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One of the greatest things about the human species in its 
entirety is that it has the ability to feel and embrace a wide va-
riety of emotions. The human spirit’s capacity to feel different 
emotions, such as joy, anger, determination, etc is what sets it 
apart from every other living thing on this planet. The human 
mind is a complex yet dazzling web of intricacies filled with 
diverse sensations and passions. One emotion is often consid-
ered to be superior to most of its counterparts in regards to their 
ability to influence: fear.

People, and especially kids, are generally afraid of a large 
number of things. Fear of the dark, heights, snakes, etc. Just 
like any other emotion, it is a natural occurrence. If you fit in 
with the rest of the general population and are afraid of spi-
ders, then you’re afraid of spiders. If for some reason you’re 
afraid of old people, then you’re afraid of old people. It’s not 
something you choose to feel, but rather it is something you 
can’t help. When someone feels fear, a rapid reaction occurs 
in the brain which essentially causes the heart to race and the 
muscles to become energized. It gives you a burst of adrenaline 
as a result of the fight-or-flight response that every human be-
ing naturally has. This happens so that your body is better able 
to defend yourself if need be, or so you can run away from a 
potentially dangerous and life-threatening situation. The reac-
tion that occurs is a testament to the powerful and motivating 
influence that fear possesses.

In the movie Batman Begins, one of the greatest films of 
all time, the protagonist Bruce Wayne has an abnormal fear of 
bats as a result of a traumatizing experience. His fear torments 
him for a good duration of his life. However, he eventually 
embraces his fear and becomes the BATMAN aka the Dark 
Knight aka the greatest superhero of all time (sorry Iron Man). 
Once Bruce embraced his fear, he went from being your aver-
age billionaire into a beast-mode vigilante who spends his time 
vanquishing crime on a daily basis. There a lot of things you 
can take from Bruce Wayne’s transformation.  Most notably, 
you can realize that after he embraced his fear, he was able go 
from zero to hero and protect the city of Gotham. Take note 
from Bruce Wayne and embrace your fears. 

Now maybe it’s not the brightest idea to take the route that 
Mr. Wayne did and dress up as your greatest fear and fight off 
the evils of the world, although if you want to then by all means 
go ahead. However, the route that would probably smarter to 
take is that of self-reflection and realizing that you have within 
you the power of the human spirit. This is something that has 
the potential to work wonders, even the wonder of conquering 
your fear whether the fear be that of failure, rejection, public 
speaking, etc. The influence of fear is incredibly strong, and 
it takes great courage to stand up to your personal nightmare. 
Thanks in part to the human spirit, you can embrace the oppor-
tunities that you have to come off champion against the things 
that make you afraid or nervous in your life. And if you fail, so 
be it. Michael Jordan once said ,”I’ve missed more than 9000 
shots in my career. I’ve lost almost 300 games. 26 times, I’ve 
been trusted to take the game winning shot and missed. I’ve 
failed over and over and over again in my life. And that is why 
I succeed.” The fear of failure is very powerful, but the fact of 
the matter is that failure is the reason for success. So let’s all 
embrace our fears, and odds are we won’t regret it. 

 

Call It Like 
You See It

Ho, Ho, Holy cow! Santa’s real and this article’s here to prove 
it.

A common debate among celebrators of the ever popular 
holiday, Christmas, is whether or not its mascot, Santa Claus, is 
real. Thinking about this topic makes you question the line drawn 
between reality and non-existence. Unfortunately, because of all the 
publicity St. Nick receives, his particular reality is that of a bit of a 
bully. Santa’s reality walks up to the architect of the reality line, spits 
on it, tells the architect to try again, and smears the line with his big 
black boot, rendering it blurrier than the vision of a mole who left his 
contacts in the burrow.

So how can you advise the architect to draw a boot-proof line 
that can’t be defied? It is quite commonly believed that Santa IS real 
so the architect won’t have a problem choosing a favorite side of the 
line, because there is a very desirable-looking snack on the side rep-
resenting Santa’s existence. The architect never refuses snacks. And 
there are a lot of tasty snacks (or proof if you haven’t figured it out 
yet) on this particular side of the line. There are several individuals 
who claim to have seen and heard evidence near their own homes 
such as bells on the rooftop, or reindeer poop on their lawns, some 
have even seen Santa in person at the mall!

Oh? What’s this? A skeptic of Santa’s existence has placed a 
nice-looking gift basket full of muffins, pineapples, and pictures of 
Santa losing his beard at the mall atop the architect’s desk on the 
other side of the line. Luckily, the snack left by the believers has a 
built-in cannon for blowing up such nice-looking gift baskets. But 
the gift basket reveals a previously concealed laser blaster. A skir-
mish is looking to soon take place. The blaster shoots an, ̈ I saw my 
parents wrap my presents!̈  directly towards the tasty snack. The 
cannon shoots a bullet as round as Santa himself, ¨You must be on 

the naughty list! It’s a good thing you have nice parents!̈  The shots 
collide, creating an explosion of arguments.

Some valid points provided by Santa skeptics include the obvi-
ous ones (unrealistically giant list, Earth’s size vs. Santa’s speed, the 
impossibility of living in the North Pole, etc.). Many witnesses say 
that they SEE their parents wrap and place presents under the tree 
and even admit to being Santa! ̈ How come my presents say ‘Made 
in China’ instead of ‘Made in the North Pole’?, a skeptic may argue, 
¨Does Santa have a license to run an elf sweatshop? .̈

It seems skeptics and unbelievers know what they’re talking 
about, eh? Well the believers have enough Christmas spirit to create 
many counterpoints and then some! ̈ Santa’s elves are paid in Christ-
mas spirit, and put ‘Made in China’ on the toys just to find out who 
really believes!̈ , believers respond, ̈ How do you know there aren’t 
many Santas that take care of different countries, that’d explain the 
different depictions of Santa and how he gets around! Plus, have you 
SEEN Will Ferrell’s Elf?¨

So the arguments seem to continue fighting on and on, but one 
major thought can turn this argument on its head. Is Santa a person? 
Think about it, if he’s a person, wouldn’t he have died? No one’s 
seen the guy. Is he just a word? A thought, a spirit, a Coca-Cola mas-
cot? Is his being solely an imagination the reason why this debate 
exists? Perhaps he’s both a person and an idea.

The architect is awfully confused at this point and decides to 
throw in the towel with a perplexed face upon his head. Now who 
will take his place? You, that’s who! You decide what you believe! 
Wipe those silly gifts off your desk and draw your own line!

While the debate continues for what might be forever, Santa 
does exist. He exists within all who possess Christmas spirit and he 
will continue to exist as long as we believe.
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