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Mrs. Niki Bates has taught all levels of Spanish from 
beginners to AP since 1978 at El Camino. “I subbed for a 
friend, who was teaching English at the time,” said Mrs. 
Bates when recalling her fateful beginning at El Camino. 
“When you’re a sub looking for a job, you have a pocket 
full of phone numbers, which I gave to everyone.” A phone 
call arrived for her a few days later, with one of the Spanish 
teachers moving up for an administrative position, requiring 
someone to take his place for afternoon classes.

Bates describes her background as a foundation to her 
career as a Spanish teacher: “My family moved from Iowa 

to Arizona. In Arizona, if you read well enough 
when you got to middle school you could study 
a foreign language. At my school, they had Span-
ish and German. I was 70 miles from the border: 
it didn’t take a lot of thought to make my deci-
sion.” After studying Spanish in middle school, she 
moved to Sacramento in 1977, earning her graduate 
degree at Sacramento State in behavioral sciences 
and language arts. 

Bates is pleased with how her career mani-
fested. “I think I landed at the right place at the right 
time and I have really enjoyed working with peo-
ple this age,” she said. “For 37 years I have never 
minded getting up and going to work. I can’t think 
of other jobs where you get to spend your days with 
hundreds of smiley, happy people, and it’s always 
been that way at El Camino. I really enjoy that.”

Bates’ method of teaching consists of her stu-
dents understanding that they are capable of learning 
a language: “You learned one language you speak, 
so trust yourself, because you really can make it 
happen.” She cites her job for developing her into 
the person she is today. “If I wanted students to be 
people of integrity, I had to be. I’ve tried to model 

what I wanted from my students, and I’m also dearly fond 
of all of them, so maybe that makes a difference!”

Retirement to Bates means, in her beaming words, 
“Whatever I want!” Her multiple interests include traveling, 
quilting, and baking bread. She wishes to visit her family, 
whom live all over the continent, more frequently and not 
limited to the summer. As for her final year, she finds not 
returning next year strange. “I don’t know a teacher who 
doesn’t leave this school thinking, ¨Next year I’m gonna 
do this! I’m going to teach this lesson differently,” she said. 
“That’s truly happened every single year of my career. I’ve 
never got it just the way I want.” El Camino will always be 
thought highly of by her. “There’s something special about 
this place. People come here because they choose to, and 
that just makes a difference,” she said. 
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Beloved by El Camino students for 36 years, Mrs. Janice Wong has 
taught primarily Pre-Calculus and AP Calculus. Her first teaching job was at El 
Dorado High School, commuting 45 minutes to the school from Carmichael. “I 
kept putting in applications at San Juan Unified, and finally they interviewed me 
and said, “You’re a must hire.”

Wong’s love for teaching traces back to her elementary school days. A 
self-proclaimed “good kid that would finish early, the teacher would put me in 
charge of correcting papers, for example, and I thought it was kind of fun!” she 
said. “I knew over time that I was going to be a math teacher in high school 
and that was the end of it.” She initially was an English major at UC Berkeley, 
switching majors twice before settling on mathematics, for which she would 

earn her master’s degree and teaching credential.
Wong’s eccentrics have been popular with generations of students. Also 

known as “The Prophet,” the nickname stuck after a few former students in 
2013 were writing Wong-ism’s: “It’s like the Ten Commandments: ‘Thou shall 
not commit dumb bunnies!’”

Wong describes her endeavors outside of El Camino. “I love to travel. My 
family has been all over the world.” Upon retirement, she seeks interest in be-
coming a student again, filling her time with classes in cooking, photography, 
and interior decorating as well as getting back into ballroom dancing. 

Wong has enjoyed her time at El Camino, interacting with her students and 
treating them like her own kids. “I treat you with respect, hopefully, and I try to 
get to know you. I don’t just want to be the math person, I want to be the second 
mom, so that you trust me,” she said. She inspires her students to aim high. “I’m 
tired of kids saying, “I just want to get a C and pass the class.” You should always 
shoot for the stars. Even if it’s infinity, you still shoot for it.” 

Out of the retiring teachers at El Camino, Mr. 
Pat Kelly has the most longevity, with 41 years of 
teaching and coaching, including 25 years of coach-
ing wrestling, 14 years as a football coach, and 30 
years of baseball, as well as 29 years teaching PE, 
Life Science, Health, and Driver’s Ed. Kelly paved 
his beginning as a student teacher in 1974 out of Sac-
ramento State. “When I came here and saw the school 
colors were Kelly Green and White, I said, “that’s got 
to be the right place for me.” 

Kelly’s coaching career has been filled with 
countless memories and remarkable 
accolades. El Camino won consecu-
tive section championships in 1984 
and 1985, while coaching varsity 
alongside DiMino. As the wrestling 
coach, he has mentored 13 varsity 
wrestlers all the way to the state 
meet, an accomplishment within it-
self. He cites his proudest coaching 
achievement to former Major League 
Baseball player Derrek Lee, a 1993 
graduate of El Camino and first-
round draft pick of the San Diego 
Padres. 

As a coach, teacher, and mentor, 
Kelly has tried to be fair and tell it 
like it is. “I try to set a good exam-
ple and be a good role model. If you 
have a positive attitude, you’re going 
to be successful. That’s what I expect 
from you,” he said. “As long as you 
are there giving your best effort and 
you’re trying, you have my respect 
and I’m going to treat you with that. 
I’m gonna find a place for you to play and you’re 
gonna be successful. I won’t let you fail.”

Although pondering the feeling of continuing his 
career, Kelly has various endeavors he would like to 
continue, including visiting his 10 grandkids. He also 
participates in a men’s senior hardball league in Sac-
ramento in the 40 and over division. “We go back to 
Arizona and play in the World Series. I’ve been doing 
that for over 20 years,” he explains. Other interests 
comprise of golfling, hunting, and fishing. 

“For 41 years I’ve been an Eagle here, and the 
green and white is nothing better,” he said. “I have 
no problem finding clothing that has El Camino on it. 
I’m still [going to]sport the green and white of the El 
Camino Eagles.”

This remarkable trio have made an immense impact on thousands of students. 
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