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 One could say there are two main sports during ev-
eryone’s high school career. Since football season has 
come and gone, El Camino has welcomed is other fun 
social event; basketball.Already looking really good 
this season, the Eagles major and most exhilarating vic-
tory had to be on January 16th. With over 300 people in 
the crowd, the game could be described as intense, un-
friendly, and potentially dangerous.  El Camino’s staff 
staged the stands in a way to help prevent any fight that 
would break out during the EC vs Rio game. 
 On the right side of the stands to the left, the Scream-
ing Eagles and other fans numbering 200 or more sat, 
or stood, cheering the players on and more importantly, 
shouted at Rio too. To the right, the Rowdy Raiders 
were forced by faculty to sit and not be able to face the 
Screaming Eagles; a wise and effective way to keeps the 
chants off the court.  Even in the first quarter, the tension 
could be felt weighing the hot muggy air down in the 
gym. Both teams gave a fearless effort in getting a head 
start in the rival game, but, unfortunately for Rio, their 

team would only be up by a few points for a short time. 
 Not only was there pressure on the court, but the 
Screaming Eagles and the Rowdy Raiders didn’t hesitate 
in beginning their epic chants to wind each other up.  Staff 
had to take cautionary approaches in order to prevent any 
physical harm to both students and players on the court. 
At one point, Mrs. Robinson had to address the fans not 
to throw things onto to court. For fans that were there, it 
became evident that neither team would go down without 
a fight. 
 Junior Rachel McKim, a cheerleader, explained that 
cheering on the Rowdy Raider side was not as fun as it 
seemed. “They were downright rude,” she explains, “there 
were constant insults being thrown at the players and the 
cheerleaders. It made the game less enjoyable.” 
 The game would go on though, and EC’s boys would 
crush Rio in the end. With a final score of 53-38 , it would 
help shut Rio down and out. At the very end of the wild 
game, staff would have to usher out the Rowdy Raiders 
in order to eliminate any argument with the passionate 
Screaming Eagles. 
 Junior Michael Deifenbach explains that, “it was in-
sane to be stuck in the middle of all the commotion, ev-
eryone stood there and you could feel the tension between 
everyone.” Did it matter though?  People were safe,  El 
Camino’s basketball team had an awesome game, and of 
course, as Michael best explained it, “…we won, and that’s 
something Rio won’t soon forget.” 

SUPERBOWL XLVIII PROVES TO0 HIGH FOR DENVER

The game of baseball is wonderful. Unfortunate-
ly, the message Major League Baseball is send-
ing at the moment is that it’s perfectly okay to 

cheat – that is, if you follow in the footsteps of New York 
Yankees third baseman Alex Rodriguez and others alike, 
accused of and suspended for taking performance-enhanc-
ing drugs…and nearly getting away with it. 

Recently, the player baseball fans refer to as A-Rod 
was punished with a suspension of the entire 2014 baseball 
season for taking various illegal enhancing drugs under the 
supervision of Anthony Bosch, owner of the Biogenesis 
Lab. This isn’t unfamiliar territory for A-Rod – he’s admit-
ted to taking PED’s earlier in his career, before he joined 
the Yankees. 

However, for someone as talented and highly regard-
ed as A-Rod to be defying the strict policy of drug testing 
and still contribute to the success of baseball has gotten 
under the skin of baseball fans and MLB commissioner 
Bud Selig. Rodriguez is considering his situation a witch 
hunt, believing that he deserves to play baseball this year. 
Of course, it hurts his case when he loses his salary for 
2014 - $25 million. 

According to Bosch, it’s all about beating the system, 
the good guys, Major League Baseball. 

Besides, everyone plays dirty anyway – he and A-Rod 
are simply better at it. As a baseball fan, naturally, I’m 
peeved. 

My favorite sport, my childhood, the thing that makes 
me happier than almost everything – it continues to have 
the reputation as a sport where half of the athletes (maybe 
even more) are putting their own personal goals over the 
team and essentially lying to aspiring ball players that the 
way to money, fame, and success is by injecting HGH or 
taking testosterone in gummy form. 

Heaven forbid that hard work, dedication, and good 
nutrition will make you great – that’s so last generation! 
Crazy talk, I say!  

First time offenders with a positive drug test are sus-
pended 50 games, approximately 30% of the season. Sec-
ond time, it’s 100 games. The third strike, like in baseball, 
they’re out for life. 

The whole point of MLB’s strict drug policy is to get 
rid of the dirtiness that illegal drugs provide and sustain 
the morality of the game and its players. Instead, it’s doing 
the complete opposite. 

Why baseball players continue to use PED’s is be-
cause of the direct purpose of them – to enhance their 
performance. You’ll be stronger, faster, more focused, 
maintain more energy, and generally be better. 

The angel on the shoulder of the baseball player will 
insist that cheating your way through the game is morally 
wrong; you’ll be letting down millions of fans! The dev-
il, on the other shoulder, will trick you to think logically 
about the situation and say, “There’s stuff out there that 
can make you almost bionic…why not take it?” 

For this reason, baseball has, is, and will continue to 
be dirty.  

So, how does Anthony Bosch justify his actions in the 
downfall of the integrity of baseball? “This is simply a part 
of the game.” But does it have to be?

Theo DeRosa
Staff  Writer

It’s finally came. That time 
of year when families and friends 
nationwide gather around TV 
screens, gorge themselves on 
mostly unhealthy food, and watch 
the most important NFL game of 
the season.  The program prides 
itself on being the most watched 
American television program pe-
rennially. Super Bowl XLVIII (48) 
had came at long last.

Junior Tate Davis, a new 
convert to NFL and 49ers fandom, 
hoped and believed that his team 
would reach and win the Super 
Bowl in 2013-14; however, they 
came up just short of the former on 
January 19 against Seattle. Davis 

claimed that he would have preferred 
that San Francisco face New England 
in the title game, as he “just [doesn’t] 
like the Broncos.” He likely feels dis-
heartened following the abrupt exit of 
his favorite club.  

The four teams that had made it to 
the conference championships in the 
2013-2014 season were widely con-
sidered the best handful of clubs in the 
league, which rarely happens. From the 
AFC, the No. 1 seed Denver met the 
New England Patriots in the AFC cham-
pionship January 19.  Denver, behind a 
solid performance from quarterback 
Peyton Manning, soundly defeated the 
Patriots 26 to 16, besting longtime nem-
esis Tom Brady, and advanced to Super 
Bowl XLVIII. 

On the NFC side, the 13-3 Seattle 
Seahawks came out as the best team in 
the conference. They faced NFC West 

rivals San Francisco, coming off two 
impressive road wins in Carolina and 
Green Bay. The NFC title game was 
arguably more exciting than its AFC 
counterpart, as Seattle defeated the Nin-
ers 23-17 behind a great performance 
from its defense as well as from run-
ning back Marshawn Lynch. 49ers QB 
Colin Kaepernick turned the ball over 
three times in the fourth quarter, includ-
ing on the final drive as San Francisco 
looked to score a game-winning touch-
down.

The old adage that “defense wins 
championships” certainly held true in 
MetLife Stadium on Super Bowl Sun-
day, as the Seahawks dominated the 
Broncos all game, routing Denver 43-8. 
The inexperienced Seattle roster (no 
players ever having won a prior Super 
Bowl) played lockdown defense and 
cruised to the Lombardi Trophy. 
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Tressa Furry

Take Me Out To 
The Ball Game


