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Soccer, football, volleyball, swim-
ming, and baseball are all sports com-
monly seen among this city’s youth. 
Students all across the San Juan school 
district and the state as well can enjoy a 
variety of well-practiced sports on the 
basis that they are most often offered 
by the school. What about those sports 
a little farther off the “normality” tar-
get? Ever heard of wife carrying, toe 
wrestling, cheese chasing, Octopush, 
or other oddities of the sports world? 
It’s no surprise that these sports haven’t 
made it to the mainstream, though one 
is left to wonder, what would it be like 
to win a trophy for chasing a wheel 
of cheese down a hill tirelessly? On 
the more youthful side and a popular 
activity for children, toe wrestling is 
now a competitive sport. 

The World Toe Wrestling Com-
petition first started at a pub in Der-
byshire, UK in 1976. Locals thought 
it would be a great idea to hold a 
competition where individuals lock 
toes together and 
force their oppo-
nent’s foot to the 
ground. The or-
ganizers applied 
in 1997 to get the 
sport included in 
the Olympics, but 
unfortunately, it 
was not accepted. 
“Toe wrestling? I can’t even win a 
thumb wrestling competition, how do 
these people have that much control?” 
said Junior Courtney Reyes. 

First introduced in Finland, wife 
carrying is an actual sport where male 
competitors race while carrying a fe-
male teammate. The objective is for 
the male to carry the female through 
a special obstacle course in the fastest 
time. “I don’t know if I would trust 
my boyfriend to carry me through an 

obstacle course. Plus I’m pretty 
sure I’m stronger than him” said 
Reyes. Major competitions are 
held in Sonkajarvi, Finland, 
Monona, Wisconsin and in Mar-
quette, Michigan. Talk about 
tough love. 

Think the recent examples 
were the oddest yet? That’s only 
the beginning. Cheese rolling 
is probably one of the simplest 
sports out there. From the top of 
hill, a round of Double Glouces-
ter cheese is rolled and competi-
tors chase after it. The first in-
dividual across the finish line at 
the bottom of the hill wins (the 
cheese of course). Competitors 
aim to catch the rolling cheese 
but this rarely happens as it has 
a one second head start and can 
reach speeds up to 112 km/hr.

 Lastly, some of the world’s 
oddest sports would not be com-
plete without the accompani-
ment of one of the world’s most 
dangerous! It takes nerves of 
steel and a death wish to ride In-

dia’s Wall of 
Death. It even 
takes a strong 
stomach and 
gumption just 
to watch cars 
and motorcy-
cles swirling 
on the walls 
of a 30-foot 

diameter, near-vertical barrel. 
For drivers, it’s a chance at fame 
and fortune being that the sport 
is extremely highly regarded in 
places such as Srinagar, Kash-
mir, where career opportunities 
are few and far between. So 
when the chance arises, drivers 
rev their vehicles, accelerat-
ing and climbing the wall until 
they’re roaring just inches away 
from the cheering crowd’s fac-
es. “The Wall of Death, in the 
name, sounds scary. Who would 

try that?” said Sophomore Shane 
Miller. 

So whether one prefers toe 
wrestling or real wrestling, wife 
carrying or baseball; there is 
certainly no deficit of entertain-
ing and unique sports to watch 
or partake in. Of course, not all 
wacky sports are so death-defy-
ing, but yetl garner a ton of en-
thusiasm.  The Wall of Death and 
these other wacky, local sports 
transport one inside a culture 
faster than any museum tour.
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The high school football season may be over, but for Senior Quenton Hagen it isn’t the end - nor 
is it the beginning. After being mentioned multiple times in the Sacramento Bee and online at Capital 
Athletic League, Hagen has received the title of “Defensive Player of the Year” for his membership in 
the 2013 All-League Team.

“It’s cool to see myself in the paper,” said Hagen, who seemed rather humble upon its mention, 
“It’s a great accomplishment.”

Of course it is. But it wasn’t until his background in football was mentioned that he became at all 
enthused.

“I’ve been playing football for nine years,” he 
said. What could motivate someone to keep to a 
sport for such a long period of time?

