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Burnett, “For me it just happened. I tried and worked 
hard to get good grades, and it paid off.”

“I just wanted to do well within myself, so I did 
well,” says McGuire. “The goal wasn’t to get straight 
A’s to be valedictorian. I wanted to get straight A’s be-
cause I knew I could do it.”

Claire Rogers says that, “The goal throughout high 
school for me was to become valedictorian, and I’m 
happy that I was able to accomplish that.”

Whether becoming valedictorian was a goal or not, 
each student who became one had some beginning of 
their journey to the top. Dahlberg explains, “In middle 
school, I realized that I really like school and learning, 
and that helped me throughout high school and getting 
good grades.”

“I didn’t know the requirements for becoming vale-
dictorian until sophomore year,” says Fontus, “I then 
looked at what I was planning to take the next couple of 
years and thought that if I kept getting A’s, I’ll get it.”

 Studying was a huge part of the success of the vale-
dictorians. But not all of it was just shooting the breeze. 
There was a good amount of determination to learn sub-
jects in order to get that A.

“I had to work hard, especially in AP Chemistry,” 
says Spivack, “I had to give up time doing things that I 
would have rather done, and focus on AP Chemistry.

“I remember that AP Physics was one of the first 
classes that I really had to study for, so I had to go in 
during lunch every single day just to pass the AP test 
with a 3,” explains Chloe Rogers, “That really taught 
me about the ability I have as long as I focus, and am 
diligent about my work ethic.”

 These valedictorians did not reach this mark on 
their own, though. Many had the help of teachers, par-
ents, and friends to lead and push them to do their best.

There is no doubt that after four 
years, a high school senior is ready 
to graduate. While balancing studies, 
sports, extracurricular activities, and a 
social life, there is a definite struggle to 
get good grades, let alone get straight 
A’s. Yet El Camino’s senior class has 
done something astounding. The class 
has produced 8, yes count them, 8 vale-
dictorians. These top 8 of El Camino 
represent some of the best and bright-
est the senior class has to offer, each 
valedictorian easily surpassing a 4.0 
weighted GPA and passing a minimum 
of 5 AP classes. They are the top of the 
class of 2015, and rightly deserve to be 
there. Your valedictorians are Elizabeth 
Dahlberg, Samuel Feineh, Kerstin 
Fontus, Claire McGuire, Tyler Peck-
Burnett, Chloe Rogers, Claire Rog-
ers, and Sarah Spivack. Each valedic-
torian has their own success story and 
how they reached this high honor. It is safe to say that all 
put in a great amount of effort in their studies, and it has 
certainly paid off.

For some, becoming was valedictorian was a goal, 
others, it seemed like a good opportunity when they 
heard about it.

 “The earliest thoughts about becoming valedictorian 
are back from seventh grade, perhaps even earlier,” says 
Feineh, “When I came out of middle school with straight 
A’s, it cemented in me that I could do anything I set my 
mind to.”

“I really never tried to be valedictorian,” says Peck-
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VALEDICTORIANS TAKE FLIGHT
“My parents and family have been 

the ones to push me to get good grades 
and supported me to do the things that 
I wanted to do,” says Peck-Burnett, 
“They encouraged me to keep going 
and to push myself, and that’s what re-
ally helped me to get to where I am.”

“My friends were a huge motivator 
for me,” describes McGuire, “A lot of 
us were in this together when it came 
to school and studying, so that’s who I 
give most of the credit to, because with-
out them I wouldn’t have been able to 
learn and study in areas that I struggled 
in. I also taught them, and that really 
helped me out. We all motivated each 
other, and that helped motivate me.”

Many of the valedictorians have 
advice for underclassmen who are chas-
ing the goal of becoming valedictorian, 
and even advice to those who are trying 
their best in school.

“Set your eyes on the target, have 
the work ethic to get there, and you’ll 
achieve it,” says Feineh, “and always 

remember: Hope is a motivator, willpower is a facilitator, 
and work ethic is an enabler.”

“Build relationships with your teachers. If you go to 
them during lunch or after school they are really helpful,” 
explains Dahlberg, “Also, make sure you hang out with 
the right people. If you hang out with people that don’t 
care as much as you when it comes to school and how 
well you’re doing, then that might rub off on you.”

“Take time for yourself, and don’t stress all the 
time about school. Find things that you enjoy outside of 
school. Find something that for you isn’t work, some-
thing that you can decompress with.

The class of 2015 has some incredible academic stu-
dents, as well as having some top notch valedictorians. It 
is through the valedictorians that the seniors at El Camino 
are recognized as some of the best and brightest. All have 
put in the effort, and now, it is almost time to walk across 
that stage. Congratulations El Camino Class of 2015, 
congratulations to the valedictorians, and Go Eagles.
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From left to right : Spivack, Cl. Rogers, Dahlberg, Feineh,  McGuire, Fontus, Ch. Rogers, and Peck-Burnett
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