
Wrecking injuries damage nfl teams

eSports tackles new debate: sport or not?

Theo DeRosa
Staff  Writer

 Arian Foster. Aaron Rodgers. Doug Martin. Rob Gronkowski. 
Geno Atkins. Julio Jones. Reggie Wayne. Jeremy Maclin. Percy Har-
vin. Randall Cobb. Sam Bradford. All are gone, out for the season, 
with the exception of Rodgers and Harvin, who have both missed 
considerable time. These are just a few of the many athletes in the 
NFL who have been seriously hurt over the course of the 2013 sea-
son. It’s unprecedented how many NFL players have been injured 
this year, likely due to the physical nature of the game. By the end 
of preseason in August, 18 players had been lost for the season. This 
sky-high number marks triple the amount of preseason injuries in 
2010, where there were just six. Injuries have thrown many NFL 
teams off their game so far in the season

The San Francisco 49ers, a popular team 
among EC students, have faced injuries to their 
wide receiver depth. WR Michael Crabtree, en-
joying a breakout 2012 campaign, has played 
just one game in 2013 as of December 1st after 
suffering a torn Achilles tendon in May 2013. 
Crabtree is hands-down the best wide receiver 
the 49ers have, and his absence may be one of 
the reasons that last year’s Super Bowl runner-
up has somewhat faltered so far in 2013, losing 
to Seattle, Indianapolis, Carolina, and New Or-
leans for a decent 8-4 (Wins-Losses) record as 
of December 1. 

Freshman Chris Belant, a 49ers fan, is ex-
cited to see Crabtree back in action, after making 
his debut against the St. Louis Rams on Decem-
ber 1st. Belant stated that, now that Crabtree has 
taken the field, that “the Niners [will] get back 
to being a Super Bowl contender very soon.” 
Personally, Belant “[felt] sorry for [quarterback 
Colin] Kaepernick because he’s getting so much 
criticism but...two key WRs [Crabtree and Ma-
rio Manningham] were out for a large majority 
of the season.”

Star Green Bay Packers quarterback Aaron 
Rodgers had his non-throwing shoulder in-
jured during a November 4th game, and left the 
field for medical observation. As of December 
1st, Rodgers has failed to play in four straight 
games. The Packers have not won a single game 
since Rodgers went down, going 0-4-1 (a tie 
with Minnesota) as of their 40-10 blowout loss 

to the Detroit Lions on Thanksgiving Day. 
Junior Julia Ackerman, a Packers fan, is 

greatly concerned by the injury to Rodgers. “For 
the team,” said Ackerman, “the injury means a 
severe weakening of the offense...built around 
Rodgers. Ultimately, it isn’t good for the fans or 
the team.” Green Bay was also plagued with the 
loss of dynamic young WR Randall Cobb, who 
was diagnosed with a torn ACL after an October 
13th game, and placed on season-ending injured 

reserve. Ackerman feels disheartened about the sea-
son of her favorite team, saying that “I don’t see the 
Packers going anywhere this year.” The losses of 
Rodgers and Cobb have crippled the Packers’ now-
anemic offense. 

All in all, this year has been disastrous in terms 
of injuries in the NFL. The number of hurt players 
and concussions suffered during games is continu-
ally rising. Some battered teams can’t wait for the 
brutal 2013 season to finally end. 
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Green Bay’s Quarterback Aaron Rodgers suffered an injury in his non-throwing shoulder this season 
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Another devastating injury bestowed unto the 49ers this year

Annie West
Feature Editor

The majority of the students here at El Camino partake in 
at least some form of extra curricular or sport, but one of the 
hidden favorites is Mudding. But what is that?

 “ Mudding is when you take your truck out, knowing 
you’ll most likely mess it up, but doing it anyways” says Se-
nior Mudding enthusiast Marissa Zamora.  

  Do to its unpredictability it is a favorite among those 
outdoorsy types who look around the corner for any form of 
adventure. Senior Olivia Winklehouse was attracted to it be-
cause, “its a huge adrenaline rush and really exciting, i love 
getting dirty and doing dangerous stuff like that!’ 

Zamora describes it as “a kind of excitement that nothing 
else compares to, its sorta like a meth addiction, its fun for a 

while until you find your friends pulling you out 
of it.” 

Referring to getting stuck in the mud, this 
thrilling activity does require a few items in order 
to partake in. Anyone can do it as long as vehicle 
has 4wheel drive and have a friend with 4 wheel 
drive as well in case the mudding get too intense 
and  assistance is needed. “Most country boys 
love to do it in trucks or lifted trucks says Senior 
Amanda Kelly.

Great places for mudding can be found as 
close as Prairie City once the rain hits, or farther 
away Chester, CA where Zamora does the major-
ity of her mudding, or on a ranch like Winklehouse 
has done in Pilot hill. 

So embrace the inner redneck within and get 
out of sac and venture into the hills, no one ever 
got hurt by getting a little dirt or mud in this case 
on them.  What else are meant for if not to drive 
hard and get dirty?  Just think of the adventures 
and memories that can be made in the great out-
doors when having fun with friends .

