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BOKO HARAM STRIKES AGAIN

Paris Terrorist Attack
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News Editor

The Nigerian terrorist orga-
nization known as “Boko Haram” 
continues to make shockwaves 
throughout the international foreign 
relations community. 

On January 12, Boko Haram 
reportedly massacred 2,000 civil-
ians in Baga, Nigeria. Some lucky 
souls escaped on foot, while most 
that weren’t killed drowned while 
trying to cross Lake Chad. This oc-
curred during the same week as the 
alleged ISIL Paris terrorist attack, 
yet received little media attention.

Boko Haram, founded in 
2002 by Mohammed Yusuf, gained 
worldwide attention in April of 
2013 when dozens of heavily 
armed terrorists captured over 300 
high school girls in northern Ni-
geria, giving birth to the hashtag 
“Bring Back Our Girls.”

This national awareness move-
ment was emblazoned with the 
solemn image of Michelle Obama. 
Although almost two years have 
passed since President Goodluck 
Jonathan declared a state of emer-
gency, over 250 of those high 
school girls are still held captive by 

the Nigerian terrorists.
Boko Haram translates to “Western education is sinful.” The orga-

nization sought to create an Islamic state from 2009 onward, and bases 
its ideology on fear of Western tradition and education from interfering 
with the pursuit of jihad (BBC.com).

The term “jihad,” often misinterpreted by Westerners, is the Ara-

bic word for “effort” or “struggle.” Jihad could refer to an individual’s 
inner struggle to fight evil, or more broadly to form social jihad, the 
fight against evil and injustice within one’s self, family, or society 
(aboutjihad.com).

“Boko Haram promotes a version of Islam which makes it “ha-
ram”, or forbidden, for Muslims to take part in any political or social 
activity associated with Western society” (BBC.com).

Radicals such as Mohammed Yusuf credit “jihad” as the basis 
for violence, however the Quran has no mention of “terrorism” as a 

means to seek peace. Therefore, Boko 
Haram’s attempt to “seek justice” is a 
radicalized misinterpretation of Islam-
ic creed and should not be generalized 
as the teachings of all Islam followers.

ISIL and Boko Haram are unlike-
ly to form a partnership, given ISIL’s 
vehement racist ideology towards Af-
ricans.

Nigeria continues to call for inter-
national support to end Boko Haram’s 
torment. France’s Foreign Minister 
will call for the five-nation backed 
U.N. Security Council to fight the Is-
lamist terrorist group.

Despite the call for international 
support, Senator Lindsey Graham 
(R-SC) doesn’t view Boko Haram as a 
pertinent threat to the homeland. In an 
interview on Meet the Press, Sen. Gra-
ham explained his opinion that Boko 
Haram does not “represent the same 
threat as ISIL”, and once there is some 
resolve in the Middle East, Africa will 
become the next platform for the U.S.

International terrorism has played 
a key role in politics in the past few 
years, with an alarming rise in re-
cent months. All spotlights are shin-
ing bright on world political leaders 
to band together to eradicate terrorist 
threats as swiftly as possible.

“Je Suis Charlie” has become a symbol for solidarity. 

Branson Kane
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Many people have heard of the terror-
ist attacks that occurred in Paris, but what 
was the purpose and background for the 
attack on January 7?

Charlie Hebdo’s cartoon office has 
consistently vocalized their opposition of 
the terrorist organization formerly known 
as ISIL. Charlie Hebdo’s cartoon office 
was firebombed by the radicals in 2011 
due to their fervent opposition. As a final 
retaliation, two armed men used brutal 
force that resulted in 12 deaths in Hebdo’s 
office. 

The gunmen proceeded to kill 12 
prominent cartoonists. Two gunmen were 
arrested soon after for being connected to 
these radical attacks. In an address sup-
ported by President Obama, the French 
President Francois Hollande said he will 
do anything to catch the attackers and that 
freedom is superior to barbarism (CNN.
com).

Many terrorist organizations have 
praised this attack including Boko Haram, 
a Nigerian based terrorist organization that 
has amounted to 5000 reported casualties. 

