
THE SWIMMER
The Story of Michelle Akana

This season for the 49ers hasn’t been too promising and they’ve 
been going downhill ever since they lost in the 2012-2013 season 
Super Bowl to the Baltimore Ravens. 

The team hasn’t had much of a vocal or on-field leader for the 
past 2 seasons which is a part of the downfall. With one of their 
best defensive ends being cut from the team back in August for a 
Hit-and-Run/DUI they haven’t had a stable force on the other side 
of the ball. 

Quarterback Colin Kaepernick, who stepped in for an injured 
Alex Smith, did a good job in his sophomore season where he led 
the 49ers to their first Super Bowl since 1994.  They looked hope-
ful to progress and perhaps make another Super Bowl appearance 
the following season, but they weren’t able to get past the Seattle 
Seahawks defense in the NFC Title game and once again failed to 
bring San Francisco another championship. 

This season Kaepernick hasn’t been anything like himself and 
his performance lead them to a 1-5 record when starting. He has 
been now been benched and doesn’t start, despite the contract he 
just signed last season for $114,000,000  through the 2020 season. 

The organization would be better off  trading for a better quar-
terback or multiple players. Other teams offering to take the rest of 
his contract is a big factor, limiting  the number of free agents they 
can sign in the off-season to rebuild the team to what it once was. 

The replacement quarterback, Blaine Gabbert, has gotten them 
one win this season going 1-1, while Kaepernick has watched from 
the sideline. 

For his part, Kaepernick hasn’t stepped up to take initiative and 
reclaim his starting position. This season he has a career low quar-
terback rating (QBR) and through the six games had only thrown 6 
touchdowns while posting 5 interceptions, which some would call 
“mediocre”. 

While they continue to slump they’re missing key factors like 
a good defense, offense, and coaching staff since Jim Harbaugh left 
and started coaching at Michigan State. They’ve been nothing but 
bad and need to fix it if they want to once again be a contender to 
win a possible 6th Super Bowl.

Friday, December 11th, 2015 | SPORTS | 11

Stephen Gutierrez
Staff  Writer

The Truth About the 49ers
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In the home of The Eagles there are many athletic people. Out of all the 
people at the school that play sports, Michelle Akana stuck out the most because 
of her crazy love for swimming. She started swimming competitively when she 
was just five years old for the Fulton-El Camino (FEC) Sting Rays.  As soon as 
she started swimming she began dominating the competition and breaking all 
her records. A few years later she broke her first club record which gave her the incentive to keep on going. After she 
broke her first record it started a chain reaction and she just kept breaking them. As of now she holds eleven records.

Michelle was born in Hawaii on September 27, 1999. She grew up swimming and playing in the ocean which 
triggered her lifelong love for the water. She has swum for three different teams in her life including FEC, Del Norte, 
and DART. Currently she swims for FEC during the summer and DART for the fall and winter seasons. Michelle also 
swims here for our El Camino Swim team during spring. Her first year on the El Camino team she made varsity as a 
freshman and was beating most of the upperclassmen consistently. She was named Most Valuable Player for the var-
sity team for both her freshman and sophomore years.  Michelle, an all around athlete, also excels at soccer and water 
polo, but swim is her main focus now.

If you ask Michelle why she swims she will say, “It’s my whole social life and it helps clear my head and stay in 
shape.” In a few years she sees herself swimming on a college team in Hawaii because she was born there and loves 
everything about Hawaii.  There she would like to major in physical therapy because she enjoys helping people do 
what they love. Michelle has had a knee injury so she knows what it is like to not be active and she ¨hates¨ it.

In addition to swimming, Michelle has a passion for sports photography. She posts her work on Twitter (@Aka-
naPhotos) and has captured the following groups in action this year, demonstrating the unifying power of high school 
sports: Girls’ Volleyball, Water Polo, Football, Cheer, Screamin’ Eagles, Band, and Boys’ Basketball. #AllEagles!

Kolby Haynie
Staff  Writer

Kaepernick’s contract with the 49ers, signed last season, values him $114,000,000 through 2020.
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“It’s my whole social 
life, and it helps me 
clear my head and 

stay in shape.”


