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There is a new school wide change in the rules of water polo 
that will essentially change the game forever in high school divi-
sions. From now on all high school division water polo teams are 
now to use inner tubes and water noodles during all of their games. 
This rule will be active in the year of 2015 and is supposed to make 
water polo safer and easier to play. 

Junior Bridget McGinnis said, “I guess it would make water 
polo “safer” but it would make it so much harder to tread water!” 
San Juan changed the rules after many complaints from parents 
about injuries from water polo and after seeing sports clubs chang-
ing their rules and a few colleges are also adopting the new inner 
tube water polo into their school. 

It is the district’s understanding that the use of inner tubes will 
take away much of the cheating aspect of the game and injuries will 
decrease due to the big inner tubes and/or swimming noodles that 
separate the players from each other. The rest of the rules still apply 
but from now on all of San Juan Unified School District League 
games will have to be played with the new requirement. There is 
always a downside to new changes like for one the cost of the in-
ner tubes and the swimming noodles, and seeing as the district has 
a tight budget for the next year they, have offered to buy the kiddy 
inner tubes and the rainbow colored swimming noodles. 

The district agrees that this is both safe and cost affective so 
next year for the incoming water polo players there will be a pleas-
ant surprise floating in the water. “I think that’s ridiculous and I 
think that’s for little kids…I mean it’ll be easier on your legs but so 
much more difficult to play. I think that it’s dumb for people who 
never played water polo before to just change the rules like that.” 

Junior Patrick Abercrombie The water polo players agreed 
that they would try to play with the new rules and some of them 
found it to be a fun and interesting way to play the sport. When 
interview the people, mostly adults, who support this rule change 
they simply stated that they would feel safer if their kids were using 
the inner tubes. The world of high school sports is changing with 
this new requirement, student athletes should keep an eye out for 
any new rules that might come next year for their sport.

Mr. Keller wins Sochi Gold over winter break District’s wet noodle decision 
Yuliy Tsymbal
Opinion Editor

Much like Superman conceals his stunning, heroic 
identity, Mr. Kyle Keller of El Camino High School has 
kept secret his Olympic achievements - until now. For 
years, El Camino students have held suspicions regarding 
Mr. Keller’s background. How does a man with no col-
lege credentials become hired as a high school Geometry/
Algebra teacher? Several accounts of hearsay attempting 
to solve this inexplicable mystery have arisen. One such 
rumor states it is Mr. Keller’s fine looks that landed him 
the job in El Camino. Another circulating 
rumor expresses the possibility that 
Mr. Keller worked for the CIA 
and was given a teaching job 
to keep a low profile. How-
ever, nobody imagined 
that Mr. Keller might be 
an ice dancer and Olym-
pic gold-medalist.

Mr. Keller ventured 
to keep his Olympic sta-
tus secret for years, but 
with the rumors growing 
more abundant and outra-
geous, he has finally conceded. 
Hear it from the man himself. Mr. 
Keller revealed, “I kept this a secret 
from my students because I didn’t want to spend 
days talking about this stuff and have it coming up repeat-
edly, which is why I would rather have it published about 
me in the Eagle Eye.” 

When asked to explain how he had gotten into ice 
dancing, Mr. Keller replied, “I fell in love with ice dancing 
when I first watched figure skating in the Winter Olympics, 
22 years ago. Soon after, my parents signed me up for the 
necessary ballroom, ballet, and ice skating lessons.”

Unknown to most everybody at El Camino aside from 
the school’s administration, Mr. Keller participated in the 
Sochi Olympics. Senior Yaseen Alhaidari was among 
the first and few students to discover Mr. Keller’s secre-
tive identity. Alhaidari stumbled upon video footage of 
Keller’s performance in the Sochi Olympics uploaded to 
YouTube by a dedicated Keller fan. 

Alhaidari describes the discovery as, “Absolutely as-
tounding. I had to ask myself ‘Is that Mr. Keller?’ before 
losing my mind in excitement. Looking at Keller, he’s this 
buff man who doesn’t show much emotion. The thought 
of him dancing to music does not go into anybody’s head. 
Nevertheless, he has managed to win a gold medal. 

At this point, one might be wondering how ice 
dancing has anything to do with becoming a 

Geometry teacher. The short answer is – 
it has everything to do with ice danc-

ing. Every spin, footwork count, 
jump, dance pattern, and angle 
is precisely calculated through 
geometric means. Mr. Keller 
actually had two coaches, one 
for warm-ups and practices, and 
another to teach him all the geo-

metric applications to ice dancing. 
As Mr. Keller puts it, “ice dancing 

singles is all about combining the 
artistry of dancing with the geometric 

athleticism of skating.”
Mr. Keller’s final words of revelation to his 

El Camino students are, “Skating in Sochi Olympics was 
incredible. I was a little surprised by how unfinished the 
hotels were. Also, Putin was a sore loser, as he didn’t want 
to congratulate me because I had upset the Russian favor-
ite. Regardless, it was a great experience and I wouldn’t 
have given it up for anything. Now that I have won the 
gold, I am going to retire at the top of my game.”

 There you have it, a humble legend living amongst 
his unsuspecting students. 

James Harrell
Sports Editor

The El Camino sports program welcomes a new 
and exciting sport to its roster: its very own Varsity 
curling team. The challenging and exciting sport slides 
into El Camino starting the winter of the 2014-2015 
school year. The freezing of El Camino’s pool, Curling 
has a chance to become a huge success, possibly over-
shooting El Camino’s football program. El Camino is 
the first and only school to feature a curling team which, 
in the next winter season, will be challenging different 
club teams in California. By the end of 2016, with the 
freezing of most pools in the San Juan District, curling 
will push out water sports and become a popular sport 
at the high school level. 

Varsity Captain Alejandro Jacobo is beyond 
thrilled for the coming season. “It’s an honor to be a 
part of the first El Camino curling team, this will do 
such great things for the growing sport,” exclaims the 
expert curler. “Curling will add diversity to El Camino 
athletics and set the stones for other schools in the dis-

trict to join the movement, hopefully, in 2016.”
Jacobo’s position for his three-man squad in curling is 

a skip, which determines the weight, turn and the line of the 
stone being delivered to the center, or the button. Then there 
are two sweepers that follow the stone as it slides closer to 
the house, in which their job is to sweep in front of the stone 
to make slight adjustments and able to keep the stone to 
go farther. The point of curling is to slide a qualified stone 
down the ice into what is known as “the house,” a triangle 
similar to the one in shuffle boarding, aiming for the but-
ton to claim that spot for points or position. Different turns 
of each team can do one of two things, place one of their 
stones as close as they can into the button of the house, or 
use the stone to knock the opposing team’s stone away from 
the house while keeping it as close to the center as possible. 
Talk about a tough sport that really does take a rock solid 
effort by all team members (up to 6 per squad).

“Our team is looking strong,” says sophomore Carlos 
Armas. “We have strong juniors and sophomores coming 
next winter. They all have great potential that will fit right 
into our Varsity team.” When asked about competition from 
other schools, Armas says, “We have some tough competi-

tion this year with Whitney and Antelope. They always manage 
to have some great players and coaches.  

Curling surprisingly sweeps into the sports here at El 
Camino, and is promising to carry a Varsity all the way. District 
championships are in February, and as the varsity team sharpens 
their skills on the ice, the best of luck goes out to the team.  

Curl ing sweeping into El  Camino spor ts

Armas and Jacobo practice with the Olympic team in 2012.
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