
Pro Con

To invade Rio, or not? that is the question...

I am a Republican, or at least that’s what I thought. 
From my bed sheets down to my patriotic socks, I 
thought it was readily apparent that my holy trinity 

was indeed the red, white, and blue. However, after learn-
ing about such wonders as Sarah McLachlan music, global 
warming, and the Toyota Prius, I cannot help but question 
the accuracy and validity of my own political stances.

This sudden change of heart has really opened my eyes 
to many fundamental truths that I feel I’ve overlooked. 
Guns for instance, are actually tools of mass terror no mat-
ter who they’re possessed by. Whether you’re Annie Oak-
ley or Osama bin Laden, there is a 100% chance that the 
gun in your hand is going to kill somebody, period. 

Global warming is another hot topic (no pun intended) 
that must be addressed. Al Gore is no doubt the wise and 
informed political voice of our time, and his vast knowl-
edge of the environment is beyond reproach. Even though 
polar ice as a whole has expanded overall, it’s melting 
somewhere else, thanks to dairy cows and Chevy Subur-
bans. 

Now passing laws to save the polar bears and the 
penguins may not be in the Constitution, but you know 
what is? The right to vote without presenting any form of 
identification. So alas, requiring identification at the polls 
would surely be an infringement of the voters’ civil rights. 
Speaking of the Constitution, I am so very grateful that our 
founding fathers had the foresight to fit Obamacare into 
it’s framing. I don’t know where we would be as a nation 
without such an efficient and easily accessible government 
healthcare program. With a whopping six people served 
on its first day in service, it’s clear that the Affordable 
Care Act is breaking down the walls of healthcare insur-
ance. That being said, I would be remiss if I did not credit 
the titular architect of such a fine law - President Barack 
Obama. 

Rising from Illinois state senator to President of the 
United States in a mere five years, some would assert that 
our commander-in-chief is a tad inexperienced. I disagree 
however, as his progressive and forward-thinking leader-
ship has most certainly brightened the future of the United 
States. The president, for example, has given millions 
of Americans a wealth of free leisure time, freeing them 
from material burdens such as “employment,” and “paying 
taxes.” I also feel a lot safer knowing that the president is 
working tirelessly to ban “assault weapons.” I’m sure the 
average criminal will breathe a sigh of relief too, knowing 
that he can safely hand over that dangerous AR-15 to the 
proper authorities. 

The president’s real forte though, evidently lies in for-
eign policy. From Benghazi, to Syria, and now to Ukraine, 
the president has never hesitated when confronting foreign 
powers. When the US Embassy in Libya came under fire, 
an drone arrived to video the assault a mere two hours after 
it had begun, not too shabby considering we don’t have 
many military assets in the Middle East. And having skill-
fully dealt with Vladimir Putin once before over Syria, it’s 
only a matter of time before he sends the Russians packing 
out of Ukraine. Clearly, this administration is living up to 
its motto of change that we can believe in.               
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Human beings are faced with two means by which 
to live their lives, the way of nature or the way of grace. 
The way of nature is that of domination and power. 
Every human has deeply implanted inside their being 
a Darwinian will to survive. This often comes at the 
expense of others. In the same manner that rams butt 
heads in order to prove their superiority or male lions 
kill their rival’s offspring, throughout human history 
men have often used brute force to shape the world 
towards their will. The mass murder during the Ho-
locaust, the Soviet eradication of the Russian Catho-
lic Church, and the subtle destruction of hundreds of 
Native American cultures by Western Empires are just 
three examples of the application of rules of the animal 
kingdom to human ventures. In the way of nature raw 
force is the ultimate power in a manner similar to the 
animal kingdom. 

The way of grace is what sets apart humans from 
the violence of the primitive food chain. This manner 
of living is based upon the principle that peaceful hu-
man interaction is infinitely more productive and useful 
than violence. Visualize the human hand; ubiquitous, 
unnoticed, yet shockingly complex and varied in its 
applications. An open hand can write War and Peace, 
create a rocket ship to the moon, or shoot a basketball. 
This is representative of 
the way of grace, where 
humans take advantage 
of their greatest advan-
tage, the mind, to create 
something wholly unique. 
On the opposite spectrum 
lies the closed fist. The 
functionally of a closed 
fist is severely lower than 
its counterpart. It’s main 
purpose is to strike other 
humans. It is a tool of op-
pression used by unimag-
inative sadists who must 
use force to bend others 
into submission. 

Humans embrace 
their identity as the most 
creative living force on 
the planet only by mak-
ing use of spontaneous 
and noncoercive human in-
teraction. They fall back into primitive savagery when 
the they come into opposition and resort to the violence 
of the closed fist. 

This is why the shallow and unfruitful rivalry be-
tween El Camino and Rio Americano must finally end. 
As long as these two storied institutions funnel all of 
their energy into worthless fighting and petty name call-
ing the opportunity for greatness will go unfulfilled. In-
stead if our energies are bound in synergistic enterprises 
our capacities will grow tenfold. The vicious savagery 
of brawls will be transformed into festivals celebrat-
ing the glory of youth.  El Camino de Rio Americano: 
Home of the Raiding Eagles. Quite the ring to it.    
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The time has come to bring an end to the greatest 
threat to El Camino’s academic and athletic supremacy- 
Rio Americano. There is only one clear solution: stage an 
invasion and take over Rio.

For years, Rio has been the main rival to El Camino. 
While other schools have posed a challenge or even su-
perseded El Camino, Rio has been constant. The reason 
being is the two primary middle schools that El Camino 
students come from, Arcade and Arden, send half of their 
students to Rio as well. The result is a relative stalemate; 
some years El Camino dominates athletically, other years 
Rio. 

The tide has turned toward El Camino. For the last 
few years, the sports teams have been vastly dominant. 
Once the invasion starts, there will be little to stand in our 
way. The football team will lead the attack, backed up by 
wrestling and soccer to clear out ground opposition. Fol-
lowing next will be golf, tennis, and baseball, all using 
their equipment of choice to launch long-range projec-
tiles at defenders. Meanwhile, the swim and water polo 
teams will stage an amphibious assault, coming from the 
river that gives Rio Americano its name.

“Why invade a school?” One may ask. An inva-
sion may seem rather extreme when compared to nor-
mal methods of establishing a school at the top of the 

regional hierarchy. Every-
thing great must come at 
a price. It is not possible 
to reach the top of any-
thing with rainbows and 
hugs. As history shows, 
land is the greatest re-
source of all. Land is 
what drove Great Brit-
ain to conquer half the 
world. It led Russia into 
becoming an internation-
al superpower. Should El 
Camino acquire a second 
campus locale, it would 
have room to teach more 
students without over-
crowding. More students 
equals more talent, and 
more talent means more 
programs that can do 
well. When programs do 

well, they tend to get grant 
money, which leads to a repeating cycle as the level of 
academics improves. The benefits could be endless!

Moreover, the idea of a school taking over another 
one is not new. San Diego State University did it back 
in 1959, when it took over a small school to serve as a 
branch campus, with much success. Such branch campus 
ideas could just as easily work for high schools. By hav-
ing only one central administration, El Camino will save 
money that can be devoted to programs. 

All things considered, an invasion of El Camino’s 
most threatening rival is the obvious choice to begin an 
imperialistic expansion. And students can now say that 
they beat Rio - permanently.

A depiction of what the Rio invasion might look like.
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