
    

Do you ever have one of those days where you wake up in 
the morning and think, “I’m gonna joke about bringing a gun to 
school today”?

One of those days where you feel like scaring hundreds of 
concerned parents out of sending their kids to school?

One of those days when you waste thousands of dollars 
and countless hours of district and school resources to prevent a 
threat that you knew would never be carried out?

One of those days when you risk going to juvie (or, if 
you’re over 18, prison) for a felony and paying a sizable fine?

If you do, please direct yourself to the nearest therapist’s 
office and stay away from El Camino.

So many schools have faced shooting threats in the last 
few weeks. Following protests at Del Campo, Rio Americano, 
and Bella Vista (in which a 14-year-old freshman girl was ar-
rested for a threatening message), it was almost inevitable that 
El Camino would be subjected, at some point, to the same har-
rowing experience. 

The worst fears of EC students were assuaged when a note 
was found in the boys’ bathroom on Tuesday, October 28th, 
threatening to shoot up the school on the following Friday (Hal-
loween, no less!)

And sure enough, people were scared. Hundreds of stu-
dents were absent from school on Halloween. Classes were 
decimated and disrupted. Students were not permitted to use the 
hall pass without being escorted by a hall monitor. The chaos the 
message’s writer intended to cause certainly ensued, albeit for 
the wrong reasons and in the wrong ways.

Such a perturbing act, affecting a startlingly high number 
of students, is part of a despicable trend categorizing several 
negative aspects of our society’s youth.

First, the pure idiocy of such a message is evident. The per-
petrator faces serious consequences, including, but not limited 
to, a substantial fine (think five digits) and time in either juvenile 
hall or federal prison, depending on age. In addition, leaving 
warning for such a shooting is dumb, in short. It gives the district 
time to prepare a safety complement including sheriffs and dis-
trict reps (whom I never spotted on campus) for the date in ques-
tion. No real school shooter would leave such a helpful tip; for 
this reason, many at El Camino rightfully brushed off the threat.

Secondly, the note is blatantly derivative of those found at 
several other schools, notably Rio Americano and Bella Vista. 
Such a threat cannot be taken seriously here when nothing has 
happened anywhere else except for the arrest of the BV aggres-
sor. Also, please, PLEASE stop copying Rio. Imitation, after all, 
is the sincerest form of flattery. 

Lastly, and most importantly, the barbarism (almost ter-
rorism, really) of even threatening to shoot fellow students is 
frighteningly inhumane, regardless of whether such a promise 
was carried out. It certainly takes an advanced level of depravity 
to threaten friends, fellow students and faculty members. 

When the perpetrator is caught, it is in the best interests of 
all of El Camino that they be prosecuted to the full extent of the 
law, regardless of the severity of these repercussions. No lesser 
course of discipline can truly make up for the emotional and fis-
cal damage ignorantly incurred on such a massive scale.
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As of December 2 in the disease-ridden 
countries of Guinea, Liberia, Sierra Leone, 
Mali, Senegal, and Nigeria, Ebola has taken 
the lives of 6,113 individuals and infected more 
than 17,000 people. 

The U.S. was startled with four Ameri-
can cases of Ebola. The first patient, Dr. Kent 
Brantly, was treated at Emory University in 
Atlanta, GA. A few other individuals who were 
working as missionaries in Liberia were quietly 
discharged from Emory as they healed from 
the disease. Despite the Western arrival of Eb-
ola, problems are much greater in West Africa.

How are some people’s immune systems 
equipped to fight Ebola?

The 40% of people who survive this 
deadly disease obviously have uniquely strong 
immune systems which can handle Ebola’s 
initial impact, which “depletes the body’s im-
mune cells, which defend against infection, 
said Derek Gatherer, a bioinformatics research-
er at Lancaster University in the United King-
dom, who studies viral genetics and evolution 
(livescience.com).

The human leukocyte antigen-B is anoth-
er marker found in Ebola survivors. This gene 
produces a protein which is critical for immune 
functions. 

“A 2007 study found that people with cer-

Ebola Hasn’ t Gone Away Yet
tain versions of this gene, called B*07 and B*14, 
were more likely to survive Ebola, while people 
with other versions, called B*67 and B*15, were 
more likely to die” (livescience.com).

What is the state of the current humanitarian 
relief effort?

Dr. Joseph Fair, a leading American physi-
cian in Liberia aiding humanitarian efforts said in a 
recent 60 Minutes interview that “...until we handle 
outbreaks where they occur, we are never going to 
be safe ourselves.”

In a one-disease hospital with a staff of about 
200, run by American doctor Pranav Shetty, Ebola 
victims in Liberia are treated in corresponding regions 
of the camp: high risk, cleared, and those waiting to 
find out if they have the disease. 

Doctors in this intensive unit stress that they need 

more global support to fight this disease. Most 
of the staff are Liberian; in order to raise spirits, 
they sing hymns each day before putting their 
suits on. 

Cleaning protocols are excessive, but 
necessary to fend off the disease. Everywhere 
around the camp are chlorine centers. Chlorine 
kills the virus instantly. A dedicated team of 
staffers follow every individual that walks into 
the camp and sprays them with chlorine peri-
odically to kill any trace of Ebola. 

Around the camp, staffers 
are covered head to toe in pro-
tective gear. Dr. Colin Bucks 
remarked that “the tough part 
is that when the masks get 
filled with your own breath 
and sweat, that then it really 
gets hard to breathe. And you 
have to go to breathe. You have 
to get out then. You feel like 
you’re suffocating.” 

These doctors’ valiant ef-
forts to contain Ebola can only 
go so far without more global 
assistance. Funds and resourc-

es have been flowing in more than ever be-
fore, however there is much more work that 
needs to be done before the virus can be de-
clared over, and the world can breathe a sigh 
of relief.
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Map of Ebola Impact in West Africa
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By Theo DeRosa

‘Tis indeed the season of giving. However, nothing can be 
given without first buying it, so ‘tis also the season of stores 
opening at 2 a.m., massive discounts, last-minute shopping, 
and of course the dreaded violence that occurs over material 
objects in large retail stores. That’s right, the holiday shopping 
season has arrived.

Black Friday is a well-known term in America. People be-
come familiar with it from an early age, but few people actu-
ally know why this day is known as “Black Friday.” 

 “Black refers to stores moving from the ‘red’ to the ‘black,’ 

back when accounting records were kept by hand, and red ink 
indicated a loss, and black a profit. Ever since the start of the 
modern Macy’s Thanksgiving Day Parade in 1924, the Friday 
after Thanksgiving has been known as the unofficial start to a 
bustling holiday shopping season” (blackfriday.com).

Black Friday is an American tradition that has become 
somewhat of a holiday in itself. On this day, many major 
stores, mostly retail, open their stores early and have huge sales 
that bring in thousands of customers. Each year, however, the 
opening times of stores are getting earlier and earlier, some 
even opening their doors in the evening on Thanksgiving! Al-
though this may seem crazy, many dedicated shoppers go out 
with stuffed bellies and sleepy eyes to search for that great deal 
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Doctor in Ebola hot zone gets sprayed with chlorine 
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Ebola political cartoon ridicules Americans’ reactions 

continued on next page

Zoe Bonfield
Opinion Editor

Black (and blue) Friday: 
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