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So the fall sports begin to end and the winter sports be-
gin. Finally El Camino fans can get off of the cold bleachers 
of the football stadium and become sheltered by the larger 
gym, with the newly rebuilt court. For some basketball play-
ers new to the varsity squad, they still have their memories 
from their most recent season. Junior Sawyer Concklin says 
his favorite memory from the most recent season was winning 
a basketball tournament in Placer. Juniors Kenny Olsem and 
Antony Escobar’s favorite moments from the most recent 
season were geared more towards personal accomplishments, 
with Olsem’s being scoring twenty five points against Ante-
lope High School, and Escobar’s being a game winning shot 
against Whitney High School.

Even though these young athletes can reminisce about the 
previous season, they have hard preparation for their upcom-
ing season. They have been putting in group effort to prepare 
for their upcoming season, with Concklin seeing great team 
chemistry, and Olsem thinking the team will be good. Com-
mitment is a part of these athletes, with Concklin having three 
practices a week after school with Mr. Posner, weekend train-
ing, and occasional training with his coaches before practice. 
His “motor never stops,” as he puts it.

Escobar goes to the gym and plays pick up games as his 
form of practice on his own. These players do have personal 
goals for the season, with Concklin wanting to be a top player 
in the league, Olsem wanting to lead the league in scoring, 
and Escobar just wanting to stay on the court. The players 
have team goals as well, with Concklin wanting to reach the 
finals in playoffs which will be hosted at Sleep Train Arena. 
Both Olsem and Escobar hope to win their league. Concklin 
expects 18 or more wins, Olsem seeing a season with 17 wins 
and 8 losses, and Escobar with the high hopes of an undefeat-
ed season. The toughest opponent during league in Concklin’s 
opinion is Christian Brothers, with Escobar seeing Christian 
Brothers as their toughest opponent as well.

Hopefully all the hard work these athletes are putting 
in will bring them to the playoffs. They are committed, and 
can hopefully defeat Christian Brothers, which figures to be 
a tough opponent. With all the commitment the team puts to-
gether as a whole, and as it appears the players give on the 
side, the team could possibly achieve a section championship. 
A big part of that could be the fan base so it is important that 
proud El Camino Eagles come to support their boys’ basket-
ball team and cheer them to a victorious season.

     
    

There’s a story that must be told to the whole world. 
It is the story of Louis Zamperini, a track runner who 
competed in the 1936 Olympics for the 5,000 meters at 
the young age of 19. He would leave the track world 
in infamy to battle and defend the United States dur-
ing World War II and survive 47 days on a raft after his 
bomber crashed in the Pacific. His life story is called 
“Unbroken,” and has been made into a movie, based off 
the 2010 novel by Laura Hillenbrand and directed by 
none other than Angelina Jolie to be released on Christ-
mas Day.

Zamperini already served as an inspiration as a run-
ner growing up in Southern California. Beginning in 
1932, he would accomplish many milestones, including 
never being defeated in any of his cross country races 
he competed in for three years. He earned a world re-
cord for high school running for the mile (4:21). At the 
CIF California State Meet, he won with a 4:27 mile and 
earned a scholarship from USC that year. 

Two years later he qualified for the 1936 Summer 
Olympics in Berlin, Germany, being the youngest com-
petitor. An American hero would be born, in the midst 
of the Nazi regime and the threat of the destruction of 
democracy. Zamperini wouldn’t stop there. 

After setting the collegiate record for the mile at 
4:08, Zamperini enlisted in the Army Air Forces in the 
1941, at the pinnacle of U.S. involvement in World War 
II. He was deployed in the Pacific Islands as a bombar-
dier. In 1943, his B-24 crashed while fighting in com-
bat against the Japanese. 47 days passed and Zamperini 
became a Prisoner of War. Although initially declared 
missing at sea and eventually pronounced killed in ac-
tion, he returned to the United States after the end of 
WWII once again as an American hero. 

The American hero manifests everything Americans 
hold near and dear to their values: strength, courage, and 
bravery with diehard patriotism. Zamperini exemplifies 
and extols all of these virtues, being a quintessential 
example of such an amazing hero. Zamperini became 
a born-again Christian to combat his PTSD against his 
experiences as a Prisoner of War. The American hero 
discovered his own hero and became a Christian inspi-
rational speaker, preaching his newfound beliefs. From 
there on, Zamperini would live a life of fulfillment and 
inspiration to many. He died this past summer at the age 
of 97. 

It’s only fitting that Zamperini’s story is called “Un-
broken.” The archetype of a hero is to never break down 
in the face of adversity. Heroes never stop being heroes, 
a role he continued to be for 70 years. Two of the greatest 
things an American can be are an Olympian and a mem-
ber of our armed forces. Zamperini managed to be both.

 In the midst of news of violence between Ameri-
cans, a shining light must be reflected on those who 
embody everything great about the United States. On 
Christmas Day, the hero will shine again on the movie 
screens nationwide. There will never be another man 
like Louis Zamperini, a true hero in the American tradi-
tion who deserves to be praised, remembered, and re-
vered for all time. 
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