Students bitten by the muddin’ bug
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If you can’t tell what color it is, you’re doing it right
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Mud is kicking up around El Camino students

Trevor Morris-Seekins
Staff  Writer

Football, soccer, tennis, and Starcraft? A new 
type of sport has entered the world stage. Under the 
title “esports,” electronic sports gamers are now turn-
ing the nerd into a sports legend. eSports is a term 
for online competitions for professionals in certain 
game communities. Games in which the participants 
face off against each other for points or objectives 
are called Player versus Player(PvP). World compe-
titions for computer and console games such as Halo 
4, League of Legends, Starcraft 2, and many more 
take place in stadiums holding thousands of cheer-
ing fans.

The name “eSports” challenges the view that 
sports exist only in physical sense, not in the digital 
world. Though many see them as just games, they 
share the same features that make all activities into 
sports. Senior Sydney Frasier says eSports, just like  
physical sports “take strategy, practice, time, and en-
ergy. It’s a team effort.” All of those attributes are 
found within every sport, from rugby to ping pong, 
and now from games like Call of Duty to Smite.

Because it is online, eSports have seasons that 
go year-round, unimpaired by weather. For example 
the League of Legends eSports championship took 
place this October in Las Angeles. Though the cham-
pionship took place right here in California, it has 
teams coming from around the globe including the 

UK, China, and even Lithuania. Gigantic trophies and 
cash prizes go out to the winners of such tournaments. 
Along with the prizes come the millions of fans that are 
dedicated to following their favorite players and teams. 
Much like the physical sports, there are also tons of spon-
sors for the eSport professionals. The small and large 
technology businesses sponsor the player by buying their 
gear or travel fees for international matches.   

New improvements to technology are only open-
ing the doors for the new sporting community.  The new 
games,  improving graphics, and creative challenges are 
being produced at an incredible rate. The Call Of Duty 
franchise has been known to release it’s newest  games 
in less than 2 years. The newest online games are quickly 
replaced and forgotten. 

Junior Damien Hebert says “There is not enough 

time to stick to a game. The companies are just 
doing this for profits”. This leaves very little 
time to have fun in a good game at the top of its 
popularity.  For those people with short attention 
spans and get bored easily, this keeps them inter-
ested. Physical sports though, have a long appeal 
to players since these sports cannot be replaced 
with new games like their electronic versions.

With companies coming to sponsor and 
new tech to build better systems, more and better 
versions of eSporting games are being distrib-
uted across the globe. Since there are no tryouts, 
national borders, or demanding prices, everyone 
has the ability to participate and work their way 
to the top. Though the year is ending, anyone can 
still grab a computer and get started for the next 
year of eSports.

Kyra Johnson
Graphics Editor

The National Hockey League currently 
has 30 franchised member clubs, 23 are lo-
cated in the United States and 7 are located 
in Canada. Hockey is a sport most known for 
men skating on ice with a lot of physical con-
tact that can turn brutal. It is not as widely 
known that the National Hockey League was 
first organized in Canada and expanded to the 
United States of America.

Once this step was taken the League start-
ed to take off. Since 1924 the National Hock-
ey League has been binational. Now with 30 
teams, the league changes the divisions a lot 
to accommodate the growing league.

There are many rumors about the league 
and expansion; with Toronto, Seattle, and 
Quebec City at the heart of the league gossip. 
Although the National Hockey League Com-
missioner, Gary Bettman has confirmed that 
there will be no expansions occurring during 
this season or the 2014- 15 season. There is 
hope though, since he has admitted there are 
potential expansion prospects in the works.

While one waits to hear about the poten-
tial expansion for the league, they can an-
ticipate the annual National Hockey League 
Winter Classic. This event will take place 
January 1, 2014 at Michigan Stadium in Ann 
Arbor. The teams competing will be the De-
troit Red Wings and the Toronto Maple Leafs. 
Both teams are part of the Original Six mem-
bers of the league and have built their his-

tory together. Starting with their first face off 
in 1927, this rivalry has built up for almost a 
century, bringing loads of intrigue to hockey 
fans and non fans alike. Also adding to this is 
the fact that the Detroit Red Wings are now 
part of Toronto’s division in the Eastern Con-
ference, and Atlantic Division.

In addition, noteworthy accomplishments 
have happened for the NHL. Including per-
mission from The Michigan State facility to 
sell alcohol, since the school had to temporar-
ily life the venue’s ban on the substance. The 
National Hockey League will also require the 
use of Michigan Stadium from Dec. 1, 2013 
until Jan. 2, 2014. With these requirements it 
may give the NHL the opportunity they are 
looking for. Since Michigan Stadium has a 
capacity of more than 114,000, it is quite pos-
sible that this year’s National Hockey League 
Winter Classic will be the largest hockey 
game in attendance.

Even if someone is not a hockey fan and 
does not care for the sport, the chance of hav-
ing a professional hockey game held inside a 
well known college football stadium that can 
hold many fans can be very exciting. Also the 
fact that the teams competing have been long 
time rivals adds to the thrill of this annual 
event.

With rumors of expansion and an annual 
game uniting patrons, the possibilities for the 
NHL are endless. Time will tell if the NHL 
has the ability to become an even greater en-
tity in the lives of many.

NHL’s Winter Classic Begins
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Competitors and fans take their gaming seriously; this was a major tournament in 2011 with a winning team
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The logo for the worldwide phenomenon


