
EC Drama and The Bad Seed

      The Bad Seed was a play performed at El 
Camino Fundamental High School from November 
5th-14th in the school cafeteria from 7:30 to 9:30. 
It was directed by the EC drama teacher Mr. San-
tillanes, who has worked at the school since 1993 
and is known to get his actors ready to perform 
their very best in 
all the shows that 
they do.
      One actor, Sa-
mantha Cullifer, 
plays a young 
girl named Rhoda 
Penmark. Rhoda 
seems like a very 
loving person, but 
is really a masked 
murdering child 
who will do any-
thing to anyone to 
get the thing that she wants most, even if it means 
taking it to the extremes. So don’t always expect 
her to receive “…a bundle of hugs or a bunch of 
kisses…” says Cullifer.
Samantha is a sophomore at El Camino and has 
been at high school drama standards since she was 
a freshmen. Also, she has been in about 23 ballet 
productions before, and has been known for doing 
her best performances in the view of large crowds, 
her performance in The Bad Seed was just another 
walk in the park for her.
      Another performer here at El Camino is sopho-
more Lydia De Necochea, who played Rhoda’s 
caring and loving mother, Christine Penmark. Even 
after finding out about her daughter being a skilled 
murderer, Rhoda killed her classmate, Claude 
Daigle. This was because of him beating her in the 
competition for the penmanship medal. She has 
tried to be as loving and caring towards her daugh-
ter like normal for her own sake or just force of 
habit. Lydia’s character Christine has been fighting 
herself with the choice of believing or not believ-
ing her dreams that have the evidence that she is an 
adopted child. Lydia has been in drama since her 
freshman year, and has been in 7 shows this being 
her 8th. Her character’s suspicions are confirmed 
when her (foster)father and former elite murder 
detective Richard Bravo, admits that she was an 
orphaned child of a serial killer. Bravo could not 
bear seeing a poor little child being raised in an en-
vironment that he did not like and that did not seem 

normal. This role was played by El Camino and 
Drama alum, Brandon Eddy (‘15).   
      Another person playing a big role in this play 
is Jason F. Knittle II, another graduate of the 
class of 2015. He has had an everlong passion 
for acting and hopes that everyone enjoyed the 
show. His character Colonel Kenneth Penmark, 
is a caring and devoted husband and father to his 

wife Christine Penmark 
and his young, but evil 
daughter Rhoda. At the 
very beginning of this 
play Mr. Penmark goes 
off to New York to go 
help in the war as an 
aircraft pilot. When he 
comes home at the end, 
everything is different 
than when he left. With 
his world turned upside 
down and him not even 
having the slightest clue 

why or how, these two questions plague him for 
the rest of his life.

Michael Marcum
Staff  Writer
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 The album Ixora Twin, a reissue of Ixora, was released 
in November of 2014 by the American band Copeland, 
formed in 2000. The original album was released after a 5 
year long break as a reunion album that would follow with 
a tour, which is currently happening. 
 Much anticipation over the album was to be expected, 
as the long break left fans antsy for new music. In the new 
era of Copeland, some of the original soft instrumental 
with subtle harmonies continue to be prominent like “Have 
I Always Loved You?”, with a slight twist of electronic in-
fluences becoming present, in songs such as “Lavender” 
and “I Can Make You Feel Young Again.” This may be a 
strategic intention to keep fans from the original generation 
of followers, and simultaneously attract new fans with less 
ballad-type melodies. 
 A change in style may not be intentional for reasons 
such as increasing or maintaining loyal followers, but actu-
ally a simple symbol of growth and development as a band, 
or even slight attempts to “feel out” the direction they may 
take as they rebuild themselves as a newer Copeland. 
 The most significant and worthy aspect of this album 
is the simple yet beautiful lyrics that can relate to one’s 
everyday life, that are illuminated with the subtle flow of 
instruments enhanced with simple lyrics. The simplicity of 
Ixora’s most important expressions are what makes it so 
unique; there is no need to have a heavy play on words or 
deeper meanings lying behind words, they are all clear and 
exquisite.

Mary Bawolski
Spotlight Editor
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