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2013 Marks 50th anniversary of JFK assassination 

 

Unique grading systems become commonplace at EC 

a mascot on a certain ethnic group that 
does not offend anyone or is it better to 
stop having mascots like these altogether. 
According to an article at the denverpost.
com last year the Oregon Board of Edu-
cation decided to cut funding to schools 
that do not change their mascots by July 
2017. This bill affected 15 high schools 
eight of them have to change both their 
nickname and their logo while seven can 
keep their name but must change their 
mascots or graphics that depict Native 
Americans. 

No colleges are affected because  
Southern Oregon University and Cheme-
keta Community dropped them. Col-
lege Jim Thomas a superintendent of the 
Reedsport School District is having a 
problem coming up with a cost estimate 
for switching the name on everything 
from uniforms to letterhead. 

This year a law was passed by Re-
publican representatives that would allow 
these schools to keep their name if the lo-
cal native american tribe was okay with 
the school using the name. However it is 
likely that the governor of Oregon will 
veto it because it is too broad allowing 
schools to get permission to use native 
american names from tribes that might 
not be the tribe the name is based off of. 
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Almost every school in the United 
States has some sort of mascot to raise 
school spirit but what would happen if 
a mascot was to be changed. It turns out 
the mascot controversy is not just limited 
to the National Football League  with the 
Redskins football team. 

The pressure to change a mascot has 
been shown to be present in schools that 
have mascots that are certain religions 
or of Native American design.One high 
school where this discussion is present is 
Coachella Valley High School. Their cur-
rent high school mascot is an Arab and 
there team is called the Arabs. There had 
been no problem with the team until some 
Arab-Americans objected to the image of 
the mascot.”We’re still going to stick with 
the Arab name,” says school board presi-
dent Lowell from an article at the huffing-
post.com. 

Even so the school has agreed to give 
a mascot a makeover and change how it 
looks so it does not offend anyone. This is 
a change from the norm schools like Stan-
ford and Seattle University who complete-
ly changed their mascots from the Indians 
and Chieftains to the Cardinal and the Red-
hawks respectively. However this arouses 
an important question is it possible to base 

HS mascots create racist firestorm

What would happen, if any sort of pol-
itician holding office in the United States, 
admits to have snorted crack-cocaine, been 
alleged in abusing Oxycontin, ordering 
staff members to go to the liquor store to 
buy alcohol, and dealing in the affairs of 
prostitutes? Oh, and another thing, has been 
caught on camera purchasing crack from 
known drug dealers. What would happen? 
A probable solution is the politician re-
moving themselves from their seat, as they 
do not want punishment to be blown. Or 
risk the attempt of legislature and people 
ripping them out of office. But, north of the 
border in Toronto, Ontario, Canada, Mayor 
Rob Ford has been accused of all these af-
fairs, and remains in office while facing 
trial. 

Mayor Ford has been stripped from 
much of his power by Toronto’s City 
Council, slashing up to 60%  of  his office’s 
budget, and handed much power to Deputy 
Mayor Norm Kelly. 

According to NineMSN News, Ford 
exclaimed in an interview that he “  threat-
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Each teacher has a somewhat different 
grading style then the next. But as a result of 
previous principal Mrs. Spears sending of a 
group of teachers to the Assessment Train-
ing Institute- Balanced Institute in  Portland 
for a conference several teachers on campus 
have began to incorporate similar pieces 
into their rubrics. 

The purpose of this conference was to 
emphasize “learning” rather than “working 
to get the grade” 

Inspiration for this paradigm shift was 
also contributed by the book 10 things that 
matter about assessments by Tom Schimmer 
which convinced many teachers at El Cami-
no to change their grading systems to incor-
porate parts of this into their classrooms. 

Some components that have been add-
ed to classrooms include tracking sheets for 
tests which break down standards that were 
covered in the test by score and percentages 
combined with retakes on any and all tests. 
This allows students to retake parts that they 
didn’t score well on and achieve the grade 
they deserve. The retake tests are different 
questions on the same standards, but the 
point is so that the grade they get actually 

reflect what they have learned. 
On written exams students are given 

feedback on essays so they can make correc-
tions and resubmit it.

