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High school is often depicted in movies 
as a privileged and flashy environment full of 
raging hormones and stereotypes. The boys are 
bigger, more attractive, more charismatic, and 
stand out. Similarly, high school girls are typi-
cally portrayed as more fashionable, wealthi-
er, and just plain sexier. There are exaggerated 
cliques, horrible bullies, and excruciatingly 
boring teachers. Bringing in the high school 
environment and portraying it in art begs the 
comparison: high school on the screen vs high 
school in reality. 

 First, let’s take a look at the portrayal of 
a particular gender, in this case the boys, in 
particular the freshmen. As any fan girl of the 
show Teen Wolf would say, freshmen in real 
life look a lot different than the freshmen on 
TV. Real life: Immature, zero muscle defini-
tion, “Justin Bieber” haircuts with the sig-
nature “hair flip”, silly bandz, and squeaky 
voices. Television: muscle definition in HD, 
chiseled jaw lines of perfection, and maybe 
even the ability to break out in song with killer 
vocals. It doesn’t just have to be freshmen ob-
viously, although it is therein that the differ-
ence is most apparent. On a broader sense, the 
teenage boys on TV or in movies are the ones 
that every girl dreams of. The Troy Boltons, 
the Chuck Basses, the Danny Zukos, etc. The 
boys who can sing, dance, play sports, and 
look good while doing it. That’s the stereo-
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Recently,  El Camino’s music programs,  band and 
choir,  went on a trip to the 2015 Golden Empire Music 
Festival at Sac State where they played songs for judges, 
competing against a varied assortment of many classes 
from many schools.

The choir sang three songs with a pop-style theme 
opposed to the choir’s usual,  foreign/renaissance theme. 
each song receiving the “superior” rating (the highest 
possible rating) and,  naturally,  they’re very pleased with 
that. But the choir couldn’t just pull this victory out of a 
hat. Senior KT Davi says that they feel like their high 
scores were well-earned and that it took a lot of practice 
and reliable choir-mates to bring this together. 

The band also performed three songs at the festival. 
They too earned incredible scores. 96%, 94%, and 92% 
were the scores given to each of the three songs respec-
tively, but what else do you expect from EC’s award-
winning band. “Different styles of music and songs were 
played such as a march-style piece and a story-style,” 
said senior Toby Barton.

And as the year comes to an end, the seniors in choir 

class.” It sounds like she certainly had a blast! And it is 
to be assumed that all the other seniors leaving the class 
along with her had the best choir experience possible.

Everyone who was part of it must be proud to have 
played and sang for special events and to improve them-
selves in the classes. With this year just about done,  it’ll 
be fun preparing for next year’s band and choir adven-
tures. Who knows what’s in store!

and band are prepared to leave high school with this spe-
cial experience under their belts along with all the other 
performances, events, and all the other good times that 

will be forever recalled when asked about their high 
school music careers. Looking back on her life in the choir 
room, Davi had this to say: “Choir is a really fun class 
and is like a second family. You’ll learn a lot from the 
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typical ultimate teenager. Is it like that in reality? Perhaps, but probably not.
Next, let’s take a look at a particular case study that a majority of high 

schoolers are familiar with: the High School Musical series. During the epic 

scene of the first movie when the entire cafeteria burst into song with “Stick to 
the Status Quo,” social cliques were magnified. There are the jocks, the nerds, 
the skater dudes, and the drama queens. They sit at separate tables and avoid the 

other groups as much as they can because appar-
ently that is how it’s supposed to be. However, 
the reality is that social cliques aren’t that exag-
gerated, but rather they tend to blend together. 
High schoolers in real life belong to multiple 
groups and have a sort of mutual respect for the 
other groups that they are not a part of. 

Often in movies, teachers are portrayed as 
the bad guys whose sole purpose in life is to 
make their students lives hell. In some cases 
that may actually be very true. But at least at 
El Camino, the teachers are pretty reasonable 
and can actually be fun! As most students will 
agree, school is easier if you have good rela-
tions with your teachers. More often than not, 
they’re willing to provide extra help if need be. 
If you get on their bad side, however, things 
could get ugly. So don’t do that. 

Obviously, the high school experience isn’t 
as extreme as it’s made out to be in pop culture. 
The people aren’t god-like. The teachers aren’t 
going to be clinically insane, and the cliques 
aren’t going to be as polarized or as intimidat-
ing. Essentially, it’s not going to be a musical 
where the stars align and everyone has a set 
role. Instead, it will be a mellow environment 
that gradually transitions over time as seniors 
graduate and incoming freshmen learn to fit in. 

High school is what you make of it. You 
choose the people you hang out with, you 
choose whether or not to have positive relations 
with your teachers, and you choose who you 
become. Sticking to the status quo is overrated 
anyways.
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