“It’s a fun sport, and I kinda like to hit people,” 
said Hagen with a hint of a smile. Then he added, 
more seriously, “My family is a big part of it. My 
parents and my brothers always encourage me.”

His family history in football is definitely key. 
Surely with three brothers to knock around, Hagen 
has learned all about tackling. This combined with 
being referred to as “one of the area’s top talents” 
by the Sacramento Bee, and now claiming the title 
of “Defensive Player of the Year” from capitalath-
leticleague.org, Hagen has to be pursuing a career 

in football. What does he plan to do?
“I want to go to a Division One school,” said Hagen. “Since I have bad grades, I’ll probably go to 

American River College, then a four year school.” After this, Hagen seemed frustrated. He has a not 
entirely an unheard-of dilemma: Like many high school athletes, Hagen struggles to keep his grades up 
in competition with his athletics.

“School is hard for me. If I could go back, I would,” he said, referring to his early years of high 
school. “Don’t let your grades take you back.”

When prompted about how he got to where he is today, Hagen immediately said, “The coach-
ing.”

“I’ve had the best coaches around for the last few years,” Hagen continued with admiration. “Coach 
Carlos was really good. He had the best thing going. He never let you take days off. He pushed you.”

For someone who is renowned for his athleticism - and has every right to boast - Hagen shockingly 
attributed his successes to other people: his parents, his brothers, and his coaches. Surely he could not 
become “one of the area’s best talents” by himself, but in the end, it all comes back to him.

As an inspiration to athletes everywhere - especially at El Camino - Hagen wanted to say, “Do the 
best you can do; don’t let your grades take you back.”
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The Winter Olympics: A 
time of international competi-
tion between the best athletes 
in the world. Held in Sochi, 
Russia, this year’s Games will 
be larger than ever before, with 
twelve new sports being added. 
Nine of the twelve new sports 
are skiing or snowboarding 
events. Slopestyle, which will 
be divided into men and wom-
en’s and ski/snowboard catego-
ries, is one of the most antici-
pated. Taken from the Winter 
X Games, slopestyle is a mix 
between downhill and halfpipe 
events. In this event, athletes 
will ride down the side of a 
mountain on a half-mile track, 

and perform various tricks to try to 
score as many points as possible.

Halfpipe skiing will be mak-
ing a debut, sixteen years after the 
event was added for snowboarders. 
Identical except for the equipment 
used, skiing will be run on the same 
half-pipe as the snowboard com-
petition. To balance out the new 
judged skiing event, snowboarders 
will now be able to compete in the 
parallel slalom event. Unlike most 
other snowboarding events, the par-
allel slalom is a speed event, with 
two athletes racing head-to-head 
through a series of gates, with sharp 
turns and steep downhills. 

The final skiing event added, 
women’s ski jumping, has finally 
been added to the official roster. 
Despite men’s ski jumping being 
added in 1924, female competitors 

had to wait eighty years before 
being able to officially compete. 
In the last Games, they were al-
lowed to be forerunners and in-
spect the track before the men’s 
competition, but now they will 
be able to actually compete for 
medal.

A new team events will also 
be in the Olympics, the team 
relay luge. Competitors sit on 
what is essentially a high-speed 
toboggan and ride down a course 
at speeds up to 90 mph. Teams 
of three sleds will shoot for the 
best overall time.

The last new event in the 
2014 Olympics will be the mixed 
relay biathlon. The biathlon is 
composed of two events: sharp-
shooting and cross-country ski-
ing. Competitors will ski for 7.5 

kilometers (6km for women), stopping 
at several spots to fire at targets with 
.22 caliber rifles. For the relay, teams 
are composed of two women and two 
men. Each team member must com-
plete his or her section of the course 
before skiing to a handoff zone, where 
the next member will start. 

Since being separated in 1994, 
the Winter Olympics have consistently 
created less revenue than their summer 
counterpart (nytimes.com). Whether 
or not this year proves profitable, 
sports fans will be in for an exciting 
2014 Winter Olympics.
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