Other teachers including English teach-
er Mr. Marshall is well known for his grad-
ing policy of grades leveling out at 50%. “ I 
think the 0-100 grading scale is unfair  be-
cause there is a ten point spread between A, 
B, C, D grades, but a 50 point spread to an F, 
so by giving a student a 0 you’re actually giv-
ing them five F’s. By not giving lower grades 
it provides incentive for the student that they 
can still raise their grade and decreases the 
chance of loosing student motivation. 

Psychology teacher Mrs. Belt imple-
mented this system last year, and since im-
plementing it she has had a 20% increase in 
her AP exam pass rate. She no longer has 
students that do not turn in their work and 
students are motivated throughout the entire 
year. The Ap scores correlate directly with 
the grade of the students in the class, so if a 
student has an A in the class they will most 
likely receive a 5 on the AP test.  

Grades in Belts classes are mostly based 
off of Summative assessments which show 
what they learn. AP Psychology grades break 
down to  99% Summative Assessments 1% 
Homework while Regular Psychology grades 

are made up of 95% Summative Assessment 
5% homework and Practice. 

These new techniques have had great 
results with hundreds of students by chang-
ing the dynamic of the typical grading sys-
tem. These new changes makes students take 
ownership of their grades, so they know ex-
actly what learning targets they don’t under-
stand. It also allows students to be an active 
participants in their learning and gives the 
students the opportunity to learn from their 
failures. 

These new components have proven 
successful among the few teachers who have 
implemented them. The next step however 
is to get more El Canino teachers on board 
so that the majority of the students who pass 
through these halls get to experience these 
new styles not just the lucky few hundred 
who get those teachers. 

But then there’s the other side to this, 
made up of teachers that strictly follow the 
traditional 0-100 grading scale to the letter. 
Mr. Thompson in particular does not agree 
with these variations, because, “ If you low-
er the standard people will crawl under it, if 
you raise the standard people will reach for 
it” meaning by allowing students to avidly 
retake and try again on tests they lose the op-
portunity to learn from their mistakes espe-

cially since mistakes are better to  learn from 
than a success that was given.  

Having the opportunity to retake assess-
ments  on standards over and over ultimately 
may help to achieve a good grade, but will 
not be beneficial in college. According to AP 
“An estimated one-third of college students 
in this country have to take remedial classes 
before they’re ready for college-level stud-
ies.” Life doesn’t give retakes on key mo-
ments so why should high school? ‘

The number one reason why students 
washout of college is because they are un-
prepared, “If you give a kid a 0 for doing 
nothing, it creates a deeper hole because 
life doesn’t give you something for nothing, 
college is hard, but if you are prepared you 
would be less likely to washout” said Thomp-
son. That is the reason rigorous classes are 
offered here at EC, to encourage challenging 
ourselves to prepare for college. The group 
“ Strong American Schools,” in its report “ 
Diploma to Nowhere,” says that colleges and 
taxpayers are spending up to 2.9 billion dol-
lars each year on classes that students should 
have taken in high school  

These grading components being tried 
here at EL Camino aren’t offered in College 
or in the Military, or anywhere else but high 
school so whats the point? 

ened to sue former staffers and others for 
telling police they witnessed him allegedly 
snorting cocaine, and partying with a pos-
sible prostitute.”

In another interview through BBC, 
Ford also says that he is, “declaring a war,” 
against Toronto’s City Council, and is “fat 
and happy at home.” 

Obviously, he is lying. 
Mr. Ford is covering up his mistakes, 

spinning lies that seem to entangle  him 
deeper and deeper in the court, but the 
funny thing is, his approval rating has gone 
up from 39% to 44% when he admitted to 
snorting crack in his office. Guess people 
like honesty.

Thing is, the man needs to prove it. 
Prove his honesty. In his interviews, Ford 
has been consistently staying to the main 
structure of his arguments (the unfairity 
of his power being stripped and bringing 
prostitutes into his office) yet the details 
are conspicuous and misleading. 

