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I’d like to give thanks. I really don’t 
like when people only list what 
they’re grateful for around the 

holidays, so maybe it’s my New Year’s 
resolution to give thanks for something 
every day. But right now, at this very 
moment, I am thankful for a lot. I have 
done a lot of stuff wrong. I have messed 
up countless numbers of times. And I 
have screwed things up completely be-
yond repair. I have cried. I have yelled. 
I have thrown things at walls. 

But I have also done a few things 
right. I have laughed. I have smiled. I 
have giggled and blushed and had but-
terflies in my stomach. I have broken 
down into the biggest puddle of happy 
possible. I have created memories. I 
don’t really mind that some are awful 
memories that make me question my 
life decisions. I am honestly really hap-
py that some of my choices have made 
me hate myself. That hatred mixed with 
the utter happiness I feel at different 
moments makes me who I am. I am far 
from perfect. I really despise myself for 
it, because what’s a perfectionist with-
out the intense desire to be perfect, but I 
do realize that I am flawed. 

I’m like the antihero of my own 
life: I am a bumbling and incompetent 
human protagonist that no one really 
wants to be like but everyone is secretly 
similar to. I know; it sucks. It is really 
hard to live life without trying to be per-
fect. I trip up so many times and make 
a fool out of myself that I wonder why 
I keep going. 

Those bad memories, though, 
serve as a contrast for the good times. 
Without the truly awful, we wouldn’t be 
able to see how good our good is. I’m 
not going to support the cliché sayings 
of “What doesn’t kill you makes you 
stronger” or “Your mistakes will serve 
as valuable life lessons” because that’s 
not what I want to hear when I mess 
up. It’s like expecting you to be perfect 
after this one fault. I don’t expect that 
out of you. Don’t regret your mistakes, 
though. 

You and I are wonderful people 
today. I probably wouldn’t like you as 
much if you hadn’t eaten that worm 
in the 3rd grade, and you probably 
wouldn’t like me if I hadn’t broken my 
ankle pretending to be an airplane in the 
7th grade. I wish I could be perfect and 
have a flawless life with absolutely zero 
rough patches. But that’s not what life 
is for anyone. Even the romantic hero 
has some trials and tribulations. So how 
can we expect the multitude of antihe-
roes, tragic heroes, and Byronic heroes 
that we are to have a life with no screw-
ups? That’s just dumb. We are all really 
dumb. We all suck at a lot of things and 
we all make ourselves look stupid and 
hate ourselves. But that’s what makes 
us really great when we have our shin-
ing moments. 

Every graceful and clumsy mo-
ment makes up this ballet of our lives 
and gives us personality and quirk. I am 
thankful for the ability to be unique. I 
am thankful that I am quirky and weird 
and odd. I am thankful that I made mis-
takes in the love department and the 
friend department and basically any de-
partment of life. 

I am thankful that I am the Madison 
Morita that I am today and I am thank-
ful for the other antiheroes out there 
that are who they are today. We’re all 
awkward little fools, but that’s the best 
thing we can be in this world. A beauti-
ful little fool.

Ice-skating heats up as it cools down
Antonia Rose
Entertainment Editor

All individuals alike have seen ice-skating on TV and 
most likely in the Olympics. While it seemed to come so 
naturally to these graceful princes and princesses of ice, 
for the rest of the world ice skating is nothing but a recre-
ation enjoyed primarily in the holiday season. Especially 
in Sacramento, with frozen ponds being practically non-
existent, locals begin the search for an ice-skating rink 
with cheap prices and an authentic holiday feel. Ice skat-
ing, though it comes naturally to some, might pose as 
a major debacle to others in their attempts at the art of 
skating around in circle in thirty degree weather. 

“I’m a pro at ice skating! I lived in Alaska for five 
years; there was nothing else to do” said Sophomore 
Tessa Flaro. 

With ice skating being  more readily accessible to 
some individuals as opposed to others, Flaro explained 
“All my friends expect me to teach them and my boy-
friend too. They’re not very good though.”With locals 
buzzing about with anticipation to hit the ice, one is left 
to wonder where the best winter-wonderland destination 
lies.  There are numerous rinks around the capital city but 
the real question lies with: which is the best?

“My favorite is the rink downtown. It’s small but fun 
and the mall is right across the street to get something to 
eat after,” said Senior Alyssa Boyd. With growing popu-

larity, the downtown ice-skating rink found at 701 K Street, 
is highly regarded among holiday hopefuls alike. 

However, other rinks dare to compete with this frost 
fun land such as Iceland Ice-skating rink, an indoor track 
with much larger surface space. But does the indoor track 
have anywhere near the effect of the outdoor? 

Freshman Angel Moore said, “I like some things about 
Iceland but the outside [rink] has festive music and decora-
tions”. With Iceland offering different skate sessions for dif-
ferent levels they also feature light shows while skating with 
disco balls, strobe lights, and game like Limbo. 

“The lights are a pretty cool tough”, said Moore. Al-

though one rink completely embodies the holiday 
season and the other exemplifies a party atmo-
sphere from “Disco Fever”, ones aesthetic taste 
can make all the difference deciding on a holiday 
hoedown local. 

So whether going pro or lacing up the skates 
for the first ice adventure, Sacramento is the place 
to go with multiple rinks around the greater Sac 
area. Children, teens, and adults alike can all enjoy 
the wonderful benefits of ice-skating and spending 
the time learning just how much cold the body can 
stand. 
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Take a break from huddling infront of theTV during the winter time, and go out with friends to the ice-rink!