These Paris attacks have mounted the world stage, mak-
ing the phrase, “Je suis Charlie” an international trade-
mark. These events have sparked an unsettling in France 
best described by a quote from Prime Minister Manuel 

Valls, “never lower our guard”. The hostility in France is by 
far very elevated and dangerous, but why would a cartoon 
spark such a massive outbreak of violence? 

Sophomore Aaron Martinez said, “[Cartoonism] is 
not something to get mad over… you shouldn’t kill people 
over that.” Cartoons are used to accomplish different things 
in different areas, says an anonymous Muhammad cartoon-
ist, “It’s just a means of expression” (bostonglobe.com). 

Although cartoons are broadly ac-
cepted and even studied from primary 
(elementary) school in France, a recent 
poll has shown that almost half of the 
French population disapproves of the 
satirical drawings of Muhammad (Le 
Journal du Dimanche). 

These cartoons have become known 
worldwide. Mark Steyn, a political om-
mentator, said, “Free speech has to in-
clude the right to insult Islam...Extending 
special privilege to Islam corrodes free 
speech” (NationalPost.com). 

In response to this ideological de-
bate, Pope Francis remarked, “One can-
not provoke, one cannot insult other peo-
ple’s faith, one cannot make fun of faith.”  

Despite the Pope’s views, Charlie 
Hebdo’s office viewed their work as a 
product of free speech. However, Islamic 
radicals influenced by loose interpreta-
tions of religious text view the illustra-
tion as a blatant violation of freedom of 
religion. 

What is more important on the 
worldwide stage: equality or peace?

December 28th, 2014. A Transgender 
girl committed suicide by jumping in front 
of a truck. The reason? She was shamed for 
being Transgender and denied the right to un-
dergo transition treatment.

17 year-old Leelah Alcorn (born Joshua 
Alcorn) is a transgender girl, born into a fam-
ily of Christian relatives. She first came out as 
gay, and her parents pulled her out of school 
and homeschooled her. When she came out 
as transgender, her parents refused to accept 
her gender identity and revoked her access to 
social media. Leelah had a Tumblr account, 
and updated it frequently, informing her fol-
lowers of her oppression and such. Her par-
ents forced her to go to conversion therapy, 
in which the therapist discouraged her tran-
sition, and she could not speak her mind to 
them, which defeats the purpose of therapy. 
Her best friend, Abby Jones, tried to help 
her as best as she could, but in the end it was 
just too much for poor Leelah. On December 
28th, 2014, Leelah posted a suicide note to 
her Tumblr, which stated the significance of 
her death. Leelah then walked into oncoming 
traffic on the interstate 71 highway, and was 
hit by a truck.

After her death, Abby was banned from 
going to her funeral, because Leelah’s mom 
believed she was the one who posted the now 
famous picture of Leelah in her dress. Jones 
did not even know about the funeral until af-
ter the fact, and Leelah’s mom called her re-
peatedly, blaming her for everything that was 
posted online even though her blog was pub-
lic. After Leelah was cremated, her parents 
deleted her blog, including everything she’s 
posted about her being transgender, and her 
suicide note. But by then, her blog has been 
saved but several people, and her suicide note 
has been shared over 200,000 times. People 
have started a petition to enact Leelah’s Law 
(a law banning LGBT+ conversion therapy) 
and by February 2nd, 2015, the petition got 
its needed 100,000 signatures (currently at 
118,524), and is in the process of being ap-
proved. She shouldn’t have died, and she died 
a horrible death, but she died for a good cause.

“I have decided I’ve had enough. I’m 
never going to transition successfully, even 
when I move out. I’m never going to be happy 
with the way I look or sound. I’m never go-
ing to have enough friends to satisfy me. I’m 
never going to have enough love to satisfy me. 
I’m never going to find a man who loves me...
that’s why I feel like killing myself. Sorry if 
that’s not a good enough reason for you, it’s 
good enough for me” -From Alcorn’s suicide. 
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By: Piper Gold

Suicide bombing by Nigerian terrorist group Boko Haram in Baga.
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