
Varsity baseball coach Jon Mauerer has a long history with baseball, having a 
lot of love and respect for the game. What really stands out about Coach Mauerer 
is his reputation as a team player. The true definition of a team player is a person 
who willingly works in cooperation with others. 

Coach Mauerer has been playing baseball since he was five years old, show-
ing his longtime devotion to the sport. He’s been on travel ball and even played for 
El Camino in high school, finally making it to American River College and play-
ing ball there. Mauerer described his close relationship with his high school team-
mates, saying he looked at them as buddies, even brothers. The way he described 
his relationship not just with the team, but with the game, showed his immense 
respect for the game as well as the team.

Mauerer has transformed from being a team player to being a player’s coach. 
He has been coaching on and off for ten years, including four years at Rio, one 
year at Del Campo, and three at El Camino. Coach Mauerer has remained here 
because EC is his original school, the school he’s grown to know.

Mauerer is a mentor; he wants his team now to see him as someone to come to 
for guidance. All he wants for his team is success; he wants his players to achieve 
what they want in life, whether it’s the big leagues or college. Coach Mauerer will 
definitely leave a legacy as a positive coach that wants what’s best for his team. 

His positive impact on his players can inspire not just his team, but many 
more. For his team now, he wants to see great sportsmanship, he wants a team 
player, and a belief that his players can do anything they put their minds to. “A 
season is a journey,” says Mauerer. His goal for the season is to win the league 
and make it to playoffs.

Coach Mauerer wants his players to be great students, and to ensure they 
achieve academic and social success in a team setting. It is clear that Mauerer 
wants nothing but the best for his players. Mauerer typically does not restrain 
emotion; his disappointment or anger, when present, is always very clear to the 
players.

When asked what motivates him as a coach, Mauerer listed competition and a 
desire to make a positive impact on his team. Mauerer, who began coaching at age 
19, knows he has a lot to learn. He is an outstanding coach and a great mentor, as 
evidenced by his belief in his team. He expects rocky points in the coming season, 
but attempts to stay positive. Mauerer is never the type to quit after a pitfall; he’ll 
stick through thick and thin. In fact, Mauerer will help students through struggles 
in the season, wanting players to learn from their mistakes and improve. 

The main thing a coach wants is a coachable player giving 100% effort; all 
players should be team players themselves with good sportsmanship. Players 
don’t necessarily have to possess incredible talent, as long as they give 100% to 
the team. Coach Mauerer expects to see this effort during the season as well as in 
tryouts. 

Jon Mauerer is an outstanding coach with a positive impact on his team. He 
has truly left an impressive legacy on El Camino. 

Coach Mauerer’s legacy
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“Kansas goes for the steal, almost gets 
it! Pass down the sideline! Farokhmanesh for 
three...GOOD!..number one has fallen!” This 
was the call from a game between Northern Iowa 
and Kansas, a classic case of “David vs. Goliath” 
in 2010 which turned out to be one of the biggest 
upsets in college basketball history, and it hap-
pened in what is arguably the greatest event in 
sports: the NCAA Division I Men’s Basketball 
Championship. 

This year’s tournament is set to begin on 
March 17th. The tournament, frequently referred 
to as March Madness, is made up of 64 teams 
with 16 teams being placed in each region (usu-
ally vaguely geographical, such as East, West, 
Midwest, and South) and seeded from 1 to 16. 
Along with making the prestigious tournament 
comes the ability to get noticed nationally on 
CBS, TBS, TruTV, or TNT. Teams that don’t get 
a lot of national attention, such as Northern Iowa 
University, have a chance to show the rest of the 
country how good they are. 

Junior Sawyer Concklin said that he enjoys 
the tournament because he loves watching all the 
games. He went on to say that “you get to see 
teams you usually get to watch and teams you 
haven’t seen before.” 

MARCH GOES MAD FOR TOURNEY
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This is the time of year when college bas-
ketball is at its peak in popularity, as people who 
don’t regularly follow the sport begin to monitor 
the teams and how well they’re doing. The reason 
for this stretches farther than the actual entertain-
ment of the sport. Fans and spectators alike fill 
out preliminary brackets that predict the way the 
tournament will unfold. Bets are made on whose 
bracket will be the most accurate, and basket-
ball “whiz-kids” and “experts” come out of no-
where bragging about how flawless their bracket 
is. Even though the odds of creating a perfect 
bracket are nearly infinitesimal, over 60 million 
Americans fill out a bracket each year, according 
to Smithsonian.com. 

Senior Josh Lancaster said he’s filled out 
brackets before, and that this year he’s got “Ken-
tucky all the way!” He went on to say that most 
of the time the tournament is “better than the 
NBA.” 

In years past the tournament has provided 
very entertaining, crazy, and dramatic moments. 
Cinderella stories, bracketology, wild finishes, 
etc. The tournament always seems to bring some-
thing special that all kinds of sports fans can en-
joy. So on March 17th, get ready, and  embrace 
the madness.   
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Track and Field: It’s Not JUst RUNNING
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 A popular and widely practiced extracurricular sport in high schools all 
around the U. S. is track and field, an intense and high activity sport. Not to be 
confused with cross country, it includes several activities such as javelin throwing, 
hurdling, running, and long jumps. While the high physical activity limits the par-
ticipants to primarily athletic endeavors and the current season has already begun, 
the program could always use more participants, and sign-ups will be open next 
year. The sport is very difficult at times and involves a high amount of strength 
and cardio. Preparation may include things such as long-distance running, short-
distance sprints, weightlifting and, with the proper equipment, javelin throwing or 
lawn darts. Hand-eye coordination and strength will be required for many of the 
activities above. Don't be too concerned with being good at all of them, as the team 
is large and people usually specialize in certain activities. Track and field counts 
as a sport on your record and will likely look good on applications. Keep in mind, 
however, that properly prepared or otherwise, there is always a risk of injury in 
sports like this, and you must be willing to accept the risk that comes with your 
position on the team. 


