
     Loser. Slut. You don’t deserve to be alive!
Looking around, it is no surprise to see teenagers 

on their phones, tablets, or laptops whenever given the 
chance. This, however, also means that these students, 
one’s peers, are at risk of being cyber bullied or becom-
ing a cyber bully themselves. 

In a recent study, it was 
shown that nearly 43% of kids 
aged 10-18, have been bullied 
online. Research has showed that 
children who are bullied and mocked 
online are 17 times more likely to have suicidal thoughts 
as compared to those who are not.

 “People don’t truly understand how bad it 
gets. I once locked myself in my room for three 
days, thought about killing myself, got into a ton 
of trouble all because some people 
decided to spread rumors about me 
via Twitter” said Sophomore Ethan 
Titus.

Bullying isn’t just occurring on the playground 
anymore. It’s taken up 
residence on the 
Web. Experts 
attribute the grow-
ing problem of 
cyber bullying to 
the anonymity of 
the Web - where 
people spew mean 
comments they wouldn’t 
dream of saying face-to-face. According to Sameer 

Hinduja of Cyberbullying.us, the absence of the feedback 
that comes from face-to-face interaction amounts 
to meaner, nastier remarks online.  

While it is advised to set profiles 
to private, it is proven that keeping 

personal information private is 
especially important to keeping 
cyber bullies at bay. Although 
it is a quick fix to simply make 
social media profiles private, what 
happens when it is someone’s “friends” 

that become the bully?
 “I lost my best friend of nine years because she 

heard about, believed, and partook in rumors that were 
going around school about me” commented Titus. 
While trusting people seems to be half 

the battle, trusting people’s 
online personas is another. 

“Sometimes I will 
write something mean 
on Twitter because I know 
people will think it’s funny and 

retweet it” said Senior Jordan Coe. 
While Coe may not be alone, recently 

among the Twitter confession pages trend, an 
El Camino Confessions page sprung up with the inten-

tions of mimicking the widely revered CollegeConfes-
sion account. However, things on the EC 

page took a less than comi-
cal turn when a major-

ity of the confessions 
turned out to be people 
spreading rumors, 
making inappropriate 

sexual jokes, and mock-
ing students’ sexuality. 

Unable to be monitored 
due to the anonymity of AskFM the account became a 
place for people to divulge in complaints, rumors, and 

making fun of one another anonymously and with 
the ability to do so cruelly. 

“Someone tweeted about me on the El Cami-
no Confessions page. None of what 
they said was true, and it led people 
to think I was ‘easy.’ It damaged my 

confidence every time a guy would joke around about 
hooking up in the catwalk 

because of the 
tweet,” remarked 
an anonymous 
Freshman. 

Although cy-
ber bullying impact 

on El Camino has yet 
to amount to dramatic consequences, what is said behind 
the screen of a laptop or cell phone has the potential to 
damage a person in ways unbeknownst to those who are 
the source of the harassment. 

Cyberbullying
“People don’t truly understand how bad it gets.”


