
Eagle Rappers Soar above the Soundcloud
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Sports Editor 

Imagine a world where you can’t simply pick 
and choose the songs you own. A world where heavy, 
expensive vinyl records contain the worldly extents 
of your musical taste and a phonograph straight out 
of the 16th century is required to make your favorite 
tunes come to life.

In this technology-driven world, the physical 
substance as well as the price have been done away 
with completely by music streaming companies like 
SoundCloud.

And all SoundCloud enforces in return is...a few 
ads? Sounds too good to be true. 

SoundCloud, offering a website and app, allows 
anyone with an account to upload their own music 
(or, as it is commonly known, drop their “fire” mix-
tape) for anyone (not solely users) to find and listen 
to. This offers millions of subscribers a unique op-
portunity to produce their own music.

Junior Derek Tomlinson, under the name of 
Hard Money, recently uploaded his new album to 
SoundCloud. 
Inspired by 
rapper Lil B, 
“ T h e B a s e d -
God,” who, 
a c c o r d i n g 
to Tomlin-
son, “always 
seems like he is having fun,” Hard Money hit the 
music scene on January 23 with the freestyle album 
“YBD.” All the fame and prestige hasn’t gone to the 
head of the lyrical genius. 

And with Hard Money’s newfound fame (a solid 
241 plays of his most notable song, “No Drugs,” as 
of February 23), a challenger arose. Senior Maxwell 
Pond, himself an amateur artist known profession-
ally as “White Chocolate,” published his own track 
“Boom Biddy Bye ‘Hard Money’s Shame,’” aiming 
to put down Tomlinson’s music. The animosity be-
tween these two prodigies has since evaporated in 
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     El Camino’s Mardi Gras dance is very well known around 
the school district and it is a very fun dance for all students, and 
this traditional party that outdates most EC teachers is something 
that all students should ex-
perience in their four years 
here.   
     In past years this dance 
has intrigued students by 
having bounce houses and 
this year it was revamped 
with free tacos, perfectly 
illustrating the lighthearted 
fun that this eagle’s tradition 
embodies. So if you’re not 
the best dancer, you have 
other opportunities to have 
fun at this school event. 
      The past behavior at this dance could be called disagreeable, 
but that is just due to the poor choices made by a select few stu-
dents. Other students like 10th grader Alicia Ballew are nothing 
but ecstatic for the dance, as Ballew said “I cant wait for the hoo-

Capricorn: Many people compare 
your personality to that of a Koa-
la, warm, fuzzy and sleep 20 hours 
a day

Aquarius: You should learn to 
trust yourself more, try not to rely 
on things like horoscopes to decide 
things for you.

Pisces: You have the ability to 
bring back unisex, extra large para-
chute pants.

Aries: Try new things, try out 
for sports, you may not have an 
ounce of athleticity in you, but it 
could result in some laughter so do 
it anyway.

Taurus: Many people depend on 
you for many reasons, but don’t 
let them steal your sunshine, that’s 
your sunshine, not theirs. 

Gemini: Make sure you look ahead 
to the future, for being unprepared 
is like the story of the grasshopper 
and the octopus.

Cancer: As much as I hate to say 
it, I sense some bad luck heading for 
you. Be careful around vehicles, and 
wear a helmet. Also, anyone named 
Thomas should be avoidED.

Leo: Expect your grades to go up 
for no apparent reason, and fall 
back to normal soon afterwards.

Virgo: This month you’ll feel 
faster and stronger than ever, but 
be disappointed when you fail at 
something usually easy for you. 

Libra: The ups and downs of this 
week will make you tired to the 
point of collapse, but at the last 
moment you’ll get back on your feet 
and shove back.

Scorpio: You will find yourself 
under a lot of stress this month 
but, as long as you remember who 
your friends are, you’ll be fine.

Sagittarius: Never doubt the Vir-
go closest to you, they will always 
be by your side. If you try anything 
new be sure to be careful. 
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a peaceful detente, but not before Hard Money 
retaliated with “It’s Over (White Chocolate No 
More),” billed by Tomlinson as his emergence as 
a serious rapper composing “verses with a good 

flow and rhythm.”  Hard Money considers “White 
Chocolate No More” his best track, saying the song 
contains “some of my best lyrics.” Tomlinson ex-
plained that “there are multiple meanings to many 
of the lines, and I get to rap quickly.”

The maestro consid-
ered the hardest of monies 
is by no means done with 
his rap career. Said Tom-
linson, “I plan on releasing 
one more, more serious, 
mixtape/album...I hope 
my next mixtape will fea-

ture more artists, and have some [production] work 
done by White Chocolate.” Hard Money wanted his 
album to “sound more professional, something peo-
ple can listen to, and not just laugh at.” He certain-
ly achieved this with his second album “Straight 
Out The Burbs,” released on February 25.  On this 
album, Tomlinson collaborated with “El Gringo 
Loco” Alex Bayless as well as with the anonymous 
“Lone Wolf.”

For links to new songs, check out Hard Mon-
ey’s SoundCloud stream at <<soundcloud.com/
hard-money-2>>. 

“I want to convey that I’m just having fun 
and not taking it too seriously, while making 
something that people can laugh at.”

-Derek Tomlinson aka Hard Money

tenanny at the dance this year”.
      Mardi Gras also has a reputation for inappropriate shenani-
gans on the dance floor. As sophomore Matt Callison stated “The 
previous behavior was inappropriate because of the dancing and 
dress code violations” and that he would be trying to clean up 

the act by doing the popular and 
wholesome cupid shuffle. 

      When asked about this EC tradi-
tion, Mr. Thompson said “If you 
are going to attend one dance, go to 
Mardi Gras”. Mardi Gras is a great 
event for students that want to have 
good, school-organized fun, so 
if that interests you then you will 
have a great time. 

     This Mardi Gras there were very 
few students who actually went, 
but there was still that crowd of 
people who did go and found that 

Mardi Gras was a great place to be with all of their friends. Par-
ticipating in El Camino traditions like Mardi Gras is a good way 
to be involved in school activities and events, you won’t be dis-
appointed.
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Mardi Gras: Evolution of an EC Tradition
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