
EDITORIAL
In the increasingly avant-garde world in which we 

live, it has become quite clear that a college edu-
cation is a necessary key to a bright and prosper-

ous future. Naturally, a university education is the way to 
go for most chosen career fields. The problem, however, 
is that when many students begin their higher education, 
their career plans are very diaphanous, leading to inde-
cisiveness that produces gratuitous extra semesters, or 
complete failure to obtain a degree. Of course there are 
a variety of other reasons that students fail to complete 
their schooling as well, namely financial strains, lack of 
discipline, and the allure of easy employment that pays 
out (minimum wage) quickly. What many people fail to 
realize, or casually dismiss, is the fact that military service 
can not only prepare you for a successful college tenure, 
but for an entire life built upon the patriotic foundation 
of service. 

Basic training may not sound like the best endeavor 
to undertake after thirteen years of public education, one 
will assuredly learn a great deal more about duty and ser-
vice in a matter of weeks than many people do in a life-
time. Beyond basic training, newly minted enlisted men 
can attend more advanced training as well, which depend-
ing on your MOS could be worth college units. Besides 
the discipline and skills one gains in training, overall 
benefits of being a serviceman are limitless, ranging from 
tax-free income to no cost on-base housing. For a young 
man or woman seeking a new sort of challenge after high 
school, the service is certainly a grand way to pursue it.

For those who wish to serve their country in a post-
university capacity, many opportunities exist in the com-
missioned officer corps as well. After graduating from 
college and subsequently Officer Candidate School 
(OCS), you would be commissioned. Although at the 
bottom of the commissioned officer chain, junior officers 
are immediately placed in command of their respectively 
sized units. However, holding a commission goes much 
deeper than having a college degree and being in charge. 
With command - whether as an officer or an NCO - comes 
great responsibility, requiring those who attain it to set 
the example in order to enforce discipline. History has 
proven time and again that a corrupt or incompetent of-
ficer tends to project these negative qualities upon the 
men under their command. Therefore, if one aspires to 
serve as an officer and lead men into battle, they must 
hold themselves to impeccable standards both in and out 
of uniform.

Whether as an enlisted man or an officer, military 
service can enhance individual character as well as impart 
valuable skills and experience. That being said, if serving 
your country is not your foremost reason for enlisting, 
the service simply is not for you. Referring of course to 
President John F. Kennedy’s memorable inaugural quote, 
the US Armed Forces were not established 238 years ago 
to better individual soldiers, but rather to support and 
defend the ideals of this great nation both at war and in 
peace, requiring men of all creeds to mold together into a 
unified fighting force. So if words such as unity, brother-
hood, and courage are not part of your vocabulary, per-
haps you would be better suited to the Peace Corps.
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El Camino is notorious for their Honors and Advanced 
Placement programs, supplied with plenty of classes to in-
terest students who are up to the academic challenge. They 
know very well it won’t be easy, but what has become an 
internal and external debate is whether it’s worth it for the 
next big step in their lives – college.

The AP classes El Camino offers are designed to entice 
the hard-working student, and they are highly regarded by 
many colleges across the nation, including UC’s and CSU’s. 
When one signs up for an AP class, they are strongly en-
couraged to take an AP exam of their respective subject. The 
exams are based on a score of 1-5, and these cost nearly 
$100. In some cases, the passing rates for these exams are 
ridiculously low. As for college credit, the reward for pass-
ing the AP exam, one must obtain a 4 or a 5 on the exam 
instead of the passing grade of a 3. It’s discovered that this is 
the root of the AP class dilemma en route to college.

The AP classes offered at El Camino are Physics, Unit-
ed States History, Chemistry, English, Spanish, Psychology, 
Calculus AB, American Government, and Statistics.  All 
these classes jam pack 2 years worth of a subject into one 
full year, plus a few months dedicated to preparation for the 
exam in May. This is what separates it from regular classes, 
and all that goes along with it. Side effects include an extra 
3 hours of work per night, stress, loss of sleep, and in severe 
cases, procrastination. Being an AP student is a tough thing 
to be, but in most cases, it’s worth it in the end, because col-
leges will be impressed by it, or so it’s hoped.

