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It’s that time of year again. The stressful 
yet blissful time when seniors sinking in the 
quagmire of rising college costs must turn to 
their one true savior: the scholarship. Scholar-
ships can truly make college at least relatively 
affordable, if not fund the entire 
college experience, for a tal-
ented few.

Most scholarships are 
known to be either athletic or 
academic; students excelling in 
certain sports are often fiercely 
recruited by colleges dangling 
the juicy bait of a full-ride to fill 
a roster hole. Athletic scholar-
ships have become so com-
mon that it is very rare for a 
Division I athlete in football or 
basketball to be a scholarship-
less “walk-on.”

Academic (merit) schol-
arships are also common for students with a 
high GPA or standardized test scores on the 
ACT or SAT, though these are not always full-
rides and can be as low as a few hundred dollars 
a year, even though academic success is typical-

ly (not always) contingent on more hard work 
than playing sports. But it’s the games, not the 
academics, that are the seat-fillers for colleges 
everywhere. It’s a small wonder that athletic 
scholarships are so prominent because athletics 
have a larger spotlight.

Senior Claire Locke has received a sub-
stantial amount of aid for her academic achieve-

ments, saying that “I got a regents scholarship 
to Pepperdine for [$30,000] a year” and a “re-
gents scholarship to UCSB for [$5,000] a year.” 
Though she wasn’t aware of their existence, she 
was “incredibly excited” when she figured out 

what these scholarships meant. Locke amassed 
her grant from Santa Barbara for “being within 
the top 2% of their applicants solely based 
on grades and test scores.” The scholarships 
weren’t everything, as Locke will be attending 
UCLA in the fall.

But scholarships can come more out of 
luck and happenstance than merit; thousands 

of these grants are doled out each year to 
students who meet specific genetic crite-
ria (tall students, students of certain eth-
nicity, even left-handed students), come 
from a specific high school, or plan to 
study a certain subject in college. These 
scholarships typically vary in amount, 
letting ambitious students amass awards 
in all relevant categories. 

Scholarships provide ample 
chances for high-achieving students 
to reap the rewards of their hard work. 
They are crucial in providing the col-
lege experience to middle- and low-
income families, as many scholarships 
are administered to fulfill financial need. 

Though not all scholarships are created equal, 
it must be said that they truly allow some mea-
sure of financial equality when it comes to the 
massive fiscal burden inherent in the U. S. col-
lege experience. 

Seniors have money on their minds for college.
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Scholarships: Supernatural Savers for Seniors

Zoe               Bonfield
Opinion Editor

Every Fifteen Minutes is a program 
“designed to dramatically instill teenag-
ers with the potentially dangerous conse-
quences of drinking alcohol and texting 
while driving” (every15minutes.com). 
On April 7th and 8th, El Camino High 
School took part in this emotional and 
eye-opening program that had a different 
effect on every student. For some students, 
particularly those with the most involve-
ment, it may have changed their lives. But 

for others, it was just an excuse to have 
shorter class periods for a couple days. So 
the question is, is it worth it to go through 
all of the effort and cost for the program? 

The students with no doubt the big-
gest involvement in the program were the 
seniors that were involved in the main 
focus of the program: Courtney Alison, 
Hana DeMent, Kamani Elam, and 
Devin Mirkovich. Each of them had a 
different experience after the “crash.” 
Courtney went to the hospital, where she 

was told she was paralyzed. Hana also 
went to the hospital, but was unrespon-
sive and pronounced brain-dead. Kamani 
went to the Sacramento County Jail and 
was treated like a real prisoner. Devin was 
taken by the coroner to the morgue, and 
cared for as though he was dead. All of the 
other students that participated, known as 
the “living dead,” spent the night at a ho-
tel away from their families without cell 
phones or any way to contact the outside 
world. 

These were not the only people af-
fected by the two-day program. On the 
second day, the Large Gym was full of 
tears after hearing parent letters and Twit-
ter was full of tweets about making good 
choices, many from students not directly 
participating. However, there were still 
people who did not get anything out of the 
program, which leaves the question: Is it 
worth it?

Hana DeMent believes that it is, say-
ing, “as long as we can change the minds 
of a small group of people during this pro-
gram, those students’ actions in the future 
could change the minds of more people.”

