
Antonia  Rose

Every rose 
has its thorn

I genuinely believe there is no better 
way of describing my life than with one simple 
word: “awkward”. No, not the adjective depict-
ing me as socially inept teenager (though some of 
my friends might disagree) but rather the MTV hit 
show “Awkward.” 
 From the situations to the music to the char-
acters, everything just seems so relatable, despite 
the fact that I’m no longer a junior, have never 
been mistaken for having tried to kill myself,  
and do NOT have amorous amounts of sex, as 
far as the show is concerned,  I am Jenna Ham-
ilton. Okay so maybe I wanted to believe I was 
Jenna  just for the effect of having a stunningly 
hot boyfriend, amazing friends, and this fantasti-
cal love story to fall back on but in all actuality if 
I had to pick anyone to compare myself to…we 
would most likely be following the story of Matty 
McKibben. 
 With the show originally set in the start of 
sophomore year I also began to notice my ascent 
into a changed person. My dreams were set in 
stone. In my fantasy scenario, I was gonna be the 
bad a**, the rebel. I’d be the legendary sophomore 
rock star that no one would ever forget. But in 
reality…I had four more friends than I had started 
high school with and mono on top of that. I was 
that person that loved to have a guy around and 
treat him like he was mine but was too shy and 
embarrassed to admit I really liked him because 
of how people viewed him. 
 That’s how I lost my very own version of 
Jenna. Lucky for Matty in the show, he wasn’t 
that dumb. Sure I was naïve in letting other people 
dictate who I loved but somehow, just somehow I 
managed to get past it and accept him for who he 
was.
  But my Mid-Summer’s Night revelation 
came a day late and a dollar short. Crap. Why 
couldn’t I be as smart, attractive, and charming as 
Matty McKibben -granted he is just a character? 
 So without having my fantasy to look forward 
to, my reality came crashing down, hard, and it 
was tough to bear. But I knew just what I needed 
to do. I needed to take control of the situation. I’ll 
admit I was a total newbie to the party-throwing 
scene but I knew the basic rules: no blacking out 
on my behalf, no snitches, and no lame mixtapes. 
 So with  my reality pushing me to do some-
thing and my most recent relationship gone awry, 
he was present and accounted for. It was the 
chance I had been waiting for, to rekindle what-
ever embers were left into the blazing fire it had 
once been before I threw a bucket of water on our 
ideal relationship. Somewhere along the way, I 
was trying so hard to fit in that I lost myself and 
him. 
 New Antonia had a clear head, but I couldn’t 
see the old Antonia in her anymore. And now that 
I had realized it, I owed it to the old me to be bold 
again. 
 My mother’s perception of being bold was 
sampling from the all-you-can-try guy platter 
while I still had the chance but I’d had enough. 
Except, I couldn’t get enough of the person I had 
developed a dependence on. 
 So I walked over to my old flame and struck 
up the same kind of conversation that had made 
my heart melt just like way back when. But it 
turns out I wasn’t the only one who had changed. 
 If it wasn’t for that night, I wouldn’t have 
known how bad I really hurt him and somehow 
the old me became the villain. My dad used to say 
that living with regrets was like driving a car that 
only moved in reverse. He was always the wisest 
guy I knew, being that I really dont care for people 
in general.
 So with that in mind, he and I made amends 
without me having to spill the three words I knew 
would change the state of our relationship forever, 
but I decided I was happy with what we have and 
wouldn’t trade our newfound friendship for the 
world. 
 Sure I love him and maybe as far as he was 
concerned, we were just friends...but that was 
good enough for the new me. 

 One of the many holiday traditions that are celebrated during this 
season is watching A Charlie Brown Christmas with family or friends.  
Charlie Brown’s trouble with Christmas, for those of who haven’t 
watched it, is that Christmas has lately become too commercialized by 
the industries trying to sell things and make more money. 

