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Quest for the elusive 9
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Senior Dexter Williams plays bass like a cat meows.

Mia Evans
Staff  Writer

 
Students look forward to Thanksgiving and winter break. So why make their 

break stressful and supply them with homework that will most likely be rushed 
through anyway? These days off should give students the opportunity to get a break 
from work and have fun. 

Teachers sometimes forget that students have other classes too, which leaves 
them with hours of homework. Break should be about having fun with friends and 
family not worrying about schoolwork for a week or two. Sophomore Rachel Day 
said, “I have one teacher who gives me an unnecessary amount of homework over 
breaks, like projects and stuff.”

Some students may have plans to go on vacation with family members, and hav-
ing homework can cause conflict. “I went to Reno with my family, and realizing I had 
a huge project due in less than a week made me really angry.”

Homework is highly disliked by majority of people, but has a great deal of mat-
ter in the future. It educates students and shows teachers if one really understands 

what they’re learning. Teachers may also hand out homework so the students won’t 
forget what they’ve learned in a week or two, and come back to school right where 
they left off.  

Sophomore Amanda Vandervort feels like teachers give too much homework. 
“We already are loaded with homework during school so break should actually be a 
“break” from school including stupid homework.”

High school students have 6 periods a day. So which subjects give the most 
homework?

“Well my history class and definitely honors english give the most homework, 
but I should have known that when I signed up for an honors class, said Vandervort.

Honors and AP classes being more challenging than regular classes supply extra 
homework. So prior to signing up for the hard classes, students should be prepared to 
be challenged, and take responsibility for what classes they decided to take.

“I didn’t have any homework over break thank god, but if I did I would be furi-
ous because I don’t see a point in homework.We don’t need homework to learn, that’s 
what teachers are for, said Sophomore Ryan John.

According to students of El Camino breaks and weekends should be fun filled 
and stress free. If teachers don’t want students to fall behind on what they’ve learned 
then they should supply them with a small amount of homework, not big projects that 
take up their break. 

Ho-Ho-Homework 

Mia Evans
Staff  Writer 

Capricorn (December 22-January 19th)
No matter what month it is they always tend to think 
about the future, it’s the last part of 2013 so try to 
live in the moment.
Aquarius (January 20th-February 18th)
Enjoy buying presents for loved ones, and their fa-
vorite time of year is Christmas. Keep up the posi-
tivity.
Pisces (February 19th-March 20)
Hopeful and confident about their future, this month 
may bring exciting news about their career, keep 
working hard!
Aries (March 21-April 19th)
The holidays are going to be a busy time, full of lots 
of  family visits, so plan accordingly.
Taurus (April 20th-May 20th)
Tend to keep to themselves more, and their consis-
tency is their secret, this month their actions will 
bring them better results than they’d ever expect.    
Gemini (May 21-June 20th)
December is a very unusual month for them, they 
will either be filled with joy or in deep depression. 
Cancer (June 21-July 22)
Their new years priority is to get their body into top 
condition, eat right and stay active.
Leo (July 23-August 22)
The month of December will bring them lots of op-
portunities that have their interests in mind, make 
sure to keep your options open. 
Virgo (August 23-September 22)
Holiday time draws their family’s closer together, be 
sure to spend some time with your family.
Libra (September 23-October 22)
Would rather stay at home during the holidays and 
relax, then to travel different places for a vacation. 
Scorpio (October 23-November 21)
Very romantic during the holidays, but shy. Don’t be 
afraid take a step out of your comfort zone and ask 
out the one you like. 
Sagittarius (November 22-December 21) 
Have very little patience, they know what they want 
for Christmas, and they will do whatever it takes to 
get it.

Annie Lin
News Editor

Painting nails has become almost an ubiquitous 
hobby for many teenage girls now, including amongst 
female El Camino students. Seniors Natalie Miller and 
Shayne Hawthrone are both well-known for their cute 
and creative designs and love of creating nail art. 

“For fall, I like simpler stuff like deep plum tones or 
shimmery browns. I think because the season is begin-
ning to change and outfits are changing as well, having 

less of a design and more of a classy color makes your 
nails more versatile,” Miller says.

