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At El Camino, talent is rampant. Students dabble in 
many different activities, often performing exceptionally 
in some. This is precisely the reason Student Government 
is implementing a school talent show in late March. The 
chance to showcase skills in front of an audience is entic-
ing, but what’s even more exciting is the chance to wit-
ness the specialties of specific students. There’s even more 
Eagle talent, however, if one is willing to 
look beneath the surface.

Although it may not seem like it, hid-
den talents are all around the school. The 
students may not broadcast their skill, but 
their expertise is beyond remarkable. Se-
niors Mariah Rodriguez, Daniel Mecham, 
and David Spivack are all secretly juggling 
masters yet hardly advertise the fact. Junior 
Sarah Spivack is a champion baker.

Senior McKenzie Logan is a ventriloquist, meaning 
she can talk and sing with her mouth closed. “I can’t re-
member how I even learned to do it, but I’m guessing early 
grade school. I use it for pure entertainment!” said Logan.

Sometimes the skills are not as easily recognizable, but 
are still inspiring to anyone who comes across the hidden 
gold mine. Sophomore Jimmy Archer can be considered a 
musical mastermind with the impressive abilities to sing, 

EC alumni fly back to the nest; not to learn, but to teach 

Talent show draws out students’ hidden abilities 
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H1N1 was so 2009. Or so everyone 
would all like to think. 

However, this hardy virus seems to 
be having quite the comeback during the 
2013-2014 flu season. According to the 
CDC (Center for Disease Control), “H1N1 
viruses have continued to circulate among 
people, but this is the first season that the 
virus has circulated at high levels since the 
pandemic.” Just in the first week of January 
itself, 55% of all influenza-positive cases re-
ported, not including those who did not seek 
medical help, involved the 2009 H1N1 strain 
(CDC).

News articles detailing the deaths 
caused by H1N1 having begun popping up 

all over the country, including here in Cali-
fornia, where influenza activity is rated as 
“elevated”. So far, twenty-eight deaths from 
H1N1 have occurred in California alone since 
the beginning of the current flu season (CBS 
Local). Although this count may seem rela-
tively mild compared to the six hundred and 
seven people who died in 2009 from H1N1, 
the re-emergence of this strain is alarming, 
especially since there has been a vaccine de-
veloped for it since its first appearance. 

The numbers sadly support Chavez’s 
statement; twenty children have died nation-
wide thus far and over two thousand have 
been hospitalized because of the severity of 
the diseases (Examiner).

This unusual property of this virus comes 
as a great surprise to many of the younger 
generation, who generally assume that their 

immune systems are strong enough to fight 
off the virus. In addition, many assume that if 
they came down with H1N1 in 2009, they will 
not become ill from the virus again. However, 
it is important to note that viruses rapidly mu-
tate, potentially preventing one’s body from 
identifying the pathogen again. 

Because of the fact that many younger 
people have contracted H1N1 even though 
they have already received the vaccine, quite 
a few are questioning the effectivity of it, in-
cluding Senior Fler Feldman.

“Although it might help some people, 
personally I think it doesn’t, because the strain 
of flu virus changes so fast that it’s impossible 
to determine for certain that you’re in fact get-
ting vaccinated for that strain. If not, there’s 
always the risk of getting sick from the flu 
shot itself,” she says.

Nevertheless, the CDC still recommends 
getting a flu shot as soon as possible although 
the normal peak time during flu season has al-
most passed.  Antibodies usually are not fully 
formed until two weeks after the flu shot is 
administered, but the vaccine will still save 
lives and prevent many illnesses. Conven-
tional tips for staying healthy like washing 
one’s hands frequently, not coming into con-
tact with the ill, and getting plenty of Vitamin 
C also are effective ways to prevent becom-
ing sick. 

Despite the fact that the statistics may 
seem intimidating, the scale of this year’s 
flu season is nowhere close to how terrible 
it could have been. Nevertheless, that is no 
excuse for not taking extra precautions since 
running the risk of serious illness or even 
death is definitely not worth it.
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In this school there are people who once 
were students themselves, they have walked 
through these halls many times over, just like 
hundreds have before them, but they are the few 
that chose to return. These select few are some 
of the finest teachers here at El Camino.

