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In the last couple of years, there has been a new trend in 
“teen” movies. This new trend is, of course, the “Dystopian” 
films. The Hunger Games, Divergent, Maze Runner, etc.  
This new craze of teen books-turned movies have taken the 
world by storm. They all take place in Dystopian societies 
where the government has complete control over its citizens. 
This makes way for the typical Dystopian hero, a teenager, 
usually between ages fourteen and nineteen, to take a dramat-

ic stand against their tyrannical leaders. This allows teenagers 
around the world to connect with these young heroes and 
become in a way, “obsessed” with these books and films. 

 The newest trend within this “Dystopian” movie trend 
is splitting the movie into two parts. This idea first came into 
the public eye when Harry Potter and the Deathly Hallows: 
Part 1. Apparently, the Hollywood big wigs decided that it 
is better to make oodles of cash by splitting amazing finales 
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        Fanfiction. Millions of stories about anything and everything. 
The topics range from bands to comics to TV shows. A fan of we-
bcomics? There’s fanfiction for that. Anime? That too. But what 
exactly is fanfiction? Fanfiction, as defined by Dictionary.com, is 
“Fiction written by a fan of, and fea-
turing characters from, a particular 
TV series, movie, etc.” But in reality, 
fanfiction is so much more than that.

 Fanfiction is a way to ex-
press feelings and tell a story through 
characters or band members (or even 
celebrities). Most fanfiction is posted 
online to websites like Archive Of Our 
Own (AO3), Fanfiction.net, Wattpad, 
LiveJournal, Dreamwidth, Ficwad, 
etc. Freshmen Amy Mohr and Nelida 
Sanchez said the same thing: “Watt-
pad is my favorite.” Freshman Adam 
Severeid said “I prefer Archive Of 
Our Own, they post great stories.” however, Freshman Dacia Ow-
ens said: “I like to search what I’m in the mood for in Google. I just 
read whatever strikes my fancy.”

 “But how do I get into such a thing?” you might ask. Well, 
luckily for you, here is a four-step guide to help you get immersed 
into the deep dark swirling vortex that is fanfiction.

Step 1: Pick a topic (Movie, TV show, band, etc..)
Step 2: Pick a two or more people you want in a relationship from 
that topic [Otherwise known as a ship or an OTP (one true pairing)]
Step 3: Pick a genre (Romance, angst, horror etc..)
Step 4: Search it in google (ex: Destiel horror fic, Frerard angst fic)

Once you finish reading, if you liked it, you can rate and/or review. 
This helps writers out and tells them 
to keep writing. On AO3 you can 
kudos the fic (Basically telling them 
good job!), and on Wattpad you 
can leave a vote. If you didn’t like 
the story, tell them why! Writers 
love feedback, and if you tell them 
what’s wrong, they can go back and 
fix it. Just please don’t be rude about 
it. No one likes a jerk.
Finding other fans of fanfiction is 
easy. Tumblr, for example, is a great 
place to start looking for other fans. 
Tumblr is a social networking site 
that uses a tag system, much like 
twitter or instagram. By typing in a 

band or fandom, Tumblr almost instantly find posts, pictures, and 
even videos that relate to that topic. Some people even post fanfic-
tion that they like, or think is weird (@badmcrfics, and @TagsO-
fAO3 find weird and sometimes disturbing fanfiction and fanfiction 
tags and post them on Twitter). All in all, fanfiction can change the 
way you look at some people, and stay away from the fics-that-shall-
not-be-named. Have fun discovering new fanfictions!

Capricorn: A special someone 
will give you a gift, but make sure 
you give them one too or they will 
feel neglected.

Aquarius: Beware of a red cat, 
and be sure to stay out of the rain. 
Don’t want to be sick on Christmas!

Pisces: Make sure to turn in late 
assignments, because your parents 
might not be happy with your cur-
rent grades.

Aries: A Gemini might surprise you, 
so keep your guard up this month. 
Also avoid the color purple.

Taurus: Try new things this 
month and you might be pleasantly 
surprised. And that cute top you’ve 
been eyeing? Buy it! You’ll get so 
many compliments it ’ll be worth it.

Gemini: Try that new chip fla-
vor at your local supermarket, you 
might actually like it. Also make 
sure to wear the color black more 
often.

Cancer: Instead of staying in this 
year, go and have fun! You never 
know who might stand under the 
mistletoe…

Leo: That new band you’ve been 
listening to? Well someone special 
might get you tickets to see them 
live, but be good this month or they 
won’t.

Virgo: Make sure to be nice to 
your friends. Also, you might want 
to watch Lilo & Stitch again, and 
avoid yellow clothing.

Libra: Everyone is tired of you 
singing Frozen, so please stop. Also 
make sure you wear those new jeans 
you got.

Scorpio: A Capricorn will profess 
their love, but don’t date them un-
til they can prove it.

Sagittarius: Try reading a new 
webcomic, and try that new star-
bucks drink. Also ditch the shorts, be-
cause it will only get colder as the 
month goes by.
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into two parts to make the consumer anticipate the final 
product more. And of course, it worked amazingly. Twilight 
Breaking Dawn: Parts 1 and 2 copied this idea and reaped the 
rewards. 

Most recently, Mockingjay, the third installment of The 
Hunger Games is following in the footsteps of Harry Potter. 
Released on November 21, 2014, Mockingjay: Part 1 is sure 
to be a smash hit.

Now, the moment you all have been waiting for. What 
is the opinion of Mr. Dystopia? And who is Mr. Dystopia 
you ask? Why, of course he is the man, the myth, the legend, 
Mr. Raymond Marshall. Mr. Marshall, the founder of El 
Camino’s very own Dystopian Literature class, had some 
interesting things to say about these new Dystopian films and 
movies. He has “read some of these novels, but didn’t par-
ticularly enjoy them.” When compared to classic Dystopian 
novels like 1984 and Brave New World, Marshall said, “[The] 
Hunger Games and Divergent weren’t really thoughtful. They 
are Dystopian novels in Dystopian settings, but they are tar-
geted for young adult readers, turning them into tools of mak-
ing money, rather than the message that they send.” Seniors 
Nathan Martinez and Mark Farrell, both enrolled in the 
Dystopian Literature class, also had a few things to say. “The 
whole point of a Dystopian book is to send a message about 
society,” says Martinez, “these ‘new wave’ Dystopian books 
and movies just don’t do that.” All they do is create a fandom 
for pre-teens and teenagers to join. They aren’t powerful, they 
don’t make you think. They are purely for entertainment, and 
not about the message,” said Farrell. Assuming Dystopian 
films stay “hot”, who knows what movie will be made next.
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The internet: a fanfiction paradise


