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      Recently there have been rumors on Twit-
ter that Chipotle stores throughout Oregon and 
Washington would be closed down due to the E. 
Coli outbreak that occurred in late October of 
2015.             

      What raised the eyebrows of some food 
inspectors was that there has been many cases 
turning up of people who got sick right after eat-
ing Chipotle in that time frame. 
      Some people turned up to have high fevers 
and uncontrollable diarrhea, and these were all 
of the same symptoms of the harmless group of 
diverse bacteria.
      One of the reasons why the food inspectors 
expected the virus to be in the food that was 
handled because people can pass germs easily 
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by a physical connection. When they checked 
the origin of where Chipotle stores got their im-
ported food there happened to be E. coli residue 
found at the food warehouses. Later traces of the 
bacteria were not found when the food inves-
tigators checked the Chipotle stores, nor when 
Chipotle did a self examination to see if there 

was any traces of E. coli.
      After the investigation was over Chipotle 
stores reopened, which was in early November 
of 2015. It has been some time since Chipotle 
restaurants reopened and since then no cases 
were brought up again, yet. Until then every-
body is safe to eat at their favorite mexican food 
place of yummy deliciousness.  Another thing, if 
the same thing comes up then Chipotle stores in 
that region will be closed for good.
      E. coli is abbreviated for Escherichia coli 

and is usually found in contaminated food or 
liquid (water, soda, juice, etc.), and is the cause 
of 45 people being infected; two in Califor-
nia, two in Minnesota, one in New York, one 
in Ohio, thirteen in Oregon, and twenty six in 
Washington. Sixteen of those infected had to be 
hospitalized and has been no fatalities. Only 43 

out of the 45 recently ate at Chipotle the week 
of their illness. 
      E. Coli, the bacteria, can not be treated by 
any antibiotics but can be dealt with by having 
more rest and drinking more water. Also, it is 
naturally found in our intestines as a bacteria 
that is used for the process of breaking down 
food and is part of producing the vitamin K 
production, so be wary next time you get that 
burrito bowl.
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      The Syrian terrorist group, ISIS, stands for Islamic State of Iraq 
and Syria, and is the government that runs Iraq and Syria. The Syrian 
government known as ISIS and ISIL has been causing trouble all over 
the globe, in November of 2015, six terrorists attacked Paris when they 
threw grenades in restaurants, shot innocent civilians while a US band 
was playing at the Paris Concert Hall, and bombs going off in front of 
the Stade de France, where a soccer game was underway with Germany 
and France. There was up to 130 casualties. 
      Bashar Al-Assad, the current leader of Syria, which is one of the 
reasons residents of Syria were protesting since 2013. The United States 
military has been involved in Syria’s civil war since 2012. Syria began 
their civil war in March of 2011, which started when civilians started a 
protest against due to political issues involving the Syrian government. 

Sick of all of the protesting, government officials and Military personnel 
started firing shots into crowds, killing innocent civilians. Syrian resi-
dents unhappy with their government started involvement groups fight-
ing against the Syrian Military. 
      The United States started to send aid to the Syrian rebels, and who 
were now also fighting the terrorist group known as ISIS. When ISIS 
started making threats towards U.S. Military and threatening terrorist 
attacks, the U.S. still did not get involved military wise. Syria was now 
holding a terrorist group that was aiding them fight the rebels of Syria. 
The United States started sending drone attacks to bomb ISIS and the 
Syrian government in mid 2013, but has been sending aid to the Syrian 
rebels since 2012. Ever since the Paris massacre, Britain has started air 
attacks with bombs and drones, the United States continuing to bombard 
Syrian targets, and Russia joining the fight against ISIS.
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Left: Chipotle storefronts have been quiet and lines inside have been short after the recent health scares. Right: Escherichia coli under the microscope.