It’s encouraged for high schoolers to enroll in these AP 

classes not only because of college, but because it intro-
duces them to levels of rigor and competition that’s not like 
anything else, something colleges adore. Let’s face it, a lot 
of things one does in high school is to impress that perfect 
college, and enrolling in the AP program is approximately 
the biggest thing. For college, students devour themselves 
in seemingly endless projects, like AP Physics’ Marble 
Factory Project and AP English’s Shakespeare Project. El 
Camino used to offer AP French but was abolished because 
of the low passing rate of students. It’s impossible to suc-
cessfully squeeze in the content of the exam into one year, 
so the class morphed into Honors French 4.

Of course, there are intelligent students who sway 
from these AP classes. The prime example of this is the 
seniors that are enrolled in Dystopian Literature. At first, 
it might be seen as a way out of AP English, but the true 
reasons behind it are the polar opposites. While AP English 
focuses on analysis of literature, Dystopian Lit concen-
trates on discussion. Seniors love Mr. Marshall, the teacher 
of Dystopian. Finally, Dystopian is known as the college 
class without the college credit, but it’s still an interesting 
and unique take on the prototypical English class.

When it comes down to it, AP classes do make one’s 
college resume flourish. However, every student is the 
same, no matter the classes one throws him or her into. As 
long as  they put in the hard work and dedication, colleges 
will see that it will pay off and like the conscious decision 
to enroll in AP classes, the conscious decision of one’s path 
in life will benefit.
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December 20th, 2013- a memorable day for 
the citizens of Utah. A day that changed lives.  The 
day a federal judge ruled the state’s law preventing 
the marriages of same-sex couples to be unconsti-
tutional.  

District Court Judge Robert Shelby found that 
the law, passed in 2004, “conflicts with the United 
States Constitution’s guarantees of equal protection 
and due process under the law” -cnn.com.  How-
ever, the euphoria over the monumental announce-
ment was short-lived. Just 17 days later, the Supreme 
Court put gay marriages in Utah on indefinite hold. 
The reason cited in the January 6th decision is that, 
while an appeal by the state over the district court’s 
ruling is ongoing, same-sex marriages cannot be al-
lowed to continue. As of January 30, the appeal is 
still continuing, and deserving gay couples are wait-
ing. They had waited so long to get the right they 
deserved, only to see it vanish. Hopefully, the appeal 
will wrap up soon, with no success by the opposing 
legislators in overturning the decision made by the 
district court. 

Just four days after the Supreme Court’s deci-
sion to freeze current gay marriages, U.S. Attorney 
General Eric Holder announced that all gay marriag-
es validated before the freeze would be recognized.  
According to Holder, “for purposes of federal law, 
these marriages will be recognized as lawful and 
considered eligible for all relevant federal benefits 
on the same terms as other same-sex marriages”.

The initial decision to strike down the Utah law 

prohibiting gay marriage came after a June 26, 2013 ruling by the Supreme 
Court to rule infamous Proposition 8 in 2008, calling for a ban on same-sex 
marriage in California, illegal. The grounds were that those who initially 
put the measure on the ballot had no authority to defend the law in court 
after the appeal was refused by the state following the measure’s defeat at 
trial.  This permitted same-sex couples in California to then legally marry. 

When Utah allowed gay marriage just over a month ago, they became 
just the 18th state to do so, a surprisingly low figure. If Utah and other 
states have permitted same-sex unions on the grounds of constitutional 
rights, it stands to reason that every state should as well, or be seen as deny-
ing certain individuals their rights, which blatantly violates the Declaration 
of Independence principle that “all men are created equal”.  Gay couples 
nationwide deserve a federal statute permitting gay marriage in all parts 
of the U.S.  Until this is accomplished, millions of deserving citizens will 
continue to be robbed of their rights.

Senior Benn Gizicki, in favor of gay marriage, said that “getting rid 
of the law that prohibits same-sex marriage is a step in the right direction.” 
Gizicki added that in his opinion, these unions need to be allowed to con-
tinue as soon as the appeal is complete, assuming it is unsuccessful. 

The destruction of a traditional marriage law in Utah isn’t everything. 
For one, same-sex marriages have yet to be resumed. But it’s a start.
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