So, a piece of advice for Mr. Ford, be 
man. Admit to all of your mistakes, get 
honest, and guess what, people will grace-
ful. 
 Well, most. 
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At the dawn of the 50th anniver-
sary of John F. Kennedy’s assassination, 
mourners again questioned the legitimacy 
of reports claiming JFK was murdered by 
a single gunman. Multifarious conspira-
cies had arisen ever since the fateful day 
of November 22, 1963, but only 5 hold 
ground today. The top 5 conspiracy theo-
ries point to the Mafia, the Soviet Union, 
the Central Intelligence Agency, President 
Lyndon B. Johnston, and Lee Harvey Os-
wald along with the Cubans. Only one of 
these theories has proven truly difficult to 
debunk, putting it amongst the conspira-
cies most easily believed.
Senior Michael Hunter-Wofford stated, 
“The Mafia conspiracy is believable be-
cause JFK was kind of cracking down 
on the mafia, especially when he decided 
to split with Cuba. The involvement of 
the CIA is also plausible, but I don’t see 
Oswald as somebody cut out for a CIA 
agent. The conspiracy I believe in least is 
that of LBJ being the initiator of the as-
sassination. LBJ already had the highly 
acclaimed occupation of Vice President 
and I feel like running together with JFK 
would have caused them to have a bond, 
especially since JFK is known for his kind 
and easygoing personality.” 

In 1964, the Warren Commission 
reported in over 800 pages that John F. 
Kennedy was assassinated by a lone gun-
man - Lee Harvey Oswald. Conspiracies 
might have never found such support if 

the House of Representatives Select Com-
mittee on Assassinations had not voiced 
the belief that a second gunman may have 
been involved by shooting at the motor-
cade. The aforementioned Committee also 
believed the two gunmen were involved 

in a conspiracy of some kind, but could 
not figure out it’s complexities. The con-
spiracy that is currently the most difficult 
to dispute is the one that accuses the CIA. 
The theory goes that Oswald had ties to the 
CIA, or perhaps was their agent, and was 
ordered to execute JFK. Once he did so, it 
is speculated that the CIA may have then 
doctored or removed any files linking them 

with Oswald. This theory makes the top 5 
not just because it’s the hardest to disprove, 
but also because it is difficult to prove. The 
House of Representatives Select Commit-
tee on Assassinations stated that they had 
not found any evidence or files associating 

Oswald to the CIA. 
Another popularly-believed conspira-

cy involves both the CIA and Lyndon B. 
Johnson. The supporters of this conspiracy 
theory rely most fully on motive. LBJ, as 
the vice-president, would have benefited 
the most from JFK’s death, so why not hire 
somebody to do the dirty/rewarding job 
for him? Others still think the CIA hired 

Oswald, but with LBJ’s knowledge and 
approval. Were there not officials who 
thought they’d be better off under a John-
ston administration? The theory that LBJ 
was involved finds its greatest support 
in claims made by Madeleine Brown. 
Brown claimed she was having an affair 
with LBJ, and that he had told her at a 
party on the night before the assassina-
tion  that the Kennedy’s would “pay the 
price for his embarrassment” (cnn.com). 
These claims conflict with Dave Perry’s 
research, which turned up no evidence 
of any such party involving LBJ on that 
night. 

Junior Tyler Burnett said, “I don’t 
really believe in any of the conspiracies, 
but if I had to believe one, I’d believe the 
Soviet one. There was a lot of conflict 
with the Soviets during that time period; 
maybe the Soviets wanted JFK out of the 
way. I think that the Soviet Union would 
actually risk taking out JFK, because I 
doubt there would have been a nuclear 
war if the United States had found out. In 
regards to the affair with Brown, I don’t 
believe in it, I think she just wanted at-
tention. I doubt LBJ would have assassi-
nated JFK, as his vice president, I don’t 
think he would risk turning on him. As for 
the CIA, I don’t see them turning on their 
own president either, that’s pretty low.” 

The conspiracy theories are just that, 
theories. None have yet been proven, 
but there are still many doubters in the 
lone gunman story. Perhaps more will 
be known in 2017, when the CIA will 
publicly release information and files on 
JFK’s assassination.

Toronto mayor slips 
on the crack

An American icon just moments away from his tragic demise

Gr
ap

hic
 by

: W
IK

IP
ED

IA
.C

OM


