
North Korea, a nation well known to be a dictatorship with extremely 
anti-American ideals, is often joked about in modern day media. This is 
largely a series of mockeries stating that the North Koreans are incapable 
of the acts of heinous destruction they claim to be, in part originating from 
the small size of their nation, and the odd appearance of their leader, Kim 
Jong un. While it is true the North Korean propaganda is often exaggerated 
and they are indeed a small nation, they are far from the laughing stock. We 
as a people are led to believe they are by parodies across American culture, 
such as the popular and controversial movie, The Interview. The nation of 
North Korea is a strong and very present threat to the American way of 
life, a title and role they’ve adopted happily and adapted to perfectly. This 
stems back from their communist roots and the U.S. involvement in the 
Korean war. 

The greatest threat that we know of would be their recent creation 
of a hydrogen bomb. Hydrogen bombs, like the one North Korea tested 
underground (as detected by seismic monitoring) make the nuclear 
devices The United States dropped on Hiroshima and Nagasaki at the 
end of World War II look like a child’s plaything. These devices create 
an explosive force that is roughly at 50 megatons, or 50,000,000 tons of 
high grade TNT. These devices work by detonating a fission bomb, and 
then using this energy to ignite fusion in high density particles such as 
depleted uranium. In other words, it is the rough equivalent to placing a 
tiny star somewhere on planet earth for a few moments. The destructive 
potential of these devices is ludicrous even when it is considered that the 
estimated total megatonnage of all the explosive devices, including the 
nuclear bombs dropped on Japan, is around 3 megatons.

So yes, North Korea is a small nation, but their ability to create 
dangerous hydrogen bombs and their newly tested rockets with the 
capability to attack the coast of North America, particularly California, a 
major population center. And that is what makes them a clear and powerful 
threat to the American way of life. 

N o r t h  K o r e a n 

According to the Pew Research Center, 241 
million US citizens were of the eligible 

age to vote for the 2012 presidential election. 
Approximately fifty three percent of these 18-and-
older Americans, equating to 129.1 million total voters, 
participated in the latest presidential election. Via an 
overly simplified explanation, it can be determined 
that a single voter has an 0.0000007 percent impact 
on the overall populous vote. That means if the entire 
student body of El Camino (if all students were 
theoretically able to vote) voted for a single candidate 
then their influence would be less than one percent of 
one percent of one percent on the overall populous 
decision. On an even larger scale, if the population of 
the entire city of Sacramento (even when including 
those not of legal voting age) all voted for one single 
candidate, that would still be less than one percent of 
overall votes going towards that candidate. Although 
this is a miniscule statistic in a sea of voting chaos 
- laden with mock polls and mud-slinging debates 
- even this mass amount of hypothetical one-sided 
votes by the entire city of Sacramento does not have 
the ideal impact of less than half of one percent.

The reason us individuals are even less influnetial 
is because the American voting system is not based 
on direct democracy, but a representative one. The 
Electoral College members for each state make the 
ultimate, deciding vote for the candidate the voters 
of their region (typically) want the most. Each state 
has a number of designated electors proportional to 
the total population of the state, these electors being 
made up of the 100 elected senators, 435 elected 
congress members, and 3 electors for the District of 
Columbia. Essentially, whoever is voted for in the 
local and state elections are the representatives who 
elect the president of the United States every four 
years. Even more simply put, whoever is voted as 
your representative is whoever decides your next 
president, so your vote in congressional elections is 
sealing your fate for the presidential elections. This 
is extremely alarming because, according to the 
United States Census Bureau, only forty-two percent 
of eligible voters voted in the 2014 congressional 
elections. This marks the lowest rate in nearly forty 
years. 

