
Pete Rose, by any other name, should be in the 
Baseball Hall of Fame. But it is his name, and its inher-
ent connotation with a 1980s gambling scandal, that has 
yet to allow this Rose to bloom in its rightful shrine at 
Cooperstown. 

Most baseball fans know the story. Pete Rose, Major 
League Baseball’s all-time leader in hits with a whop-
ping 4,256, was permanently declared ineligible from 
baseball in 1989 for having placed bets on America’s 
pastime while managing the Cincinnati Reds.

An investigation by lawyer John Dowd found evi-
dence of Rose’s gambling during the 1985, 1986, and 
1987 baseball seasons. Though Dowd’s report showed 
no evidence that Rose bet against the Reds he managed 
(and played for as a player/manager from 1984-1986), 
Dowd personally believed Rose did place bets against 
the Reds while managing them. Only in 2004 did Rose 
come clean, saying that he bet on his team every night--
and never against them. 

But why must we continue to hold a relatively minor 
infraction against such an outstanding player 28 years 
later? Rose’s betting never influenced his playing career; 
by betting on his team, he only increased his will for them 
to win. Of course it must be said that betting on baseball 
is against MLB regulations, and that what Rose did cer-
tainly is illegal. But to deny one of baseball’s greatest 
players admission to a hall dedicated TO BASEBALL’S 
GREATEST PLAYERS is fairly petty and somewhat 
unnecessary. Rose has come clean with what he did; he 
regrets his actions. Post-playing career transgressions 
should never count against career achievements. 

And Rose’s career as a player is certainly notewor-
thy. In a 24-year career with the Cincinnati Reds, Phila-
delphia Phillies, and Montreal Expos, Rose amassed 160 
home runs and 1,314 RBI as well as compiling a career 
.303 batting average, including hitting .300 or better for 
15 of his 24 playing seasons. But possibly more notable 
is his 44-game hitting streak in 1978, tying a National 
League record. From 1963 to 1986, Rose showed his 
value as one of the most valuable players of his time.  
Grand accomplishments as a player should always dwarf 
transgressions committed in the twilight of an illustrious 
career. Such consistent dominance should be rewarded 
not with a lifetime ban, but with celebration (and just 
maybe an induction to a certain place in Cooperstown, 
New York). 

Will we continue to deny this all-time great a place 
in history? To scrub him from the history books for ac-
tions that never truly impacted the game? The time is 
ripe for baseball writers to realize Rose’s worth in base-
ball, and to absolve him for his relatively minor vice of 
gambling. 

It is time to right the wrongs that have prevented this 
superstar from sharing the glory of his achievements. 
Time to realize the overall insignificance of Rose’s gam-
bling in the grand scheme of things. Time to put Pete 
Rose in the Baseball Hall of Fame. 

End the ban. End the pettiness. End the injustice. 
End it now. 

by 
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EL CAMINO Putting NEW weight on crossFit
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CrossFit has become a very popularized form of fitness, 
but it seems it is either loved or hated, with no in-between. 
Some people at El Camino have taken a liking to the craft. 
Of course there is a well known between weightlifters and 
CrossFitters. Luckily, some people can look past the rivalry 
and find good in both methods. Junior Josh Stoeltzing spoke 
on how he prefers to do CrossFit at his own home due to the 
high prices charged by CrossFit gyms, with monthly fees be-
ing around $70. He sees great cardiovascular benefits and im-
provement in muscular endurance. He sees the use of kipping 
(the use of mostly momentum) in exercise, which is common 
in CrossFit, as a downside, with possible shoulder injuries 
at hand, as well as no muscle growth. Stoeltzing expressed 
his largest problem with CrossFit, saying, “I lose my gains!” 
He appeared to be indifferent to the conflict of lifting versus 
CrossFit, basically saying that it depends on what the goals of 
a person is, and the same goes for himself.

Junior Isaac Lanham, a powerlifter, took the high road, 
uninvolved in the lifting versus CrossFit rivalry. Although no 
expert on the craft of CrossFit, but he has observed before, 
and in his opinion, he sees great cardiovascular benefits, as 
well as assistance in muscular endurance. He didn’t seem to 
see any downsides to CrossFit. Although he has never actu-

ally done CrossFit, his lifting prowess is certainly impressive, 
having reached around 236 pounds on a raw (sans bench shirt) 
bench press at a powerlifting competition. He sees his lifting 
as beneficial to increasing his strength, and helping him in 
wrestling and football.

The Volleyball P. E. class at El Camino sometimes at-
tends sessions as a local CrossFit gym. Junior David Tsym-
bal is a student in this class, and he has taken a liking to the 
fitness style. He sees it as a nice change in working out, as 
opposed to classic weightlifting. He doesn’t have a problem 
with CrossFit, only voicing the complaint that his class has to 
run from the gym. He does notice the high prices of CrossFit, 
so he would recommend it if it is within one’s budget.

If one form of fitness is geared more towards his achiev-
ing a particular goal, than he will use that form of fitness. No 
matter what is done for fitness, it is always good to be active, 
and is delightful to see that people at El Camino have found 
CrossFit, an excellent source of fitness. Some form of daily 
activity is definitely better than none at all, and Lanham’s 
voice on effort is certainly one to be heard, saying, “Hard 
work, dedication, they don’t call me ‘Young Bench Press’ for 
nothing.” These constitute humorous, yet important, words 
on the commitment to fitness. 
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Winners
Boys’ Football

Girls’ Volleyball
Track and Field
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Every Rose 
Has its 
Thorn

These data were compiled through a random sample of 
students in all grades at El Camino in February 2015. 
Students were asked about their favorite uniform be-
tween three categories of sports here at El Camino: boys’ 
sports, girls’ sports, and unisex sports. 


