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 Hooray! This year will be ONE DAY longer 
than the previous and next 3 years[a]! Nobody knows 
how, why, or for what reason, but we all know that 
February 29th will come and we will pass it off as just 
one more day that we have to go to school. But who 
should we blame for this extra day? To answer that 
question we‚Äôd need a time machine to go and see 
who decided to make a day 24 hours.[b]
        You see, time itself is based around the earth‚Äôs 
rotation around the sun (everybody knows that), so, 
the calendar year is based on the earth‚Äôs full rota-
tion which takes 365¬º days. It‚Äôd be a tad confus-
ing if we started the new year at 6:00, so we just add a 
full day every four years.With that said, what will you 
do with that extra day? Probably not much because 
it‚Äôs on a Monday this year.
        But before you decide to throw the day away, 
don‚Äôt forget about all the other great things about 
February 29th. Along with Leap Day, February 29th 
is also Rare Disease Day. A day to observe all of those 
rare diseases that would appreciate a little bit of rec-
ognition. This holiday started being observed in 2008, 
by a very small amount of people. That number has 
increased by approximately seven people. If you are 
interested in celebrating Rare Disease Day, then you 
can go around and acknowledge Progeria, one of the 
rarest diseases out there. It makes babies look like old 
people, and for your own safety, don‚Äôt search for 
images of Progeria. It is the most terrifying thing of 
all time.
        Along with these holidays, everybody‚Äôs favor-
ite Norwegian poet, Tore Ørjasæte, was born on Leap 
Day in 1968. Who knew?
        So, in case you were planning on wasting this 
lovely, extra monday, just go ahead and celebrate by 
sending out a Progeria parade or by throwing Tore 
√òrjas√¶ter a birthday party! Whatever you do, have 
a great Leap Day, and do not search for pictures of 
Progeria.

Look Before You Leap: 

If You Could Go 
Back in Time, 

What Would You 
Change?

Why Does 

Leap Year 

Leap?

Annessa Morris & Moses Vecherkovskiy
Staff  Writers

“I   would live in the 
80’sera just for a few 

days. I would get to expe-
rience what it was like to 

be alive in those days.”
Mariah Smylie, Freshman

“I would like to meet Dr.King and save him 
from getting assassinated. I want to see 

what he would have done to this world if 
he was still alive. I’m interested in what else 
he would’ve accomplished and what he 
could’ve changed. 

“I would live in the 70’s and become a 
hippy in Humboldt, California. I would 

always go to the Redwoods. I would go 
on long road trips with many friends. I just 
would always be happy. 

“I would go back to the moment when I was stabbed back in 2014. Me and 
my best friend, Moses, were working on a project involving cardboard and 

a box cutter. Next thing I knew I had been sliced. I ended up getting stitches 
and it got infected from chlorine during swim. So, it never actually properly 
healed. I would change history because I wouldn’t get sliced open by my best 
friend.”  

Kevin Morales, Sophmore

David Tsymbal, Senior

Emma Haley, Junior

Student 
Bytes:

Teacher 
Bytes:

“I see a bright 
future, the 

difference in EC 
from when I went 
here can be de-
scribed as more 
diverse and a 
more hopeful 
place.” 

Mr. Sumpter

Mrs. Robinson 

“I see a future with 
vast technologi-

cal advances in our 
school.”

Mrs. Hartney
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Aidan Byrd 
Graphics Editor

“continued diver-
stiy and a cel-

ebration of it. I want 
every kid thst comes 
here to be proud to 
say so, and get a 
great experience. 
Also to have an open 
mind to changes in 
education by staff.”

As we leap for-
ward, what do you 
see for the future of 
El Camino?