This problem with a representative democracy 
taking power away from the people, in regards to 
the US presidential elections, was prominent in 
the controversial decision of the election between 
Republican candidate George W. Bush and Democrat 
Al Gore in 2000. The controversy lied in Florida, the 
decisive state in the presidential election where the 
populous vote was decided by only 537 populous 
votes. Although Gore won the popular vote, Bush took 
the Electoral College and ultimately the presidency. 
This made, and still makes, US voters question 
their true influence on the election of the president. 
All in all, the votes that truly matter are decided by 
that slim forty-two percent who elects congressional 
representatives. Even then, historically blue or red 
states (California being dominated by Democrats) 
do not give any option to any opposing views. As a 
future voter in California, knowing that my vote will 
be swallowed up in a sea of other populous votes, spit 
out by the Electoral College, and then reheated and 
eaten again by the beautifully stubborn blue state of 
California. 

Kyle Rairdon
Editor in Chief
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Jacob Holden
Opinion EditorT h r e a t ? 

Last year, two dreadful events took place in the beautiful city of Paris: deadly terrorist attacks. The first one, known as the Charlie Hebdo 
Attacks, occurred just 7 days into the year. The militant Islamist group al-qaeda in the Arabian Peninsula or, AQAP, claimed responsibility for 
this horrible terrorist attack one week after the event. The most recent, and most deadly attack on France in history since World War II, transpired 
the night of November 13th. The infamous militant group Islamic State in Iraq and Syria, better known as ISIS, claimed responsibility for 
this.

Charlie Hebdo is a magazine that began publishing in 1970 with the goal of deriding religion and politics, among other topics. In 2006, 
they reprinted controversial cartoons of the Prophet Mohammed, and in 2011 the magazine’s offices were destroyed by a gas bomb after 
publishing a picture of the Prophet. On the morning of January 7th, 2015, gunmen forced their way into the offices of the magazine in Paris. 
They shouted, “Allahu Akbar”, or “God is Great”, and killed twelve people. They fled then and encountered a police officer, killing him as 
well. The phrase “Je suis Charlie” started to round about social media later, supporting free speech and press.  The next day, the police named 
the prime suspects, two brothers.  In the evening, the lights of the eiffel tower went dark, in remembrance of the victims. On January 9th, 
two days after the attack, another 4 people were killed after being taken hostage; 15 hostages were rescued.  At about 5pm that day, police 
launched an attack on the store where hostages were being held. The two brothers and another terrorist were justifyingly killed. Two days later 
millions of people marched in anti-terrorism rallies. 40 world leaders marched with a crowd of 1.5 million as well. And on January 14th, the 
Charlie Hebdo magazine released an edition of it. It featured a cartoon of the muslim prophet Mohammed, holding a sign that read, “Je suis 
Charlie.” 

Just 10 months later, terror struck again. ISIS targeted 6 cities November 13th, armed with rifles and explosives. On the night of November 
13th , an explosion occurred outside of Stade de France, a sports stadium. At this time, the French President was inside, watching a game. 
Fortunately he was evacuated safely. But just a few minutes later, another blast occurred. And then another about 30 minutes later, further 
away. Three suicide bombers and a man that happened to be walking by were all killed. All between 9:20 (the first blast at the stadium) and 
9:40pm, the terrorists attacked: Stade de France, La Petit Cambodge and Le Carillon, Cafe Bonne Biere, La Belle Equipe, Comptoir Voltaire, 
and Bataclan. At least 130 innocent people were killed. Around 12:00 am, French police raided the Bataclan, and 3 terrorists were killed. The 
other 2 activated their suicide belts and were killed as the  police stormed in. After all the attacks took place, french President Hollande declared 
a state of emergency, and the next day, ISIS claimed responsibility in an online statement. The next two days, French fighter jets bombed a 
series of ISIS sites in Syria. On November 27th, President Hollande called guests together to mourn the victims in a national ceremony in 
addition to flags being raised in patriotic solidarity.  

Dozens of Countries around the world lit up their monuments with the national colors of France in tribute to the Victims of the November 
13th attacks on November 14th and 15th. The world will never forget these heinous attacks on the city of light  by these atrocious people. As 
former first lady Hillary Clinton said, “No terrorist attack will ever dim the spirit of the french people…”.

France Stays Strong
Veronika Hayes
Staff  Writer

Does My Vote 
Matter?