Some longterm eagles include Mrs. San-
tillanes, Ms. Matt, Mr. Reinking, Mrs. Robin-
son, Mr. Vanderberbout, Marianne Bianchi, Mr. 
Tompkins, Mrs. Kunert, and Mr. Markle. 

Mr. Vanderbout, the school choir director, 
said “High school was good for me. I was in the 
music program and loved it. I wasn’t the most 

popular kid, but I didn’t have a lot of problems. 
I came back because I love how much spirit this 
school has and how the kids have such a drive 
to succeed. My first job choice was commercial 
writing where I wrote songs and jingles, but I 
am glad I came back. It was meant to be.”

Mr. Vanderbout is not the only alumni 
teacher to change career paths in order to come 
back the to nest. Mrs. Robinson, the school’s 
Athletic Director, said “I liked [high school] so 
much, I came back! Being a PE coach wasn’t 
my first job choice, I wanted to be a sports 
broadcaster, I wanted to be the next Hannah 
Storm. My advice for the new generation of 
students is to get involved in as many things 
as you can! It makes time more enjoyable and 

don’t sweat the small stuff, because usually it’s 
easier than you make it out to be.”

Not only do students appreciate these 
amazing alumni for returning to the home of the 
Eagles, but the families of students find it rare 
and unique that so many former students return 
as teachers.

Mrs. Milena Kentera, the vice president of 
the El Camino PTSA, said, “It’s uncommon to 
have so many people who came back. I am not 
from the area originally, and I find this part of 
El Camino to be very impressive. [The school] 
is like one big family.”

Which begs the question: who among us 
will return someday as a teacher rather than a 
student? Once an eagle, always an eagle.

Talent show 
try-outs will 
be held on 
March 3rd 
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Aquarius (January 20-February 18)-Join swim who knows it 
might be something you will end up loving.
Pisces (February-March 20)-Buy a frappuccino for your val-
entine - who knows, it might be sweet!
Aries (March 20-April 20)-Beware of freezing cold bath-
rooms.
Taurus (April 20-May 21)-Prepare for some exercise - you’ll 
be receiving plenty of chocolates.
Gemini (May 21-June 21)-You will have good luck in dealing 
with your significant other.
Cancer (June 21-July 23)-You will experience a moment of 
bliss in the coming week.
Leo (July 23-August 23)-Prepared for the biggest shock of 
your life.
Virgo (August 23-September 23)-Your valentine is likely to 
stand you up. Go solo this time around.
Libra (September 23-October 23)-Kevin Hart will be visiting 
you sometime soon.
Scorpio (October 23-November 22)-If you find someone you 
like get some courage and talk to them.
Sagittarius (November 22-December 22)-Feelin’ lucky well 
go with the feeling you might be surprised. 
Capricorn (December 22-January 20)-Learning how to cook 
might be something you want to invest in.

February
 Horoscopes

H1N1 is coughing its way into a contagious comeback this flu season 

play several instruments (guitar, ukulele, banjo, and bass), 
and freestyle rap. Senior Paul Pearce constructs electronic 
music with skill that can only be described as extraordi-
nary.

Sophomore Connor Shelton is a closet performer with 
the whole package: he can write songs, play guitar, and sing. 
“I’ve been playing guitar and singing for six years, but I 
started writing songs last year. I always wanted to [write lyr-
ics], but every time I tried, the lyrics sounded really forced. 
My freshman year, I joined a band and picked it up again; 

the lyrics just came to me as I was playing.” 
Shelton has yet to perform any of his origi-
nal songs, but is considering playing at the 
talent show, either by himself or with his 
band, in March.

The talent show is set to come to life 
March 28th, yet may be subject to change 
and anyone can participate. “We’re trying to 
find a celebrity to come and judge the talent 
show. We’re hoping to get students to show 

off their talents to target a different part of the school that 
we haven’t been able to reach before,” said Senior Ellen 
Sorenson.

Try-outs will be on March 3rd to determine who will be 
able to perform in the show. Those with well-known talents 
and those with hidden are equally encouraged to audition. 
Don’t miss the opportunity to see old and new acts and find 
out a little bit more about El Camino’s talented side.

Mr. Dingman and his 
date to the left and Mr. 
Reinking with date Mrs. 
Robinson on the right. 
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