Hawthrone has similar fall favorites, favoring leaves, 
pumpkin, or even turkey designs. Magazines like Elle 

and Cosmopolitan also agree, adding that retro nail styles 
like the basic bright red nails and midnight black nails are 
back in style as well. Neatly cut nails with rounded corners 
are also commonly paired with nude, wine, oxblood, or dark 
berry colors to create a simple yet chic and sophisticated look 
that are guaranteed to go with any outfit.

But as the weather gets colder, it’s definitely time to step 
it up a notch with glitter and maybe even crystals and studs to 
give the look more texture. To build up the depth of the color, 
try layering different colors, going from darkest to lightest. 
Put a twist on the classic french nail for an elegant finish or 
go cute with traditional holiday designs.

“For the winter, I love to go all out. Mix match nails and 
designs based on holiday things like candy canes and snow-
men are super cute! And I love glitter! Light blue is pretty 
too because you can still paint snowflakes even after after 
Christmas because its still winter,” Miller says.

Still not inspired? Don’t give up! 
“Like anything, nail art is always hard at first, but once 

you get the hang of it, it gets easier. And find out ways that 
make painting easier for you,” Miller advises.

Hawthrone also adds, “Don’t feel frustrated if you can’t 
make a design or your nails didn’t turn out just the way you 
wanted that still happens to me and the best would be to ei-
ther try on again or possibly try another design and you can 
try to perfect the other when you have more time.”

Social media sites or professional sites are perfectplaces 
to get more inspiration and tips.

“I used to create my own designs and I still do some-
times, but I find it more fun to try and see how close I can get 
to professional designs since I have never had training like 
they have,” Hawthrone says. 

Although most guys just shake their heads in puz-
zlement, creating nail art is truly a satisfying hobby 
that expands beyond just the temporary painting itself. 
It’s a labor of love and a rewarding learning process.

“[Painting my nails] is one of my favorite past 
times. I love to create patterns, see if I can copy pro-
fessional designs from online, and to hear what people 
think when I show them my designs,” Hawthrone pas-
sionately states.

Miller makes a similar statement by saying, “I 
like it because it’s so interchangeable. Like there’s so 
many different types of polishes and designs are end-
less. I love the fact that you can show of tiny pieces of 
artwork to everyone around you. It’s something that 
a lot of girls do in many places, so it is relatable to 
people as well.”

Senior Natalie Miller shows off her nail skills.

Dexter Wil l iams plays bass
David Enabnit 
Staff  Writer

If El Camino was the ocean, Senior Dexter Wil-
liams would be one of the bizarre, undefinable, crea-
tures lurking in the pitchblack freezing waters defying 
increasingly mystified scientists expectations of him. At 
the real El Camino, he provides Mr. Glaser’s vaunted 
jazz band with an exceptional upright bass player and 
extremely capable multi instrumentist. 

In addition to being one of the most talented mem-
bers of the student population, Williams’ offbeat humor 
and general aura of quirkiness is well known to both his 
bandmates and teachers. As Dexter’s Honors English 3 
teacher Mr. Marshall lightheartedly said “ He is a very 
strange child. Most likely emotionally and spiritually 
troubled.” 

Considering that three of his four grandparents and 
both of his parents made music a huge part of their lives 
it is no surprise that Williams made an early entry into 
this world. After beginning to play violin and guitar at a 
young age, he made the switch to upright bass his fresh-
man year and experienced immediate success. Articulat-
ing one of the reasons he made the switch, Williams said 
“I started getting gigs once I started playing bass and 
really enjoyed it.” His growth has lead him to become 
one of the most essential members of jazz band. 

Senior Mariah Rodriguez said “Dexter is like the 
heart of the jazz band. He keeps everybody together. 
Without him, the music would easily fall apart. In gener-
al, he is very knowledgeable about music and it is great 
to be able to play with him. I think that he is just so good 
at what he does.” 

In a similar vein Senior Michelle Marks added 
“He is the best musician we have in band. He is really 
committed and does a ton of stuff outside of school that 
helps hone his craft.” 

His inspiration and models include professional 
bass players Niels-Henning Orsted Pedersen, Slam 
Stewart, Christian McBride, Ray Brown, and Edgar 
Meyer. Regarding his future in the music industry Wil-
liams said he wishes to “minor in music in college and 
continue to play gigs throughout my life.”