The program focuses on driving un-
der the influence of alcohol and drugs and 
briefly touches on texting and driving, but 
distracted driving in general is becoming 
much more of a problem. While driving 
and using hand-held devices is now ille-
gal, it is still prevalent and causes many 
collisions. According to textinganddriv-
ingsafety.com, texting makes a crash up to 

23 times more likely. Critics of the Every 
15 Minutes program believe that it does 
not put enough emphasis on this statistic. 
Especially since the program is directed at 
underage students, they believe it should 
focus more on the problems caused by 
texting and driving. The majority of teen-
agers have a cell phone and text, while a 
much lower percentage drinks or does 
drugs. Should this be given more atten-
tion?

In addition, while the name of the 
program is Every 15 Minutes, this statistic 
has changed in recent years. In fact, it is 

now every 53 minutes that someone dies 
from a drunk driving collision. Is this false 
advertising?  Is it being used as a scare tac-
tic?  The statistic for every 15 minutes is 
obviously much more impactful than one 
for every 53 minutes. 

Despite these changes that could and 
should be made to the program, Every 15 
Minutes is an amazing experience that 
every high schooler should go through. 
Senior Kamani Elam described it as “eye-
opening,” and that is exactly what it is.

Firefighters respond to the scene.
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Seniors have money on their minds for college.
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Program participants pose for a photo.

EvEry 15 MinutEs lEavEs a lEgacy

Trouble IN
BALTIMORE

BY SAm FEINEH
NEWS EDITOR

“The President”

We need answers. Now. 
In the wake of Freddie Gray’s death in Baltimore, Mary-

land, protesters have gathered together in primarily peaceful 
protests to voice their overwhelming anger and frustration.

Gray was arrested on a weapons crime in a high drug 
abuse suburb of Baltimore. He died in police custody on April 
12 a week later due to a life-threatening spinal cord injury. Ac-
cording to Baltimore Deputy Police Commissioner Jerry Ro-
driguez, ¨when Mr. Gray was taken out of that van, he could 
not talk, and he could not breathe” (CNN).

While the direct cause of Gray’s death remains unclear, 
Baltimore Mayor Stephanie Rawlings-Blake stated ¨We 
know that he asked for medical attention. We know that medi-
cal attention was not immediately requested for him  ̈(CNN).

The controversy surrounding Gray’s death was due to 
the lack of immediate police assistance following his request 
for medical attention. The damning video released on April 12 
depicts six police officers arresting Gray without regard to his 
personal health and vociferous cries for medical attention. The 
officers called for an ambulance at 9:24 AM, a full 30 minutes 
after grey was arrested. 

All officers have been suspended with pay. The Baltimore 
State’s Attorney, Marilyn Mosby, announced on May 1 that 
the six officers are separately charged with counts ranging 
from second-degree murder to false imprisonment (WAPost).

Critics have alleged that Mosby was hasty and over-
charged the police officers. The prosecution is the most con-
spicuous attempt to achieve justice since riots erupted in Fergu-
son, Missouri where teen Michael Brown was shot by Officer 
Darren Wilson.

Pundits have also scolded Mosby’s decision to over-
charge, stating that the allegations are too brazen and heinous 
and must take more time and evidence to fully examine. 

To the contrary, David Jaros, an associate professor at the 
University of Baltimore School of Law, “loves how surprised 
people are by the fact that a prosecutor may have overcharged. 
This is something prosecutors do all the time, as a strategic 
choice, for various reasons, and it’s ironic that suddenly the 
[Fraternal Order of Police] is up in arms over this” (TheAtlan-
tic).

Following Prosecutor Mosby’s press release, Mayor 
Rawlings-Blake announced that the Baltimore Police Depart-
ment would utilize body cameras by year’s end. This initiative 
is a result of the Mayor’s efforts through the Wasserman Report 
(a developing justice and equity policing program) and partner-
ship with the Department of Justice to reduce rates of police 
misconduct. 

Protests in Baltimore have echoed similar sentiments 
shared by protesters in Ferguson, Cleveland, and Staten Island. 
However unlike other rallies, Freddie Gray’s protests have sent 
greater shockwaves in the national community because of the 
swiftness and strength of the Baltimore State’s Attorney Office. 

People nationwide will keenly watch events unfold in 
Baltimore in the coming months. Will Prosecutor Mosby win 
her case? 

“ZoBo”

#2040 #ThirdTerm

sjusd
Sticky Note
Unmarked set by sjusd




