
b e n e f i t t e d 
the Dingman 
family. Bran-
don Dingman 
was an alumni 
of El Camino 
(Class of ‘96) 
who returned 
to El Camino 
to teach Eng-
lish and coach 
basketball in 
2009.  His 
u n e x p e c t e d 
passing rallied 
both schools 
to begin the 
event, now in 

its third year. Last year’s money was donated to a 
child cancer research program to further progress 
our knowledge on such a devastating pestilence. 
At press time, the recipients of this year’s money 
was not yet determined. 

El Camino will host the 2016 game on Thurs-
day, March 17th, at 6:30 p.m. The match is sure to 
draw a large crowd, as the Faculty Eagles defend 
their 2-0 record and go for a third win against the 
Faculty Raiders. Come and join the fun at this an-
nual Hoops for Hope event and participate in our 
legacy of helping the community.
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Hoops for 
Hope is an in-
ternational or-
ganization that 
uses basketball 
globally, na-
tionally, and lo-
cally as a social 
tool to reach 
people with 
a message of 
hope. 

El Camino 
Fundamental 
High School 
runs its own 
version of 
Hoops for Hope 
for the local community, coming together with 
nearby local and rival high school, Rio Ameri-
cano. 

The two school’s put aside their long lasting 
rivalry, put aside their differences for a common 
goal and event. The teams will be made up of 
teachers and staff from both schools who are will-
ing and able to play for this inspirational event.

All money raised is donated to a charitble or-
ganization or a struggling family within the com-
munity needing financial assistance.

The proceeds of the inauguaral game in 2013 

Moses Vecherkovskiy
Staff  Writer

B uzzzzz, buzzzz,  buzzzz.   The 
annoying sound of my alarm 

clock wakes me at  6:30 a.m. on the 
first  day of summer vacation.  While 
everyone else is  sleeping in from a 
late night of partying and celebrat-
ing the end of the school year,  I 
am up.  I  am up even earlier than 
I  would be for school and I  am not 
happy about i t . 

When a typical teenager thinks 
of summer vacation, they think of 
late nights,  sleeping in,  and not hav-
ing to be anywhere at  a certain t ime.  
When I think of summer, I  think of 
early bedtime, even earlier morn-
ings and a cold pool.   Five days a 
week, I  am in the pool at  7:00 a.m., 
training, with swim meets all  day 
long almost every Saturday, too. 
While my friends are lying on the 
couch playing X-Box, I  am swim-
ming 5000 yards in a barely heated 
outdoor pool.

I  am never without the strong 
smell  of chlorine on me throughout 
the summer months,  but i t  is  worth 
i t .   I t  doesn’t  matter if  I  shower,  i t 
is  always on me. Some of my closest 
friendships have been made at  sum-
mer swim practices.   We all  suffer 
together,  and that makes us closer.  
Swimming every day, all  summer, 
keeps me busy and out of trouble.  
The training keeps me in really good 
shape, too. 

Sundays are my only day off.  
Usually I  am too t ired to do much 
besides lay on the couch, eat  and 
sleep, which is what most of my 
friends are doing every day.  I  re-
lax,  rest  and refuel to try to recover 
from the energy sapping swim meet. 
I  go to bed knowing that annoying 
alarm will  go off soon, start ing the 
whole process over again.   

Buzzzzz,  buzzzz,  buzzzz.           
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A Splash 
of 

Summer 
By Kolby Haynie

Aidan Byrd
Graphics Editor

High schools have some 
neat mascots. But what if the 
various symbols that represent 
our schools fought to the death 
in a real-deal battle royale! 

Well, here we have a scale 
to answer the question, “Who 
would win in a fight?” We’ve 
based these results on various 
advantages in combat such as 
strength or intellect. 

We are not rating the 
schools that these mascots 
represent nor the the people 
who decided what each of 
these schools’ mascots should 
be. We are just theorizing 
which mascot would win in a 
brawl.

Flabby or Ferocious? 
THE EAGLE EYE PONDERS 
WHICH SJUSD HIGH SCHOOL 
MASCOTS ARE THE FIERCEST

A New Hope:Rival Staffs 
Team Up for 

Third Charity Basketball Game

The Eagles will defend their 2-0 record at home against Raiders on 3/17 at 6:30 p.m. 
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