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Each class has their own issues, ups and downs. Some 
classes are respected more than others. Freshmen, sopho-
mores, juniors and seniors all have their struggles. These 
struggles can make you or break you depending on how you 
handle them. What you go through could make you, you.

First off we have the freshman, the said rambunctious, 
rowdy, fun and new contestants of the game we call high 
school. Freshman year means new beginnings, but not out-
standing ones. Dealing with all the c r i t i -
cism from upperclassmen is a 
rough time. Everything is 
thrown at freshmen all at 
once. The need for new 
friends, the automatic ex-
pectance to adjust to the 
increase in homework, and 
the fact that no one respects 
you yet because you are still 
seen as a little kid. You’ll just 
have to put up with it until 
next year.

Sophomores are in the 
“safe zone”. Most of the 
freshmen drama has passed. 
You have most likely found 
a steady group of friends you like to 
be with, maybe even a significant other. 
You’re not a complete child anymore, but you feel no where 
near the top. The big tests are set up for next year, so you can 
stay calm when it comes to those. As for homework, it’s not 
that difficult either, even for honors (excluding Thompson). 
Sophomores have got it good. 

Juniors are the ones you better watch out for. They’re 
overflowing with confidence now that they can be called part 

of the upperclass. They believe senority is something you 
earn, and that when you become a senior you deserve the re-
spect you get. They can’t wait to be seniors. The hard 
part for juniors is that this is the year that all the pres-
sure begins to surface, inclusind tests, work and 
college. On the bright side, this is usually the year 
where the parties become more fun, and so do the 
people. 

Seniors are the kings and queens of the jungle. 
Senior year is all about tough love. That might 
sound like an odd 

phrase to use, but it makes sense when 
you look at both sides. College is right around the corner 
for most of them, and for the ones that decide they don’t want 
to take that path, finding a job can be tough. All the stress of 
graduating is put on their shoulders. Of course they want to 
keep in touch with your friends after high school, but thats 
not always certain to happen. On the bright side, they’ve got 

some loyal friends, and it feels great to finally be 
done. Freshman can think they’re 

surpassing seniors all they want. 
The main thing that 

becomes a complex topic 
for thought is the noti-
cable change that is seen 
instudents throughout high 

school. Throughout high-
school, you go through the 
four stages - or years - with 

changes you are blind to. The 
change from kid to adult happens 
in just four years. Most people go 

straight to the easiest explanation 
when they think of how seniors 
become more experienced. Most 

just assume it’s the homework, 
and learning to take responsibility. 

When really, it’s all about people, 
“Losing and gaining friends, then 

you finding your own path while 
your friends choose a differ-
ent one,” said senior Tophlin 
Pratt. For others it’s more 

about the experiences, “Par-
ties, dances, world events,” 
said third year EC student 

Dom Bertucelli. The things 
you go through in high school, 

and the decisions you make affect what 
you will become after high school. 

For the younger, you won’t be a kid forever, so come 
into high school prepared, and for the ones almost out, look 
back on the days that weren’t so good, or the days that really 
were. These are the days that helped shape the person you 
are today.

Kyle Rairdon
Editor in Chief

The Los Angeles forecast for February 28 was a 
blanket of white. Now I know what you are thinking 
and no, sunny Southern California is not in for its first 
snowstorm in recorded history. Although, a blizzard of 
white will consume the Dolby Theatre on this mid-winter 
Sunday in the form of overwhelmingly caucasian actors, 
directors, and potential best pictures all nominated for 
the Academy Awards. Since the announcement of the 
Oscar nominees on January 14, the story of another year 
with a potential Leonardo DiCaprio snub has paled in 
comparison to the new controversy with the omission of 

entire races, not just a specific actor. 
Many prominent figures in the entertainment 

industry have spoken out against this blatant, and 
possibly intentional, lack of diversity in 2016 Academy 
Award nominees. Director, producer, and well-known 
Knicks fan Spike Lee voiced his vehement opinions 
regarding the suspiciously pale tone of the announced 
nominees in the form of an anger-induced question. 
“How Is It Possible For The 2nd Consecutive Year 
All 20 Contenders Under The Actor Category Are 

White?” said Lee in an Instagram post. The famous 
director of Malcom X and other race-conscious films 

also said he would not be attending the Oscars because of this lack of African-American 
representation. 

Along with the acute lack of even a nomination for any black actor in the past two 
years, just thirteen black actors have won academy awards in the eighty-eight years of 
the Hollywood staple awards show’s existence. Famous actor George Clooney, avid 
complainer and apparent black-actor-rights activist, cited four potential “Best Pictures” 
that feature black actors; “Creed”, “Concussion”, “Straight Outta Compton”, and “Beasts 
of No Nation.” Does the absence of these films nominated by the Academy Awards mean 
they are racist? Because a black actor has not been nominated for two years, are the Oscars 
racist? Why is what is almost definitely a coincidence some type of epic controversy? 
Modern day race advocates have made these accusations a trend come to be expected.

Before this year, modern complaints about awards showed race-based favoritism had 
been in steady decline and in danger of extinction. As diverse as the Oscar nominators 
attempt to make the nominees, quality of nominations cannot be diminished. If this means 
an all white, all black, or all Daniel Day Lewis ballot for best actor, then that is what 
should occur. The recent uproar over the Academy Awards comes from the lack of black 
actors and films that some of the populous has deemed themselves worthy among the few 
nominees. How often has a latino actor walked across the stage? An Indian? A Native 
American? In a world plagued with sensitivity and opinions backed with accusations, just 
because some film buffs chose white actors as nominees does not mean discrimination 
is present. 

Then again, the Oscars have a history of snubbing extremely talented film industry 
figureheads (like the finally awarded Leonardo DiCaprio and infamously unawarded Will 
Smith and Robert Downey Jr.), so jumping to the conclusion that because of a lack of 
black nominees for two years in a row meaning the Oscars are discriminatory is out of 
line. Academy Awards are not always given to the deserving recipients, but this is not the 
result of some hidden racist agenda.

Academy Awards Have History of Snubbing Stars, Regardless of Race

Chris Rock hosted the 
2016 Academy Awards.
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