Quidditch: A fantasy sport or reality?
Annie Lin
News Editor

Two teams consisting of seven athletes each stare de-
terminedly at each other from across the white line carefully 
drawn over the grassy field. Clad in their school colors, dif-
ferent colored headbands, and cleats, they are ready for battle 
after months and months of training. A crowd surrounds the 
field, cheers erupting as the anticipation builds. The referee 

walks on the field and a hush falls over the crowd. 
“Brooms up!” he suddenly commands.The play-
ers mount their brooms as the crowd erupts into 
cheers once more. The World Cup of Quidditch 
has begun.Obviously this is no common sport - 
and no, it is not an over-hyped version of broom-
ball on grass. Almost all 90’s kids grew up with 
the Harry Potter series and are familiar with the 
famed fictional sport of Quidditch. Well, maybe 
it’s not so fictional anymore because Quidditch, 
or at least an adaptation on solid ground, is now 
played in over 300 colleges and high schools in 
North America, Australia, and Europe. 

Still not convinced? Unbeknownst to many 
people, the International Quidditch Association 
was founded in 2010 and has been sanctioning 
tournaments, regional conferences, and the World 
Cup of Quidditch ever since.A Harry Potter fan, 
Junior Donald Glass, was quite surprised and im-
pressed that Quidditch has expanded “beyond just 
Harry Potter fans now since athletes are attracted 
to it because it’s an interesting, new sport.”In ad-
dition to the new officiality of the sport itself, the 
International Quidditch Association has three core 
values, called the 3 “C”s, that aren’t very common 

for the typical sport. These include competition, com-
munity and creativity. The IQA ensures that quidditch 
has an inclusive and welcoming community through 
policies like the two-minimum gender rule; teaching 
quidditch to children; community service events and 
partnerships; QuidCon, the only quidditch convention; 
and the mentor and penpal programs.

“It might be to get the word out about them, but it 
also might be just because. Either way, it gets them a 
good reputation,” says Jacqueline Grady. As for the 
future of this unique sport, Glass and Grady both think 
it has great potential but it won’t reach the full-blown 
popularity of traditional sports such as basketball and 
football.

Grady says, “Regarding becoming something 
more, I think it’s at the perfect spot right now. It would 
seem kinda strange to me if it was ever considered an 
Olympic sport. I just don’t see it.” Glass thinks Quid-
ditch might have a future as a NCAA sport though, due 
to the large amount of colleges that already have teams.
The indisputable statistics speak volumes about the 
rising popularity of Quidditch, but one question many 
non-players like Glass have that remains unanswered 
is: “How isn’t weird and awkward running around with 
a broom in between your legs for the whole game?”
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Serious competitors charge as a World Cup match begins

Lack of snowfall affecting holiday spirit 
Annie West
Feature Editor

Its nothing new that most people associate 
the winter holidays with snow falling, so how 
does the little amount of snowfall that has oc-
curred affect the anticipation and attitude   most 
feel when December rolls around? This year 
has been a snow drought compared to last sea-
son when CA exceeded the normal snowfall ex-
pectancy. But when considering the the amount 
of rainfall last year which totaled 99.89 inches 
compared to the 30.39 that have fallen this year 
in Northern California according to California 
Nevada River Forecast Center, its not hard to 
wonder why the mountains aren’t hidden in a 
white blanket. For the surrounding mountains 
closest to Lake Tahoe the deepest snow seems 
to be is between 4-8 inches according to Nevada 
Snow depth and Accumulation which isn’t very 
much in comparison to last years average of 
83.7 inches of snow in the Reno area recorded 
by Average Annual Snowfall totals in Nevada. 

When Senior Ashley Bailey-Curtin went 
to her cabin over Thanksgiving break she de-
scribed South Lake Tahoe as, “[It felt] like sum-
mer, there was hardly any snow, just some ice 
or small patches of snow, and it was just really 
cold outside.” “We did  see some on the way 

home though, so we stopped and played in the snow for a while.” 
The lack of snow can definitely dampen the Holiday spirit, but the deeper 

into the mountains one goes the more snow they will find, Junior Cody Gregory 
who went to Reno over the break says, “There were a couple of spots along the 
road along the road with lots of snow.” 

However the thin layer of snow cover-
ing the Sierra Nevadas now isn’t enough to 
support the amount of anxious skiers and 
snowboarders out there, causing many re-
sorts to make the majority of the snow on 
their slopes. 

Junior Tiera Drake who recently went 
to Heavenly Ski Resort reported not seeing 
“ too much snow, it was mostly fake, which 
meant they could only have 3 runs open in-
stead of alot.” 

So hopefully a big storm will blow in 
soon to give the slopes that much desired 
fresh powder blanket. Curtin and her family 
were very disappointed by the little amount 
of snow they saw, “It was awful not having 
snow since its not as much fun! We don’t get 
to go up very often and we had been looking 
forwarded to the snow, but hopefully there 
will be more in a few weeks when we go 
back.” 

Having a good supply of snow surely 
adds to the holiday mood for some like Greg-
ory, “Having lots of snow make me happier 
and helps me look forward to Christmas, 
and the snow is a reminder that Christmas is 
close!” So everyone cross those fingers and 
do a snow dance to get those snowflakes to 
fall!
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Snow, or the lack of, is affecting people who are eager to hit the slopes

Boys Basketball
N/A
Varsity/JV: 12/26 - 12/28 Kendall Arnett 
@Placer

Girls Basketball
N/A
Varsity/JV/Frosh: 12/19 - 12/21 Oakridge 
Tournament @Oakridge

Wrestling
N/A
Varsity: 12/14 Bear Creek @Stockton
             12/21 Casa Roble Tournament @Casa 
Roble

JV: Wildcat Invitational @Whitney


