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      School uniforms - an issue that everyone has an opinion on. Is it the future of El 
Camino, or just a passing phase? Although it appears to be a new fad at El Camino, the 
staff regards uniforms as an idea currently set “on the backburner”. The idea stemming 
from an El Camino teacher blossomed into a full committee of teachers who are in favor 
of the school issued uniforms, including Mr. Dreffs, Mr. Glasier, Mrs. Scarrone, Mr. 
Baker, Mr. Marshall, and Mr. Anderson. 
      Although it seems like a school conspiracy, says Mr. Marshall, “There are other 
things we need to give our attention to”. The idea for the uniforms came from El Cami-
no’s elimination of the zero tolerance policy in 2005. The zero tolerance policy is one 
of the district’s qualifications for being “fundamental” which states that no teenager can 
show up to school intoxicated or under the influence of any drugs. The committee feels 
that over the years the school has lost respect and sees clothing as a problem, with offen-
sive words and symbols that often result in sending a student home. They feel that uni-

forms might help create an environment with more focus on academics. 
      The uniforms themselves are an idea that would essentially lessen students’ expres-
sion through clothing, however having teachers decide what is appropriate and enforc-
ing these rules can be problematic. The current dress code is viewed as flawed already, 
“There’s a lot of problems with the dress code” says Marshall. Every year students, most-
ly female, complain on the harshness of the school dress code. 
       A common complaint is that females want the ability to show bra straps, with the 
argument that male students should not be distracted by a necessary and required piece of 
underwire. The student senate, a group of students taken from their fourth period classes 
to debate and provide student insight on topics affecting the school has had the topic of 
the current school dress code in the hot seat nearly every year, with little to no visible 
change in the code itself. The most enforced dress code for girls are spaghetti straps, as 
for boys it is gang signs or symbols on shirts.
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