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 During the college application pro-
cess for current seniors, many factors 
are taken into account. The GPA of the 
student, their extracurricular activities, 
and their personal statements are all con-
sidered by university officials weighing 
whether or not to accept any given stu-
dent. However, one of the factors that 
is somewhat lacking in importance to 
the application process as of late truly 
should be worth at least as much as the 
other factors. This is the performance of 
students on the two standardized tests 
critical to college entrance: the SAT and 
the ACT.  Most colleges require that 
prospective freshmen have taken either 
of the tests.  The SAT is 
more popular with high school students, 
being generally taken more often than 
the ACT in the state of California. The 
SAT incorporates sections of Mathemat-
ics, Writing, and Critical Reading, worth 
800 points each. This allows a possible 
maximum score of 2400, quite difficult 
but by no means impossible to achieve. 
Students of any class can sign up to take 
the test, but it is most often given to 
juniors and seniors. This also goes for 
its counterpart, the ACT. A big point in 
favor of the ACT is that it is purely mul-
tiple choice, whereas the SAT requires 
a brief essay. The ACT incorporates 
performance in English, mathematics, 
reading, and science. The highest pos-
sible score to receive on the ACT is 36. 
Both examinations are crucial to getting 
into a good college.
 Student scores on either the ACT 
or SAT should be the biggest factor in 
determining whether students are ac-
cepted into any given university. The 

tests are designed to test student growth 
and knowledge throughout high school. 
If students get low scores, it reflects 
their unwillingness to learn or to be 
motivated sufficiently in order to per-
form well on important tests. Inability 
to show this fairly basic understanding 
should reflect that students are not ad-
equate for a certain college if it requires 
better scores. On the other hand, doing 
well on standardized tests should illus-
trate to university admissions officers 
that the student demonstrates a good use 
of acquired knowledge, and that they 
were fully prepared for the test. Both of 
these factors explain that the student is 
adequate for higher education at which-
ever college(s) they applied to.
Some may counter that a four-hour test 
cannot possibly matter as much toward 
college admission as four years of good 
grades. However, grades may not accu-
rately reflect student performance. Hy-
pothetically an average student could 
complete all of their homework assign-
ments for a semester, underachieve on 
assessments, and still have a misleading 
“A” show up on their transcripts. Also, 
classes, unlike standardized tests, are 
not tailored to specific subjects crucial 
to college success. An “A” in PE is not 
going to help much in the long run; it is 
not comparable to a good score on the 
SAT or ACT. Except for GPA purposes, 
classes like PE are not what really mat-
ters to colleges.
 Overall, don’t put too much stock in 
your GPA when the time comes to ap-
ply for colleges. A good performance on 
the SAT or ACT is a much more reliable 
way to get accepted into the college of 
your dreams.  

The two worst three-letter acronyms 
in a high school senior’s lexicon: SAT and 
ACT. These two grueling standardized 
tests are a surefire ways to put a damper 
on one’s weekend. Seniors spend weeks, 
if not months preparing for one or both 
of these tests. After all, a whole lot is 
riding on their performance on these tests. 
College admissions can weigh heavily on 
one’s test scores and in addition, valuable 
scholarships can be earned by a stellar 
result. 
 Of course, all of begs the question if it 
is really fair, one test determining so much 
regarding college admissions. After all, 
some students do not test particularly well, 
despite their academic prowess. These 
students often find that their test scores do 
not reflect their actual academic abilities. 
Perhaps they had a bad night’s sleep or 
were not feeling well. Who knows, maybe 
nerves took over while they were taking 
the test. With so much on the line, it is not 
surprising in the slightest that a handful 
of incredibly capable students would be 
unable to perform on a test such as the 
SAT or ACT.
  In this same vein, the tests can be learned 
so to speak. Entire books, classes, and 
camps have been designed to help students 
“game” the tests. A student motivated 
to do exceptionally well on the SAT or 
ACT could spend thousands of dollars on 
these test preparations to eke out the most 
points possible. This defeats the purpose 
of standardized tests such as the SAT and 
ACT, as it provides these particularly 
enthused students a debatably unfair 

advantage. In addition, it is very likely 
that test-taking abilities do not translate 
into any sort of “real-world” application. 
Can a single exhausting test really predict 
one’s future success?

