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“You must go to college. College is a stepping stone 
to your future career. You need college to be success-
ful.”

We’ve often heard statements like those above from 
others (often college graduates themselves). But is it re-
ally true? Do you really need college to be financially 
secure and/or find happiness? 

Yes and no.
According to the Labor Department statistics by the 

Economic Policy Institute in Washington (among many 
other sources), data revealed “Americans with four-year 
college degrees made 98 percent more an hour on av-
erage in 2013 than people without a degree. That’s up 
from 89 percent five years earlier, 85 percent a decade 
earlier and 64 percent in the early 1980s” (NYtimes).

Pundits of the education system often cite the ris-
ing cost for a four-year degree as a chief reason not to 
attend college. Furthermore, critics crowd around the 
same statistic points stating national student debt is over 
$1 trillion and the average debt for a 2013 graduate is 
$35,200 (debt.org). 

The rising cost of a quality education coupled with 
the student loan crisis is certainly a dilemma that must 
be solved. However, past studies and real life examples 
have shown year after year the huge payoff for college 

graduates in the short and long-term. According to data 
by the Bureau of Labor Statistics in 2014, unemploy-
ment rate was a staggering 9% for individuals without 
a high school diploma, and an equally alarming 6% for 
high school graduates over 25 years old. 

To put those numbers in perspective, the national 
unemployment rate in March 2015 was 5.5% for people 
over 25 years old. The rates are much bleaker for our age 
group. Unemployment figures for 16-19 year olds aver-
aged an alarming 16% during 2014 (bls.gov). Whereas 
unemployment for those with Bachelor degrees reached 
a low of 3.5% out of college. 

This means that more individuals with a college de-
gree are able to find jobs that pay higher. The Bureau 

highlights the median weekly earnings for bachelor de-
grees as $1,101 to reach an annual average salary of 
over $52,000. On the contrary, high school graduates 
earn $668 per week and annually a mere $32,000. 

Numerous studies have shown that financially 
speaking, attending college is perpetually worth the 
short-term cost. But how about emotional or social fac-
tors?

College greatly expands your opportunity. When 
people speak about the “college experience,” it’s simply 
code for networking, making new friends, and learning 
how to balance life’s responsibilities through both suc-
cess and failure. College is the perfect environment to 
develop your passions and hobbies because you can find 
groups of people just like you who are going through the 
exact same thing; or you can seek completely opposite 
friend groups if you want to try something new!

If you take the initiative, the phenomenal academic 
and career advising you can receive will certainly pro-
vide the framework for your personalized version of 
success. 

It doesn’t matter if you’re going to be a first gen-
eration college student, always known you’re going to 
college, or unsure about your future path. College is ac-
cessible to anyone and everyone. All you need to do is 
work for it. 

Hope is a motivator, willpower is a facilitator, and 
work ethic is an enabler.

Junior College: Is it worth it?
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The sum of money owed by American students 
via college loan debts currently rounds out at about 
$1.2 trillion according to to forbes.com, and the aver-
age starting salary of a four-year college graduate is 
$45,327 as seen in a 2013 naceweb.org salary survey. 
So what’s the true price of a four-year education? 
Well, a lifetime of financial ruin and constantly be-
ing flooded by debt, for one thing. Yet, many people 
still succumb to the idea of graduating high school, 
getting into an expensive four-year college, and es-
sentially signing over all potential economic success 
to the often overhyped four-year giants. Attending a 

junior college during freshman and sophomore year 
and transferring to a four-year university for the fi-
nal four undergraduate semesters is now becoming a 
more popular, financially conscious route.

It’s not just the money that is swaying graduating 
seniors to take this less traditional option, however. 
To call the transition from high school to a four-year 
university difficult would be a drastic understate-
ment. The overwhelming combination of college 
level courses, entirely new and foreign surround-
ings, and newly acquired independence make for a 
problematic year for countless freshman at four-year 
universities. A great compromise to this is attending 
a local junior college while staying at home or at 
least staying here in Sacramento. Or, with the lighter 
workload at a junior college, you can take classes 
at the JC closest to the four-year college you plan 
to attend your last two years, thus giving you time 
to get used to the area and experience the desirable 
¨college experience¨ that many students have been 
looking forward to for years, while still being able to 
manage your college courses. 

Senior and committed American River College 
freshman Meggie Bolstad justifies why she chose to 
go to AR before transferring to another college to 
achieve a BA degree, “Because I don’t know what I 
want to major in and it’s cheaper… I know I want to 
transfer to a four-year but I don’t know which one 
yet though.” This tactic is becoming more and more 
common as the expectations of seniors fresh out of 
high school to decide what they want to do for the 

rest of their lives and where they want to spend the 
first four years of their lives independently a drive 
these rightfully indecisive high school grads into the 
arms of community colleges. The career possibili-
ties are endless as Bolstad illustrates with her wide 
range of hopeful occupations, “Probably nursing, but 
I might want to be a firefighter.” 

With more and more possibilities for high school 
grads presenting themselves, the career and colle-
giate opportunities are endless and in all, two-year or 
four-year - or any combination of the two - a college 
education is something to be proud of and a result of 
hard work in your four years here at El Camino, so 
whether its the money, the transition to college life, 
or the commitment, represent the eagles the best way 
you can and continue the legacy you left at EC.
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