
I remember when I first met Brian: feeling giddy 
and wonderful, losing sleep every night thinking 
about him. I knew better than to call it love be-

cause I’d had my heart broken before. I was still raw and 
reeling from heartache and couldn’t decipher whether or 
not he was a  rebound. 

Were these feelings really for this younger guy or 
were they displaced feelings from my most recent heart-
break? What did I really know about this kid besides that 
he was incredibly attractive, had gorgeous brown eyes, 
and could make me laugh? Doubt crept in and cultivat-
ed my mind like waves lapping at sand. To be honest I 
wasn’t sure I knew how to fall in love again. 

My first experience with love a few years ago was 
instant, like at first sight; the kind of love that I think one 
can only feel when they don’t know any better. I would 
see him. in the hallway and time would stand still. De-
spite the disbelief, we dated for six months; and although 
I was smitten from the beginning, I had always pondered 
how to tell when I’d fallen in love for the first time in 
my life. 

After he broke up with me that’s when I really knew, 
and that’s when I realized it; I had indeed loved him. 
Eventually we got back together and the sting of losing 
him made me really want to hang on that much tighter. 

I always wondered how I would have known that I 
loved him had we never broken up. Time provoked an-
other devastating yet final split on my behalf as I couldn’t 
be with someone who didn’t understand that high school 
is a process by which we all evolve as individuals. 

 Lucky for me, it was around that post-breakup/
post-apocalyotic period when I met Brian, the younger 
one with the daunting brown eyes I was talking about 
before. In the depths of the darkest recesses of my mixed 
up soul, I had met the one person who wasn’t afraid to 
venture with me through the rough patches in order to 
reach the sunshine on the other side. 

I continued falling more and more for him and 
would spend longer periods of time thinking that I prob-
ably loved him before that doubt would creep in, until 
one day there just wasn’t doubt anymore. 

It’s hard to pinpoint exactly when it happened; when 
thinking I loved him turned into knowing I loved him. I 
know, I know cliche right?

 No one expects a highschool student to actually 
know the first thing about love. Afterall, we can barely 
make the rudimentary decision of which colored flash-
card to use for what subject.

Long story short, it’s a really good thing, this new 
relationship in my life: it wasn’t born out of a beautifully 
naive gut feeling or fear, but rather out of patience, secu-
rity, happiness, and understanding. 

I was falling. Falling through time and space and 
stars and sky and everything in between. I fell for days 
and weeks in what felt like lifetime across lifetimes. I 
fell for him until I forgot I was falling.

I guess you could say I fell in love the way you fall 
asleep: slowly, and then all at once and now I’m hap-
pier than I’ve ever been and I can honestly say without a 
doubt in my mind, that I am so, so in love.

by 
Antonia Rose
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Looking for something to do in March that is en-
tertaining and can only be described as enthralling? 
Look no further. El Camino’s 2014 spring musical 
Smokey Joe’s Café runs from March 5th through the 
14th on Wednesdays, Thursdays, Fridays, and Satur-
days at 7. It consists of zero dialogue and 39 energetic 
and vibrant songs from varying genres. 

A relatively unknown production to most El 
Camino students, Smokey Joe’s Café is the longest-
running musical revue- a theater-based type of 
entertainment that utilizes short songs, 
dances, and skits. 

“It’s one of my favorite musi-
cals and one of the types of mu-
sic I was raised on,” said Mr. 
Vanderbout, four-year vo-
cal director of El Camino 
productions. “The show 
gives the directors and 
cast room to be creative 
and exhibit our own passions 
outside of musical theatre. The unique quality about 
Smokey Joe’s is that the actors and directors create 
the storyline through the songs. As opposed to a story 
with some songs strewn in, the musical is entirely 
based upon music and songs and so the relationships 
between characters are built by the actors.” 

The cast in charge of building relatable characters 
from essentially nothing but lyrics and notes consists 
of mainly upperclassmen: Seniors Julian Alcaraz, Ja-
cob Neenan, Anna Russell, and Avalon Ruzicka; and 
Juniors Julia Ackerman, KT Davi, Mark Farrell, Ivana 

Kentera, Theresa Loewen, Sean Magee, Emily Severeid, 
and Rebecca Worthington. However, there are a few un-
derclassmen involved: Sophomores Gabriella Gonzalez, 
Natalie Meagher, Angela Murphy, and Jillian Pearce; and 
Freshman Kelly Young.

The rehearsals run around three hours each for al-
most every day in the two months leading up to the musi-
cal, complete with singing and dancing practice. “There’s 
a lot of fun at rehearsals but definitely a lot of intensity, as 
well. This is a professional production, so it wasn’t writ-
ten for high school students to perform; we have to really 

step up our game in order to put it on,” 
said Mr. Vanderbout. 

Freshman Kelly Young 
states, “It’s worth it. You know 

everyone’s having fun and 
is there for the same reasons. 

We’re all really passionate about 
the musical. It doesn’t feel like a 

lot of work because I’m enjoying 
every minute of it.”A common theme 

echoed by the cast members is that al-
though the musical is a lot of work to put 

on and certainly a large commitment, each one of 
them is glad to be there. 

Senior Julian Alcaraz expressed, “We’re learning 
something interesting and exciting to do. The songs are 
great and they’re from an era that was really big for mu-
sic. It’s a lot of work, but it’s not boring at all. It’s really 
an overall great experience.”

As for why students should come to see the show, 
Mr. Vanderbout explained, “I guarantee any attendees 
will see an EC musical that they have never seen before; 
the type of show is extremely different. The music is fun 
and everyone knows the songs.” 

Smokey Joe’s Café brings EC talent to the table

Kyle Rairdon
Staff  Writer

With 2014 just starting the 
first celebrity rumor of the year 
should be a big one right? From 
an original source “ThyBlack-
Man.com” and additional online 
and pop culture news sources are 
toying with the idea that Nicki 
Minaj may be pregnant. The site 
simply says it may be true, but 
the rumor mill is churning at 
warp speed. 

The only way that Nicki’s 
pregnancy can outdo Snooki’s is if the father was an-
other celebrity. The rumor also entails that Lil Wayne 
is most likely the father of the child. These two have 
always been rumored to have a deeper relationship 
than just collaborating on music but they continu-
ally deny this. 

Considering the fact that Lil Wayne has 
already impregnated four different women 
and has four children he is never seen with, the reports 
seem plausible. 

In the music industry there are a lot of wild en-
counters involved so it’s hard to believe that this su-

per star duo have never hooked up 
and with Lil Wayne’s history for 
being... Er fertile... these reports 
and rumors could be accurate. 
All of these questions left unan-
swered including “Will Minaj be 
a good mother?” I suppose one 
could ask about Lil Wayne but 
we already know what kind of 
father he is, never appearing with 
his children though still valiantly 
paying child support.Could Nicki 
Minaj be the Snooki of 2014? 

Sophomore Ryleigh Schoe-
mer shares her thoughts on the 

possibly impending news: “It wouldn’t 
surprise me because she’s super pro-

miscuous and I would be scared for 
her child because she doesn’t seem 

like she’d be a good parent or any-
thing.” 

The general tone of the in-
ternet seems to think the same- 
another celebrity knocked up 
carelessly and the only things 
that suffer are either their career 

or their child.  
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Minaj: raising a rap rugrat?