Williams’ unique persona stands out just as much 
his musician. His flaming intelligence is revealed by his 
witty and sophisticated banter, which warms the hearts 

while feeding the minds of all he graces with conversation. Many 
have a hard time putting into words what separates Dexter’s per-
sonality from the average high school senior. Rodriguez com-
mented that “he is a little weird. He is very modest and that is 
a good thing. He likes when people look at him weird I guess. 
But all band kids are a little weird so he fits right in,” Marks said 
“Dexter is really quirky and is generally a really fun person to 
hang out.” 

At an age when the pressure to conform is very powerful, 
Williams’ choice to walk to the beat of his own drum stands out. 
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Miller demonstrates her love for holiday colors.
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Artsy nail trends spread through EC

Tressa Furry
Spotlight Editor

“Now, close your eyes and think green. Take 
a deep breath…10…9…8…7…6…5…4…3…
2…1…one final deep breath…and begin. Use 
the force and be the ball.” 

This is what all juniors past, present and 
future hear from Honors English 3 teacher Mr. 
Marshall as they write one of many timed writes. 
They’re a big deal not only because it’s a consid-
erable chunk of one’s English grade, but they’re 
an introduction to AP English.

In Marshall’s class, one writes two essays, 
one per day, and only one is randomly chosen to 
be graded. The grades are assigned based on the 
AP Exam scale, 0-9. It’s common for students to 
get somewhere in the 4-5 range and improve by 
the end of the year to a 6 or a 7. The 9, however, 
is rarely given, for it’s the top score. 

What separates it from 
everything else is that while 
it’s excellently organized, 
well-written, and uses skilled 
language, it “takes risks” and 
puts a concept in “a cultural/
historical frame around the 
subject.”  This level of a com-
plex paper makes it all the more elusive and 
somewhat of a prize that all juniors wish they 
would earn.

Senior Thomas Carlson earned the sacred 
9 last year, and it seemed to come naturally to 
him. “I don’t do any other preparation or prac-
tice,” he said. “I write long paragraphs and fol-
low whatever train of thought leads to the most 
stuff to talk about. I’m good at finding two links 
between two possibly unrelated things.” His 
advice to the junior class is quite simple – read 
everything. “I’ve never used Sparknotes and it 
works out. I believe that a lot of issues people 
have with writing these papers stem from not 
having a good understanding of the themes and 
passages in the novel.”

For most Honors English 3 students, just 

reading the novel and understanding it isn’t 
enough. Luckily, for a timed write, one will have 
a pre-write where they can brainstorm ideas 
based on the prompt given, whether it’s analyz-
ing a quote, exploring a concept such as Roman-
ticism in The Scarlet Letter, or analyzing the 
symbolism of a character. Many also study the 
night before, as well as get a good night’s dinner 
and sleep, as it’s beneficial to one’s stress level.

“The best advice I can give is to really think 
green and the pre-write is everything,” said Se-
nior Jacqueline Grady, whose best score was 
a 6. “If you get stuck in the middle of the essay 
go right back to brainstorming again. That hap-
pened to me once and I ended up writing a great 
essay.”

Although the junior class has only written 
four timed writes so far, the pressure to do well 
on them has already sunk in. Many find them-

selves discouraged when 
they essay they believe 
they did well on isn’t the 
one chosen, and the one 
they don’t have as much 
confidence in is graded. It 
seems like it never goes 
their way, and they fear 
for that 3 or 4, but it’s just 

luck of the draw.
Junior Claire Rogers earned a 7 on the first 

timed write about the Scarlet Letter, much to her 
surprise. “We wrote [the timed writes] before 
we went over the rubric for them, so I was just 
trying to do my best with the prompt,” she said. 
“I really liked The Scarlet Letter, so I think that 
helped since I enjoyed the book. I also went over 
my notes and went through parts of the book 
again before the timed writes to try and prepare 
for them.”

After the end of a literary unit, the timed 
writes come around again to either haunt or 
challenge juniors year round. The quest for the 
elusive 9 in Marshall continues. Who will be the 
first this year to accomplish it? 

Use the force, 
be the ball.


