
Fallujah recaptured 
by Al Qaeda

James Harrell 
Sports Editor

In April of 2003, a joint force of U.S. and Iraq forces 
stormed into the city of Fallujah, a city in the Iraqi prov-
ince of Al Anbar. Their goal: to push a strong Al Qaeda 
force out of the city. A bloody battle ensued, leading ulti-
mately to a U.S. and Iraqi victory, but at a heavy price of  
casualties.

After a massive American withdrawal of troops from 
the Middle East, Al Qaeda militant forces swept over the 

El Camino honors a fallen Eagle: a tribute to Mr. Brandon Dingman
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Tressa Furry
Spotlight Editor

On the Sunday morning of December 
15th, 2013, El Camino lost a man who touched 
an extraordinary amount of hearts. Brandon 
Dingman, a Varsity basketball assistant coach 
as well as a History and English teacher, 
passed away suddenly from a heart attack 
while playing a pick-up game of basketball at 
El Camino’s large gym. He was 36. 

When news broke out to EC’s student 
government and eventually the student body 
in the early afternoon, an enormous amount 
of the school was in shock and disbelief. This 
event happened the week of 1st semester finals, 
which made preparing for them extra difficult. 
An Eagle had fallen, and he was nothing short 
of passionate, admired, and loved. 

“[What I admired the most about Mr. 
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Fallujah police force protecting the city and are now back 
in control. The Iraqi government is preparing to strike 
back at the terrorist group, first allowing citizens to escape 
the city before going in to crush the insurgents. Recently, 
troops have been taking ground around Fallujah, as well as 
utilizing precision bomb strikes in the city.  

The fighting broke out about 12 miles west of Fal-
lujah, following the capture of an army officer and four 
soldiers a day earlier, Anbar provincial spokesman Dhari 
al-Rishawi told The Associated Press. The clashes began 
just hours after deadly bomb attacks killed at least four 
elsewhere in the country. 

Iraqi troops are massing around Fallujah as they pre-
pare to retake the strategic western city from militants, 
reports CBS News correspondent Elizabeth Palmer. U.S. 
Secretary of State John Kerry told reporters that the U.S. 

would aid Iraq with their struggle against the terrorists in 
Fallujah, but that is exactly what it is: “their fight.” 

Iran also offered assistance, with deputy chief of staff 
General Mohammad Hejazi saying that, “If the Iraqis ask, 
we will supply them with equipment and advice, but they 
have no need of manpower” (Yahoo.com). 

Controversy has surrounded the issue of the recap-
ture, as many reporters and newscasts have questioned 
whether or not American deaths in the fight against terror-
ism have been in vain. 

Al Qaeda forces still continue to tighten their grip on 
Fallujah, from kidnapping and torturing tribal leaders to 
destroying music stores that sell music declared “non-Is-
lamic.” These radical terrorists continue to bring in more 
support, as troops from many parts of Al Anbar  pour in. 
Iraqi forces have a bloody battle in store for them.

Dingman was] how much effort and passion he put into his job and the school,” 
said Junior Nathan Martinez, one of the many deeply affected. “He had a passion 
for teaching unlike most teachers and that is something that I truly admire and 

“Dingman Tribute” 
continued on 

page 6
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respect. I find it very motivational.” 
“[My first impression of Mr. Dingman 

was that I thought he was] hilarious, with the 
way he looked and talked; on the first day of 
school he instantly connected with the kids,” 
said Sophomore Eliza Seither. “You knew he 
was going to be a great teacher.” 

For the sophomores who had him as a 
teacher this year, the loss of Mr. Dingman is 
especially difficult and has never been great-
er. Certain things that made Mr. Dingman 
special as a teacher was that he never empha-
sized homework as a part of one’s grade, not 
because he was too lazy to grade it; he found 
that the best way for students to achieve was 
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