
 With winter just around the corner, students ready themselves for break and 
parents prepare for the holidays. Large celebrations, like Christmas and Hanukkah, 
call for candles, presents, and other traditions within cultures, religions, and fami-
lies. These days, with costs so high, people head out on Black Friday to get deals on 
gifts, some even leaving the night of Thanksgiving in order to get in on a good sale. 
However, the big-ticket items during the holidays are something rather simple and 
unexpected: lights.
 From a tree in the front window to lights decorating the outside of homes, a fair 
amount of people invest in holiday lights. A common Sacramento tradition amongst 
families is to load up in the car with blankets, hot chocolate, and holiday music; and 
to drive through the Fab 40s oohing and awe-ing at the beautiful, extravagant light 
displays the neighborhood families put up. Other than being too lazy to set out and 
make these displays at home, why don’t most people go “all out” with lights? It’s 
expensive.
 Behind the beauty and wonderment of the holiday lights craze, there is an enor-
mous electric bill. According to Christmas Lights Etc., the average “enthusiast” 
can add as much as $310.73 with the usage of incandescent bulbs. However, if one 
really wants to get decked-out in festive lights, io9 said that the Faucher Family of 
Delaware spends…drumroll please…$82,320 per month to power their 1,000,000 
incandescent lights.
 In fact, eia.gov shows that, during the winter season, families on average spend 
around $909 on their electric bill, compared to about $395 during the summer. With 
lights being such a big tradition, however, how can families keep the cost down and 
the festivities up? LED lights have made an enormous impact on the lights industry 
by making a small impact on family wallets. Usually around one-eighth of the elec-
tric cost of incandescent bulbs, LEDs can bring the electric bill of an “enthusiast” 
down to $40.15, and that of the Faucher family to around $10,000.
 So, if the houses in the Fab 40s are “lookin’ festive,” beware before attempting 
to recreate their lightshow. It could very easily cost thousands, but with the use of 
LEDs, it could be about an about an eighth of the price!

Caitlyn Towne 
Staff  Writer

EC Students Create Their Own Winter Wonderland
Yuliy Tsymbal 
News Editor

Christmas Decorations Light  
Up Homes and Wallets

Senior Mason McLain decorates his home, capturing the Christmas spirit with many festive lights
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Like many others, senior Natalie Miller spruces up her Christmas tree, a staple for many this holiday

Senior Erika Bennett puts up stockings, waiting until Christmas to discover what’s inside them
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Places “Yule” Need to Visit During the Winter Holidays
Melissa Harrell 
Staff  Writer

 Every year, the people of Sacramento join 
in to welcome Christmas as tuneful marching 
bands, colorful clowns and even vintage cars 
line N street in Downtown Sacramento. 

       It’s back! The Sacramento Ice Rink takes it spot on 
The Kay to welcome guests to some cheap fun. “…the 
goal is to create a signature holiday experience for the 
region.” It’s only $8 to enter and $2 to rent some skates, 
so lace up and head over to enjoy chilly amusement. 

       “Experience the holiday magic of Old Sac-
ramento’s 5th Annual Theatre of Lights! The free 
outdoor performances artfully mix the historic 
charm of Old Sacramento with state-of-the-art 
sound and lighting technology to create a memo-
rable and visually-exciting holiday experience for 
all visitors.” 

        It’s what everyone has been waiting for- 
the second movie in the Hunger Games trilogy 
is at the IMAX Theater! Experience Catching 
Fire like never before, and let the 3D effects 
make the movie come to life.

       Enjoy the classic story of “The 
Nutcracker” this holiday season pre-
formed by Sacramento’s very own 
ballet company! Get your tickets soon, 
they won’t last long! 

Top 10 Resolutions:
	 •	Drink	Less	Alcohol	
	 •	Eat	Healthy	Food	
	 •	Get	a	Better	Education	
	 •	Get	a	Better	Job	
	 •	Get	Fit	
	 •	Lose	Weight	
	 •	Manage	Debt	
	 •	Manage	Stress	
	 •	Quit	Smoking	
	 •	Reduce,	Reuse,	and	Recycle	

Top 10 for Teenagers:
	 •	Get	healthy	
	 •	Get	happier
	 •	Be	a	better	person	
	 •	Find	love
	 •	Be	a	better	friend	
	 •	Show	more	love	to	family	
	 •	Do	better	in	school	
	 •	Learn	something	new
	 •	Be	a	role	model	
	 •	Make	some	money	

 “My New Year’s Resolution is to get into my 
dream college,” said senior Keema Whitelaw

Make 2014 Great, El Camino!
Some New Year’s Resolutions  
To Kick Off The Year Right 

Melissa Harrell 
Staff  Writer

“I want to obtain a 4.0 
this year,” said junior 
Eli Laudi 

A Few EC Student’s Resolutions

“Next year, I want to make Varsity Cheer,” says 
Sophomore Emily Ainley-Zoll

	 Junior	Bailey Church’s 
New Year’s Resolution is to, “...get 
better at football” for his senior year 
at El Camino.

Santa Parade 
Downtown Sacramento 
December 14th, 10AM

Downtown Sacarmento Ice Rink 
St. Rose of Lima Park, K Street 

Now to January 20th

Catching Fire at IMAX 
Esquire IMAX Theatre, K St 

Now to December 30th 
Theatre of Lights 
Old Sacramento 

Now to December 23rd

Sacramento Ballet’s  
“The Nutcracker” 

Community Center 
 J St 

Now to December 23rd 
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Christmas trees: many ways to decorate, all bringing holiday wonder and happiness Senior Amelia Easterbrook joins in the Christmas spirit with her take on her home holiday decor

There are endless ways to bring cheer to one’s home this holiday. How will you do it this year?

Sacramento Ballet’s annual winter time classic is back!

Ph
oto

 by
: S

AC
BA

LL
ET

.C
OM

The beauty of Old Sacramento does Christmas in style. 
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A popular attraction during the holidays, the ice rink by Downtown Plaza provides fun for all families, friends, and those fun-seekers
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Jennifer Lawrence as Katniss Everdeen
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