 Charlie ponders if it’s just him and goes 
around observing his friends and family, he 
is dismayed when his little sister asks him 
to write to Santa for her asking for her “fair 
share” which she says is “tens and twen-
ties”. Snoopy too tries to outdo his dog 
house to win first prize and money in the 
annual Christmas decoration 
contest. Even Lucy, who after 
gives Charlie psychiatric help, 
agrees that she never gets what 
she really wants for Christmas 
and agrees with Charlie that she 
too feels upset by all of the com-
mercialism and hullabaloo, but when 
asked what she would like for Christ-
mas she replies with “real estate” 
to Charlie’s dismay and astonish-
ment. 
 Was Charlie Brown right? 
Have we lost the idea of what Christ-
mas is about the “Ho ho ho, toys, mistletoe, 
and presents to pretty girl” as Lucy so aptly 
states. 
  “The true meaning of Christmas to me 
isn’t really about the presents, it’s really just 
being with my family and friends that I love 
and want to be with on that day”, says Ju-
nior Claire Rogers. “I mean I like opening 

presents, who doesn’t but the presents are 
supposed to be from the heart.” She agreed 
that Christmas has indeed become too com-

mercialized but she tries to not let it 
get to her during the season.

  “Yeah, I think Black 
Friday and Cyber Monday is the 

time where commercialism 
hits its peak. Its right after 
the day you’re supposed 

to be thankful for what you 
have. I think the true meaning 
of Christmas got lost in all of 
the gift giving.” Junior Caitlin 
Smith 

 Both juniors agree that 
the true meaning of Christmas 
has been lost but also agree that 
they believe that Christmas is a 
time to be with the family and 

friends that you love.
 Whether or not one can watch the pop-
ular Christmas special and appreciate the 
true meaning of the season, Charlie Brown 
and gang empahsize that there is one thing 
left to ask: “Are you going to let all this 
beauty go to waste?” -Lucy. Merry Christ-
mas and Happy Holidays El Camino! Have 
a great break.Charlie embodies the spirit of togetherness during the holidays. 
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Modern day Christmas: “Good grief!”
Hannah Kim
Staff  Writer

Winter break must-watch list

“A Christmas Story” “National Lampoon’s 
Christmas Vacation”

“How the Grinch Stole 
Christmas”

“The Polar Express”“Elf”“Home Alone”

What is one of the most astounding ideas to ever 
reach the internet? A website that can stream videos 
to 56 countries in 61 languages all across the world? 
A site that enables on average one billion users to ac-
cess it each month - roughly 15% of the entire world? 
A video sharing website with this ridiculous amount 
of outreach is nearly unfath-
omable: YouTube. The 
third most popular site in 
the world and the origin 
of seemingly all viral vid-
eos for almost 9 years - so 
there are bound to be some 
big hits.  

Looking back at the 
past year, it seems that 
songs and dances have 
been among the most popular of all, revolutionizing 
the culture of dance and the industry of music. Since 
one of the more original music videos, “Thriller” by 
Michael Jackson incorporating a dance that became 
extremely popular, making a fun and easy dance into a 
music video is common in the current music industry. 

The website has done just that with two prime exam-
ples of trending videos and their stars - Ylvis’ “The Fox” 
and Cuzin Terio gettin down.Oh kill ‘em! With hundreds 
of different compilations from Vine videos, countless 
fans, and a professionally done rap by artist Meek Mill 
based on his videos, this overweight and instantly famous 
child is definitely out here. Living and enjoying the ce-
lebrity lifestyle, it can be assumed that Terio will keep 
killin ‘em until he stops trending. Vine compilations and 
fads like Cuzin Terio have been some of the most viewed 

videos on all of YouTube. 
One of the most popular 

Vine compilations (nearly all 
of this hype coming from those 
of the female persuasion) is a 
dance that goes along with the 
chorus of Grind With Me by 
Pretty Ricky. It consists of a lot 
of upper body and hip move-
ment that simulates the typical 
grinding motion on the ground, 

a pillow, or basically anything. 
Then there is Ylvis, who makes hilarious music 

videos, is from a foreign country, and is now becoming 
YouTube famous. Ring a bell? And with upwards toward 
170 million views in just 2 months, “The Fox” was popu-
lar before anyone could even tweet #trending. Being the 

epitome of a catchy song and super quirky video that 
are becoming more and more popular on YouTubeWith 
all of this singing, dancing, laughing, and entertaining, 
YouTube is ultimately bringing us closer together in 
this modern era. 

Internationally renown videos offer a topic of 
conversation and familiarity that helps us all come to-
gether. So what does the fox say?

Kyle Rairdon
Staff  Writer

G
ra

ph
ic

 b
y:

M
E

M
E

C
R

U
N

C
H

.C
O

M

YouTube sensations go viral: killin’ it across countless countries

“The Nightmare Before 
Christmas”

“Olive the Other Reindeer”

Cousin Terio gettin’ it and making his way to fame.


