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who may want the same item. Some 
might get angry if someone else cuts them 
in a checkout line. On Black Friday in 2013, 
there was an occasion where “two assail-
ants reportedly attempted to steal a TV from 
a man who had recently purchased it. After 
arguing, the man was shot in the leg before 
the attackers sped off in his car, leaving the 
TV behind” (huffingtonpost.com). This vi-
olence is obviously getting out of hand.

The violence stems from the high level 
of materialism that has become of the holi-
day season. Sometimes, it seems as though 
our society has lost sight of what the holi-
days are really about, and are focusing more 

on the gifts than the giving.
On the contrary, sophomore Phoebe 

Bonfield believes that, “holiday shopping is 
exciting because it fills [her] holiday spirit.” 

Walking through the mall, shoppers 
have many bags in hand, hear a piano ver-
sion of “White Christmas” playing in the 
background, see fake trees with red bows 
all around, and are charmed by the amount 
of kids lined up to sit on Santa’s lap for a 
picture. There is so much holiday spirit! 
But when this spirit gets corrupted by the 
violence and materialism that goes hand-in-
hand with the season, it loses its magic. 

Hordes of shoppers line up inside a crowded mall to get the best deals
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A Black Friday shopper takes advantage of excellent Black Friday deals
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The Hong Kong protests began on Septem-
ber 27, 2014 when a large group of students and 
citizens demanded universal suffrage (the right 
to vote for all adult citizens) for their city.

As part of the conditions of Hong Kong’s 
being ceded as a British colony to China, the city 
was to be allowed to be a democratic system. 
These rights were virtually disregarded by the 
communist government of China. As part of the 
government’s efforts to suppress its people, pro-
testers were arrested by Chinese police officers 
leading to a massive rallying of the people of 
Hong Kong.

Police have done their best to respond to the 
situation but weapons such as tear gas have been 
used on the protesters and several have been ar-
rested. This has lead to serious unrest; however, 
despite all this, the police are now attempting 
to protect the protesters from groups of Triad (a 
gang in China and Japan) members as well as 
anti-democracy instigators who seek to stop the 
proposed system from successfully being cre-
ated.

Further police forces seek to stop the up-
rising, but it’s up to the government and their 
actions now. The Chinese legislation has made 

several attempts to come up with a solution, but 
the protesters refuse to stop unless their full de-
mands are met. The Chinese government con-
tinues to blame western powers, especially the 
United States, for this protest. This blame has 
lead to large amounts of tension between China 
and the U.S. which may lead to further conflict 
and protests in the future; however, this notion is 
being ignored at the moment.

The people of Hong Kong have formed 
several massive camps all throughout the city 
and have created several barricades. The people 
of the protest are organized and efficient, with 
a recycling system, free food and water for the 
people, and a fully functioning first-aid site. 
Barricades have been built in various places 
throughout the city and are being used to hold 
back police officers and anti-democracy protest-
ers, but this has lead some to believe the protest-
ers have a more aggressive intent.

The movement has sparked its own culture 
with art, music, and even monuments. Things 
such as the Umbrella Man, a statue of wooden 
blocks holding a yellow umbrella, and the iconic 
Lennon Wall, where various Post-it notes of dif-
ferent colors hold the words of the 

protesters, bring morale for their people. 
The movement even has its own anthem, a 
modified version of Under A Vast Sky (a song by 
1990s group Beyond).

The Hong Kong Protests 
(Occupy Central With Love And Peace)
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The Umbre l la  Man,  s tand ing  proud ly  in  Hong Kong Cent ra l

The question still remains as to which force will succumb to the other in this 
movement, but the protesters seem to be on the right track. Their massive organi-
zational system keeps them happy and healthy and their culture is drawing others 


