fact that the 
town was already relatively white 
when he arrived, with only one Af-
rican-American resident. And after 
appearing as a special guest on The 
Trisha Goddard Show, he was asked 
to take a genetic test, the results be-
ing that Cobb himself is over 14% 
African-American by genetic heritage.

“It’s really weird that he’s such 
a racist if he’s somewhat black him-
self,” said Freshman Ashley Blake. 

According to the Bismarck Tri-
bune, a short while after finding out 
this surprising ancestral information, 
Cobb and a few of his extremist asso-
ciates were arrested on multiple counts 
of terrorism, as they had supposedly 
brandished weapons amongst the 
townsfolk while making idle threats. 
As a result, Cobb and his collaborators 
are currently incarcerated in the Grant 
County Jail awaiting arrangement. 

While fairly small and relatively 
unimportant to those who reside out-
side North Dakota, this case is a prime 
example of the sort of bigotry that 
still lives on in this country. But per-
haps by addressing those like Craig 
Cobb before their malintentions turn 
to radical acts of violence, it is the 
hope of many Americans that such 
ignorance can finally be put to rest.    

Racism in nD runs rampant

China aims high for the moon

Distracted driving: 
Are you guilty of it?

Antonia Rose
Entertainment Editor
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An artist’s depiction of Cheng’e 3 probe

Distracted driving, regardless of excuse, 
has become one of the most common prac-
tices in terms of ruling the road. With a spike 
in social media and technology most likely 
to be the blame, all drivers alike have fallen 
victim to this reckless and illegal behavior. 

The chart above depicts REAL, anonymous answers from individuals in this community and the 
ways in which they drive distracted. Whether or not you participated in the survey, when observing 
the different aspects of distracted driving can you conclude that you drive distracted? So take a second 
look at those percentages and think, “Do I want to be next?”. Don’t drive distracted, if not for your-
self, do it for those whose lives are at risk when you step behind the wheel without doing so safely.  

While many drivers consider distracted driv-
ing to simply be texting or using a phone, Cali-
fornia state law defines driving distracted as a 
multitude of conditions under which a driver is 
incapable of giving their full attention to practic-
ing safe driving and has been illegal since 2009. 
However, in 2012 alone, 3,382 people were 
killed in accidents involving a distracted driver. 
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