Tests such as the SAT and ACT are, 
in theory, useful tools for comparing 
prospective college students. Of course, 
whenever given the chance, certain 
individuals will attempt to beat the 
system and get out ahead. Quite simply, 
it is basic human nature. While it may be 
necessary to compare applicants among 
different regions or school systems, 
a test such as the SAT or ACT is not 
the way to go. It is allows for far too 
many discrepancies and in reality, is in 
no way close to standardized. People 
from different backgrounds and ways 
of life often times have discrepancies in 
education and learned skills. One could 
hardly expect a New Englander and a 
traditional Inuit to have much in common 
concerning education. Try as they might, 
makers of standardized tests will forever 
be unable to create a truly standardized 
test. There are simply too many ways of 
life and education, especially in the United 
Sates to create a semblance of fairness.    

Finally, these sorts of tests repel 
potential applicants to colleges with an 
arbitrary number that means little in the 
real world. A student with a particularly 
compelling college application might 
think twice about applying after seeing 
a college’s range of SAT or ACT scores. 
Despite these scores being an ineffective 
predictor of one’s success in higher 
education, it can be far too easy to 
disregard a college based on them.   

      Ever since girls were little, Disney 
princesses have been around as fairy tales 
and magical stories. The classic ones such 
as Beauty and the Beast, Snow White, and 
Cinderella all had something in common 
– they were all waiting for Prince Charm-
ing to bring their happily ever after. As 
those little girls grew up to be young 
women, the concept of Prince Charming 
bringing them to their happily ever after 
stays with many of them, which brings 
confusion to the female role. However, 
with modern princesses such as Mulan 
and Merida from Brave, the idea of the 
“feminist Disney princess” has been in 
full effect and changing the way women 
are portrayed in movies bit by bit.

In Mulan, the title princess takes 
matter into her own hands by disguising 
herself as a male soldier in the Chinese 
Imperial Army named Ping to help save 
her ailing father. The movie was released 
in 1998, and it showcased the idea that 
women are strong, brave, and capable. In 
Brave, released in 2012, Princess Merida 
of Scotland displays feminist qualities 
by refusing to settle down with a prince 
at such a young age and is determined 
to follow her own path. She unleashes a 

curse that affects her mother, the Queen, 
and uses her archery skills and of course, 
bravery, to reverse it.

Junior Wendy Campbell admires 
both of these princesses for the message 
they send to girls worldwide. “I think when 
little girls watch Disney princess movies 
like Cinderella and Sleeping Beauty, they 
get a mix of ideas. Without the guidance 
of strong, real life models, then they’ll get 
the wrong idea, and think that if they want 
to be pretty and have money, they have to 
rely on a man,” she said. “But Merida and 
Mulan take their fate into their own hands, 
and show girls that they can fight for their 
values and end up on top.”

Last month, British cartoonist Da-
vid Trumble released a cartoon depicting 
feminist role models in place of Disney 
princesses as a literal contribution to the 
concept. Those depicted included Gloria 
Steinem, Jane Goodall, and even Harriet 
Tubman. “Our children come to role mod-
els through fiction before anything else,” 
he said. “We shouldn’t have a heroine’s 
individual greatness squeezed into one ar-
chetype” (TODAY.com).

However, sophomore Kasey Hege-
lein doesn’t buy into the idea. “My favor-

ite princess is Ariel because she knew what 
she wanted and would do anything to get 
it,” she said. “She’s not really a feminist 
because it wasn’t like she wanted equal-
ity or anything. She just wanted to explore 
the world outside her home.” She goes on 
to credit society for the thought of femi-
nist Disney princesses because people see 
things how they want to and sometimes 
try and force people to see their point of 
view.

Whether one is a feminist or not, or 

has idolized a Disney princess, everyone 
can learn from either Jasmine from Alad-
din, Pocahontas, or Princess Tiana from 
The Princess and the Frog. Significantly, 
Tiana was the first African-American Dis-
ney princess and she broke barriers with 
her determination and sweet personality. 
Princesses are all iconic; it’s just a matter 
of which girls will turn to. They just need 
to know that there are options and diver-
sity. 

Professional football player Jonathan 
Martin does not exactly fit one’s schema of 
a victim of bullying. With the NFL listing 
him at six foot five inches tall and weighing 
in at 312 pounds, the idea that this man 
is a victim of bullying seems ludicrous. 
Despite one’s expectations, ESPN reported 
that allegedly, this 24-year-old NFL player 

on the Miami Dolphins was harassed by 
fellow teammate Richie Incognito to the 
point that Martin was compelled to leave 
the team. According to Fox Sports 1, the 
charges against Incognito include sending 
threatening text messages and leaving foul-
mouthed diatribes on Martin’s voicemail. 
When this information concerning Martin’s 
leave of absence from professional football 
was initially reported by news sources, 

people immediately hounded Incognito, 
citing the inherent wrongness of bullying 
and the emotion distress that he put on his 
teammate. What is distinctly missing from 
any conversation concerning the whole 
affair is Martin’s response to Incognito’s 
alleged emotional abuse. Despite living in 
an age where feelings matter and words 
are perceived as well worse than sticks 
or stones, this whole affair escalates the 
ridiculousness and irrationality of modern 
society. 

Reiterating the individuals who are 
involved, these are two adult men well 
past childhood and the days of hurt feelings 
and Power Ranger band-aids for booboos. 
Apparently, gone are the days of two 
adult men discussing their differences and 
quarrels outside of the public eye. In their 
place is the mindset of being a victim, a 
new place of power in current society. The 
“victim card” seems to trump ideals of the 
past, things such as common sense and 
logic. The amount of sympathy doled out 
to Martin would suggest the occurrence 
of some truly traumatic life event rather 
than the things that are reported to have 
transpired. 

That is not to say that bullying does not 

exist, it likely does. Yet, the “real” bullying 
occurring is not against NFL linemen, it 
is against the powerless, those without a 
voice or say in the forces that harass them. 
Jonathan Martin hardly fits this bill. An 
adult man of stature, both physical and 
societal, should not be folding like a deck 
of cards at the first sign of adversity. Martin 
should have stood up for himself, not simply 
because of his status in the NFL, but out of 
a sense of personal dignity and self-respect. 
In his 24 years on this cruel Earth, Martin 
should have learned that people are not 
always nice. Rude, vile things are said, and 
tough as it is, that is a part of life.

American is in a real sorry shape if 
the individuals that we herald as heroes 
are anything like Jonathan Martin. In no 
way can one truly justify what Incognito 
allegedly said to Martin. That much is true. 
However, when an adult man acts in the 
fashion that Martin did and his behavior is 
not scrutinized in the slightest by a majority 
of the public, Houston we have a problem. 
Among the values that society should be 
instilling in the future generations, being 
a victim should not be one of them. How 
about the ability to overcome adversity and 
adversaries instead? Word.   

The line up of more traditional Disney princesses
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Let me ask you a question: 
how has your year been? 
Good? Bad? You’re still 

surviving? Congratulations! Now 
you have to get ready for finals. 
GAH.  Half  of the school 
year is already over, and it seems 
like time flew by (it always happens 
like that, doesn’t it?). Before all of 
us venture on towards our future and 
freedom that is Winter Break, all of 
us must take finals for our respective 
classes on the last  3 days of the 
semester about material that we’ve 
been learning and quite possibly 
forgetting since September. Cue the 
crying and the caffeine

R e c e n t l y,  a s  I  w a s  s t a r i n g 
a t…ahem…s tudy ing  my APUSH 
textbook, I glanced and came across 
a little book I found called F for 
Effort! More of the Very Best Totally 
Wrong Test Answers by British author 
Richard Benson. He wrote the book F 
in Exams, and both are exactly what 
they sound like. So, I took a look and 
found myself giggling like an idiot. I 
mean, some of the things high school 
students can pull out of their butt for 
test answers is baffling:

List five ways that plants 
interact with each other.
They don’t. They’re plants. 

They can’t talk or hang out. Is this 
a trick question?

When a child swallows a 
cleaning product, why is milk often 

given?
To make them happy before 

they die.

Correct the following: The bull 
and the cow is in the field.
The cow and the bull is in the 
field. (Ladies come first).

What people live in the Po 
Valley?
Po’ people.

What do we mean by “total” 
and “remainder”?

The total is when you add up 
all the numbers and the remainder 

is an animal that pulls Santa’s 
sleigh.

Why are there rings around the 
sun?

God liked it, so he put a ring 
on it.

What should be done in case of 
apparent drowning?

Take the parent out of the 
water.

W h i l e  m a n y  o f  u s  w i l l  b e 
cramming for those exams of evil, 
it’s comforting to find that others 
can be lax about it. However, it’s 
safe to say that as humorous as you 
may seem, don’t overdo it because, 
unfortunately, you’ll end up failing 
the exams of evil, and it’s just…not 
a fun feeling you want to feel.

S o  p e o p l e ,  t a k e  y o u r  f i n a l s 
s e r i ous ly !  Whe th e r  i t ’s  s e r i o us 
studying, serious procrastination, 
or serious blowing off, these finals 
are unavoidable and you must try 
your hardest, even if it takes a little 
creativity. Although finals week is 
always a drag, remember to have 
fun with it and think of these little 
snippets.

Happy finals week, El Camino. 
I wish you all the best!  Remember, 
work hard now, and celebrate later. 

Miami Dolphins player Jonathan Martin, the alleged NFL bullying victim.
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